
















 
Our instructions above apply to traditional frames or unframed stretched 
canvasses where d-rings and wiring is usual and is required. However, 
recognizing that some members are using untraditional frames which they 
have adapted for their work, the AFAA will accept other types of framing 
and hanging systems if certain conditions are met. Please carefully read 
the guidelines below. 

Preparing untraditional frames for AFAA 
shows 
 

Use d-rings and wiring as in the traditional instructions if at all possible. Some 
commercial frames that have other hanging systems when you buy them (e.g. 
alligator clips) will accept the addition of d-rings and wiring. This is the preferred 
method if you can do so without jeopardizing the integrity of the frame or your art 
work. Many alligator clips cannot be used with some of our hooks as they are not 
deep enough to accept them. If you cannot use a d ring but have some other way of 
securing a properly placed wire this may be acceptable if it does not weaken the 
frame, it is secure, and professional looking and is approved by our quality control 
team.  

 We have these main concerns for both traditional and 
untraditional frames. 

The piece must be in excellent condition, front and back. Our buyers expect 
professional work, front and back!  

Wooden or Metal Frames 

Ensure the paint is neat, no scratches, nicks, or dents on frames. Corners are 
smooth and well-aligned especially those of metal sectional frames.  



Unframed canvasses must have edges neatly painted in either black, grey or 
as a continuation of your artwork image. These should have d rings and wire as 
with traditional framing.  

Protective Glass Covering – for Framed or Unframed Painting 

Ensure edges of cleaned glass are smooth, no sharp areas (especially those 
without frames). Clips that go with the glass without frames are safely 
positioned and properly spaced and the hanging wire is properly placed.  

Acid-Free Mats 

Ensure a protective mat is placed between the glass and art work. Likewise, an 
acid free paper or cardboard is placed behind the painting  (if applicable) and 
back cover.  Always use acid-free tape to maintain consistency of standards.  
Masking tape is strongly discouraged.  

Multi-stranded Wires, D-ring Hooks and Clips 

Always use multi-stranded picture hanging wire with gauges #4, 8, 10, etc. that 
can support the weight of the painting.  Use plastic coated wire if possible or 
ensure that ends are taped. 

Your art work must be able to be hung securely on our panels with our hooks. They 
will then be secure for our buyers as well. 

If you are in any doubt about whether your piece is “show ready” -- There will be a 
workshop prior to our show where you may bring in your piece to be checked by our 
quality control team to make sure it is ready for hanging on our panels with our 
hooks. 

On the day of the show: Bring your piece in to be approved at the designated time. 
Decisions of the quality control team will be final at that time. We will not be able to 
show art work that does not meet the conditions as stated in the instructions and 
guidelines here. 

 

 


