[bookmark: _l5b3y4pbkzfw]									04/12/2026
[bookmark: _qlgy58ffoutg]Sermon: “Now What? — Living After Easter”
Key Text: Acts of the Apostles 1:1–11
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This same Jesus… will come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.”
[bookmark: _tk53am3sxm0p]Introduction
Every year Christians celebrate the greatest event in history — the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Churches are full on Easter Sunday. The message is powerful:
The tomb is empty. Christ is risen. Death is defeated!
But the real question comes the day after Easter.
Now what?
The disciples faced the same question. They had seen the crucifixion. They had witnessed the resurrection. Jesus appeared to them for forty days.
Then He ascended into heaven to sit at the right side of his Father.
And suddenly they had to ask themselves:
“How do we live now that Easter has happened?”
Easter was not meant to be a single celebration.
It was meant to become a daily way of life.
[bookmark: _9lvixzm7oyr]I. Because of Easter, We Live With New Hope
[bookmark: _mn8xuk44iafb]Scripture
1 Peter 1:3
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
Easter means hope is alive.
The resurrection tells us:
· Sin does not win (Romans 6:14)
· Death does not win (1 Corinthians 15:55-57)
· Evil does not win (Romans 12:21)
· The grave does not win (Hosea 13:14)
Jesus wins.
[bookmark: _6dmitmyma5y5]Illustration
During World War II, when Allied forces finally began defeating Nazi Germany, the victory wasn’t finished yet. There were still battles to fight.
But historians call D-Day the turning point of the war.
The final victory was certain.
In the same way:
The resurrection was heaven’s D-Day.
The war against sin and death has already been won.
We are simply living in the days leading up to the final victory.
[bookmark: _dhoxy6tj3n1x]Practical Principle
Because Easter happened:
· We don’t live in despair (2 Corinthians 4:8-9)
· We don’t live defeated (2 Corinthians 4:8-18)
· We live with confident hope (Romans 15:13-15)
Christians are the only people who can stand beside a grave and still say:
“This is not the end.”
[bookmark: _vupl45wjq751]
[bookmark: _ja50lsssw5vl]
[bookmark: _1d46dfo9jwi]Quote
Billy Graham
“God proved His love on the cross. When Christ hung and bled and died, it was God saying to the world, ‘I love you.’ The resurrection is God saying, ‘The sacrifice was accepted.’”
[bookmark: _tt3m1uicynhy]II. Because of Easter, We Walk In New Life
[bookmark: _ff5lnyox2b7s]Scripture
Romans 6:4
“Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead… we also should walk in the newness of life.”
Easter is not just about Jesus coming out of the grave.
It is about us coming out of the old life.
The resurrection changes how we live daily.
[bookmark: _irwry5dhajkw]Practical Applications
Because of Easter we:
1. Turn from old sin
The resurrection power of Christ breaks chains.
2 Corinthians 5:17
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
2. Live with a new purpose
Life is no longer about comfort, money, or reputation.
It is about serving Christ.
3. Reflect the character of Jesus
Love
Forgiveness
Humility
Holiness
[bookmark: _s290d4htprmj]Illustration
When a butterfly emerges from a cocoon, it never goes back to crawling like a caterpillar.
Its nature has changed.
The resurrection means:
Christians are no longer meant to crawl through life.
We were made to fly in the new life Christ gives.
[bookmark: _o6favk3tipho]III. Because of Easter, We Share the Good News
[bookmark: _b044wnpgcmke]Scripture
Matthew 28:19–20
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…”
The first thing Jesus did after rising from the dead was send His followers on a mission.
Easter is not the end of the story.
It is the beginning of the church’s mission.
[bookmark: _a5fxt1cy1keh]Illustration
Imagine scientists discovering the cure for cancer but deciding to keep it private.
It would be unthinkable.
Yet many Christians know the cure for the deepest problem in the human heart — sin — and never share it.
The resurrection is the greatest news the world has ever heard.
[bookmark: _lce7ounm6jz1]Practical Ways to Live This Out
After Easter we should:
· Speak openly about our faith
· Invite others to church
· Pray for lost people
· Serve our communities
· Show Christ through our words and actions
People may not first read the Bible…
But they will read our lives. After all, we are ambassadors for Jesus Christ!
[bookmark: _c3vlqp3h0lek]Quote
Charles Spurgeon
“Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor.”
[bookmark: _6m9rcz93xxps]IV. Because of Easter, We Live With Eternal Perspective
[bookmark: _i3nx0j7skurn]Scripture
Colossians 3:1–2
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above… set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”
The resurrection reminds us:
This world is not our final home, it’s our training ground. We’re just passing through.
Everything we see here is temporary.
But eternity is real, for ever and ever.
[bookmark: _w1hmyxxz2t5a]Illustration
Missionary Jim Elliot once wrote:
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
The resurrection changes how we view:
· Money
· Success
· Possessions
· Time
· Our earthly body
Why?
Because eternity is coming.
[bookmark: _2uwnqjtep8ae]Closing Illustration
After the resurrection, the disciples were completely transformed.
Before Easter:
· They hid in fear (John 20:19)
· They denied Jesus (Luke 22:54-62; Matthew 22:55-62)
· They ran away (Mark 14:50)
After Easter:
· They preached boldly (Acts 4:23-31)
· They endured persecution (2 Timothy 3:11-13)
· Many died as martyrs (1 Peter 5:8)
What changed?
They were eye witnesses to the risen Christ! Thomas actually touched his wrist.
Once you truly understand the resurrection, you can never live the same again.
[bookmark: _x03wc9dci1kk]Final Challenge
Easter is not just a holiday.
It is a life-changing reality.
So the real question today is:
Now what?
Because Jesus lives:
· We live with hope (Romans 15:4; 1 Peter 1:3; Romans 12:12)
· We walk in new life (Romans 6:4)
· We share the good news (Hebrews 13:8)
· We focus on eternity (2 Corinthians 4:18)
[bookmark: _2fclxecilq7i]Final Scripture
1 Corinthians 15:58
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”

✅ The tomb is still empty.
✅ Christ is still risen.
✅ And our mission is just beginning.
Closing Prayer:
Father God, now that all the celebration of the Holy Week is over in the physical sense, keep the fire of the Holy Spirit and true meaning of Easter burning deep in my (our) mind and heart. Help me (us) to fully understand the purpose and value of what has just taken place in our lives and eternity. That our transgressions have been forgiven and we have been transformed from our sinful nature to your righteousness and that I am not the same person. By the renewing of our minds and hearts we have been transformed. We are no longer who we were before we received you as our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
We too commit ourselves to the teaching of the disciples of Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures. May we get into the Scripture so the Scriptures get into us so that we are scholars and people of the Word. Teach us to pray as you taught the disciples to pray and fast. 
To you Lord Jesus be the glory, honor, for ever and ever until your coming and we meet you face to face in the name of Jesus Christ we pray Amen. 


[bookmark: _4wb9oirf0918]Sermon Handout:					04/12/2026
[bookmark: _4w7ntx4e5l1u]Now what – Living After Easter Is Over.”
[bookmark: _f4caoho1ldlh]Now what? — Living After Easter
Key Scripture: Acts 1:1–11
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This same Jesus… will come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven.”

[bookmark: _kykbq3np3ift]The Question After Easter
Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The tomb is empty and Christ is alive. But the resurrection was never meant to be only a once-a-year celebration.
The real question every believer must answer is:
Now what?
How should followers of Jesus live after Easter?

[bookmark: _73gnmn690sv9]1. Because of Easter, We Live With New Hope
Scripture
1 Peter 1:3
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
Truth
The resurrection proves that:
· Sin does not have the final word
· Death does not have the final victory
· The grave is not the end
Because Jesus lives, believers have living hope.
Practical Application
This week I will choose hope by:
· Trusting God during difficult situations
· Remembering that Christ has overcome death
· Encouraging someone who is discouraged

[bookmark: _7tyzen88nbz]2. Because of Easter, We Walk In New Life
Scripture
Romans 6:4
“Just as Christ was raised from the dead… we also should walk in the newness of life.”
Truth
The resurrection is not only about Jesus rising from the dead.
It is about believers living a transformed life.
Practical Application
Because of Christ’s resurrection I will:
· Turn away from sin
· Pursue holiness in my daily life
· Reflect Christ in my words and actions
Reflection Question
What area of my life needs resurrection change?

[bookmark: _doczdwt23472]3. Because of Easter, We Share The Good News
Scripture
Matthew 28:19–20
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…”
Truth
The first command Jesus gave after the resurrection was a mission.
Every Christian is called to share the message of Jesus.
Practical Application
This week I will:
· Pray for someone who needs Christ
· Invite someone to church
· Share my faith when God gives opportunity
Name someone you are praying for:

[bookmark: _zgxj5etku6sl]4. Because of Easter, We Live With Eternal Perspective
Scripture
Colossians 3:1–2
“Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”
Truth
The resurrection reminds us that this world is not our final home.
Christians live with eternity in view.
Practical Application
This week I will:
· Focus on what truly matters
· Invest time in spiritual growth
· Serve others with Christlike love

[bookmark: _o2q7cn9mhmp1]Key Quote
Billy Graham once said:
“The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. Because He lives, we also shall live.”

[bookmark: _wf5fketfm6bw]Final Encouragement
1 Corinthians 15:58
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”

[bookmark: _b1lkizunadjm]Weekly Prayer
Lord Jesus,
Thank You for the power of the resurrection.
Help me live every day with hope, new life, bold faith, and eternal perspective.
May my life reflect that You are alive in me and throughout the known world and universe
Amen.


