Sermon Title: 
“In the World, But Not of the World” 
Primary Scripture: 
Gospel of John 17:14–18 
Introduction 
One of the greatest challenges for Christians today is learning how to live faithfully in a world that does not share our values. 
Jesus never called His followers to escape the world. He never told believers to isolate themselves from society, culture, or people who think differently. Instead, He gave a far more difficult assignment: live in the world while belonging to another kingdom. 
In His prayer for His disciples, Jesus said: 
“I have given them Your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world… I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one.” (John 17:14–15) 
Christians live with a holy tension. Christ centered, not world centered. We are citizens of heaven, and temporary residents of earth. 
We work in the world, raise families in the world, and interact with the culture around us—yet our identity and allegiance belong to God. 
So the question for every believer becomes: 
How do we live in the world without becoming like the world? 

