II. The Danger of Becoming Like the World 
The greatest spiritual danger is not that Christians live in the world. 
The danger is that the world begins to live inside the Christian. 
The Bible warns about this in First Epistle of John 2:15–16:
“Do not love the world or the things in the world… For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father.” 
The “world” in this passage does not mean people. God loves people. 
Christ died for people. 
The “world” refers to the sinful system of values that opposes God. It includes attitudes like: 
● Self-centeredness 
● Pride 
● Greed 
● Immorality 
● Rebellion against God 
When believers adopt those values, the line between the church and the world begins to disappear. 
Illustration: The Boat and the Water 
A boat is designed to be in the water. 
That is where it functions best. 
But if the water ever gets inside the boat, it begins to sink. 
Christians are like that boat. 
We are meant to live in the world, but the moment the values of the world begin to fill our hearts, our spiritual life begins to sink.
