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[bookmark: _hym7fkuchlsf]“Do All Believers Receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit?”
[bookmark: _19gegktb0txm]Introduction
Few topics in the Christian life have produced more discussion than the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Some teach it is a second experience after salvation, while others believe it occurs the moment a person trusts in Jesus Christ.
Yet the question every believer must ask is simple:
When someone is truly saved, do they receive the Holy Spirit immediately?
Scripture provides a clear answer. The New Testament consistently teaches that every true believer receives the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation, though our experience of His power and control can grow throughout our lives.
Today we will examine this truth through Scripture, church history, and practical illustration.

[bookmark: _9kzh5ixl4iko]I. The Holy Spirit Comes to Every Believer at Salvation
The Bible repeatedly teaches that the Holy Spirit enters a believer the moment they are saved.
[bookmark: _1s10e4ez9ll2]Scripture
Romans 8:9
“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.” (ESV)
“You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ” (NIV)
Paul makes an unmistakable statement:
If a person does not have the Holy Spirit, they do not belong to Christ.
That means the Spirit is not an optional addition to Christianity.
He is the seal of salvation.
Ephesians 1:13
“In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.”
Notice the order:
1. Heard the Gospel
2. Believed in Christ
3. Sealed with the Holy Spirit
The Spirit is given immediately upon believing.

[bookmark: _vthdx5yeq3r0]Illustration
Imagine purchasing a home. When the contract is signed, the document receives an official seal confirming ownership.
That seal proves the transaction is complete.
In the same way, the Holy Spirit is God's seal placed upon the believer, declaring:
"This person belongs to Me."

[bookmark: _ibfpngkbnn]II. The Baptism of the Spirit Places Us Into the Body of Christ
The phrase “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” describes the moment the Spirit unites a believer with Christ and His Church.
[bookmark: _djq8w1r9aehl]Scripture
1 Corinthians 12:13
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”
Notice two important words:
“We were ALL baptized.”
Not some believers.
Not elite believers.
All believers!
The Spirit baptizes every Christian into the body of Christ the moment they are saved.

[bookmark: _ak4d693axvwc]Historical Insight
In the early church, the baptism of the Spirit was understood primarily as conversion itself.
The early church fathers often connected the work of the Spirit with the moment a person entered the faith.
For example, Augustine wrote:
“The Holy Spirit is given to every believer when he is incorporated into Christ.”
This reflected the biblical understanding that the Spirit is the life of the Church itself.

[bookmark: _tagloctehpjo]III. Why the Book of Acts Shows Different Experiences
Some people become confused when reading the Book of Acts.
They notice believers sometimes received the Spirit after salvation.
But these events occurred during a unique moment in history — the birth of the Church.
[bookmark: _kyzu4tpho2r4]Key Passages
Acts shows several transitional events:
· Acts 2 – Jews receive the Spirit at Pentecost
· Acts 8 – Samaritans receive the Spirit
· Acts 10 – Gentiles receive the Spirit
· Acts 19 – Disciples of John receive the Spirit
· John chapters 14-16 Jesus promised the Holy Spirit (paraclete); this is a term for the Holy Spirit from the Greek word Parakietos which means One called “alongside” or “advocate”. It is often used in the Gospel of John to describe the Holy Spirit as a helper, or counselor, or comforter upon his people. 
These moments demonstrated something revolutionary:
The Gospel was for every *nation. (*Nation meaning people group)
God intentionally delayed the Spirit in certain cases so the apostles could witness that all groups were equally accepted by God.

[bookmark: _9bvoit3ykgx9]Illustration
Imagine a new nation forming.
At the beginning there are historic ceremonies and special moments that establish its identity.
But once the nation is established, things operate normally.
The book of Acts records those historic founding moments of the Church.
Afterward, the pattern becomes simple:
Believe in Christ — receive the Spirit.
Another word is God centered, today we would say, Christ centered. 

[bookmark: _x5aoc9wh6fci]IV. Being Baptized by the Spirit vs. Being Filled With the Spirit
This is where many believers misunderstand the issue.
The Baptism of the Spirit happens once at salvation.
But the filling of the Spirit happens many times throughout the Christian life.
[bookmark: _p63imea16wqd]Scripture
Ephesians 5:18
“Be filled with the Spirit.”
The verb in Greek means “keep being filled.”
It describes a continual surrender to God's control. Daily seeking to surrender to the Spirit of God.

[bookmark: _xjtbe5wncxd8]Illustration
Think of a sailboat.
The wind is always present, but the sail must be raised to catch it.
The Spirit lives within the believer from the moment of salvation.
But our lives must continually yield to His direction.

[bookmark: _g5li09l2gobc]Quote
Evangelist D.L. Moody once said:
“You might as well try to hear without ears or breathe without lungs as to try to live the Christian life without the Spirit of God.”
The Spirit is not simply a doctrine.
He is the power of the Christian life.

[bookmark: _i1kkmdjf482]V. The Evidence of the Spirit in a Believer's Life
The Bible never teaches that a single spiritual gift proves someone has the Spirit.
Instead, Scripture points to spiritual fruit.
[bookmark: _6xh91v5g2lwy]Scripture
Galatians 5:22–23
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”
The Spirit produces Christlike character.

[bookmark: _8c8xjmh9l228]Illustration
A tree is known by its fruit.
You don't determine what kind of tree it is by listening to its leaves.
You look at what it produces.
The presence of the Spirit is revealed not by outward excitement alone, but by a transformed life. We are transformed into a new life in Jesus Christ, a 180 degree turn, not 360. 

[bookmark: _j62nepywj1i2]VI. The Comfort and Assurance This Truth Brings
Understanding this truth should bring tremendous comfort to believers.
If you have trusted Christ for salvation:
You are not waiting for the Holy Spirit.
You already have Him. The Holy Spirit lives in the life of every believer of Jesus Christ. 
[bookmark: _wybplz45r8g]Scripture
1 Corinthians 6:19
“Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God?”
The Spirit of God now lives within every believer.
You are never alone.
God Himself dwells within you.
[bookmark: _xtab5v2li0he]Conclusion
So the question remains:
Do all believers receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit when they are saved?
The clear answer from Scripture is yes.
Every person who truly trusts in Jesus Christ:
· Is sealed by the Spirit (Ephesians 1:13)
· Baptized into the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13)
· Indwelt by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:9)
However, believers are called to continually live under the Spirit's influence and control.

[bookmark: _uji67w3tt9eu]Closing Illustration
A man once purchased a powerful new car but only drove it in first gear everywhere he went.
The engine had far more power available, but he never used it.
Many Christians live the same way.
The Spirit of God lives within them, yet they never learn to walk/live in His power.
God calls us not only to receive the Spirit, but to live daily under His direction.

[bookmark: _x6ngvp90vu70]Final Scripture
Galatians 5:25
“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”

The moment we are saved, the Spirit gives us life, not just life but, abundant life, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
But every day afterward, we must choose to walk with Him. Continually seeking to be “Christ centered or God centered.”
Illustration
When you purchase a new automobile everything that you will ever need is present in the car to operate it and drive it successfully. However, if you don’t believe it or are unwilling to put the key into the ignition (Most new cars and trucks have push buttons) to start the vehicle you will never experience what the vehicle was designed or purposed to do.
Key 
If as devoted followers of Jesus Christ, if we don’t believe, trust in, or are unwilling to surrender our will to God, we will never experience what God fully intended us to experience or do when the Holy Spirit is within us. It’s a daily process of surrender to God’s will not ours. It is essential we remain Christ centered (or God centered) and release our pride. Pride after all is the very essence of our sin nature. Without the Holy Spirit we do not belong to God and Jesus Christ has no part in us. 
Prayer from Your Pastor
Father we humbly come before you and confess we are sinners who are saved by your son Jesus Christ sacrifice, death, and resurrection. By faith we confess our sins and accept your forgiveness, grace, mercy, and love for us. As your children we ask that you strengthen us and teach us to daily seek and surrender our will, mind, heart, and souls to your Spirit. We ask in the matchless name of your son and our Savior Jesus Christ to bless and keep us in the center of your will in Jesus name Amen.     



