Victoria, Seychelles: The Jewel of the Indian Ocean
Cruise Enrichment Presentation Script

Slide 1: Welcome to Victoria, Seychelles
Image cue: Aerial view of Mahé Island with turquoise waters and lush hills.
Welcome to Victoria, the charming capital of the Seychelles, a paradise of 115 islands scattered across the Indian Ocean. Known for its white-sand beaches, coral reefs, and tropical forests, Seychelles is one of the world’s premier luxury cruise destinations — where natural beauty meets easy island elegance.

Slide 2: Gateway to the Islands
Image cue: Map showing Victoria, Mahé, and surrounding islands.
The Port of Victoria, located on Mahé Island, is the main cruise port and commercial hub of the Seychelles. From here, it’s just minutes to the capital’s markets, botanical gardens, and beaches.
Mahé is the largest island, home to about 90% of the population — a blend of African, European, and Asian heritage reflected in the islands’ relaxed and cosmopolitan culture.

Slide 3: Getting Around
Image cue: Victoria harbor and taxis along the waterfront.
Cruise ships dock directly in Victoria Harbor, a short walk or taxi ride from town. Taxis are readily available, and car rentals are an easy option for exploring the island’s scenic coastal roads.
The local currency is the Seychellois Rupee (SCR). English, French, and Creole are all official languages — communication is effortless wherever you go.

Slide 4: Exploring Victoria
Image cue: Clock Tower, Market Street, and Sir Selwyn Clarke Market.
Victoria may be one of the world’s smallest capitals, but it’s packed with color and charm. Highlights include:
· Sir Selwyn Clarke Market: A lively spot filled with spices, tropical fruit, and local crafts.
· Clock Tower: A replica of London’s Vauxhall Clock, standing at the city’s heart since 1903.
· Botanical Gardens: Home to giant Aldabra tortoises, exotic palms, and fruit bats.
It’s a city that can be explored comfortably in a few hours — perfect for cruise guests.

Slide 5: Beaches of Mahé
Image cue: Beau Vallon Beach and Anse Intendance.
Mahé’s beaches are legendary.
· Beau Vallon Beach: The most popular, just 10 minutes from the port — great for swimming, water sports, and open-air cafés.
· Anse Royale: South of the island, offering calm waters for snorkeling.
· Anse Intendance: A wilder, more dramatic stretch of sand framed by granite boulders.
Every beach in the Seychelles feels like a private postcard.

Slide 6: Nature and Adventure
Image cue: Morne Seychellois National Park and island trails.
The island’s lush interior offers plenty for nature lovers. Morne Seychellois National Park covers over 20% of Mahé and features hiking trails through rainforests and mountain peaks with panoramic ocean views.
Wildlife enthusiasts will find endemic birds, orchids, and rare palms unique to the Seychelles. Guided hikes and eco-tours are easy to arrange near the port.

Slide 7: Island Hopping
Image cue: Praslin, La Digue, and Curieuse islands.
From Victoria, ferries and small catamarans connect to neighboring islands:
· Praslin: Home to Vallée de Mai, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the legendary Coco de Mer palm.
· La Digue: Known for Anse Source d’Argent, one of the most photographed beaches in the world.
· Curieuse Island: A sanctuary for giant tortoises and mangrove forests.
Island-hopping here feels effortless — each stop more stunning than the last.

Slide 8: Seychelles Cuisine
Image cue: Grilled fish, curries, and tropical fruit.
Seychellois cuisine is a delicious fusion of African, Indian, and French flavors. Enjoy grilled red snapper, octopus curry, or ladob, a dessert made from bananas and coconut milk.
Fresh fruit and seafood dominate menus, and dining by the sea with a cool Seybrew lager or a glass of local Takamaka rum is part of the experience.

Slide 9: Shopping and Souvenirs
Image cue: Market stalls with spices, shells, and crafts.
Look for vanilla pods, spice blends, coconut oil, and handcrafted jewelry made from seashells or local woods. The Camion Hall Craft Centre and the Victoria Market are the best places to find authentic, handmade souvenirs.

Slide 10: Local Tips
Image cue: Rupee notes, taxis, and café terraces.
· Currency: Seychellois Rupee (SCR).
· Language: English, French, and Creole.
· Dress: Light, casual clothing; modest attire for churches.
· Safety: Extremely safe and welcoming.
· Tipping: Around 10% appreciated.
· Weather: Warm year-round; tropical showers common.

Slide 11: Sustainability and Conservation
Image cue: Coral reef restoration and marine reserve.
Seychelles is a leader in eco-tourism. Nearly half of its land area is protected, and strict conservation laws preserve its reefs and wildlife. Many resorts and tour operators focus on sustainability, from reef restoration to plastic-free operations.
Visitors are encouraged to respect local ecosystems — “leave only footprints” truly applies here.

Slide 12: The Spirit of the Seychelles
Image cue: Sunset over Beau Vallon Bay.
Victoria is small, but the Seychelles’ spirit is vast — an invitation to slow down, breathe, and rediscover what paradise feels like. Whether you come for luxury, nature, or simply the light on the sea, this is an island that stays with you.
Closing line: Keep exploring — and who knows, your next favorite port might be waiting among the islands of the Seychelles.

