Valdez Alaska Self-Guided Walking Tour
A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Valdez, Alaska
Important Notes Before You Start:
· A Town Reborn: Modern Valdez was relocated and rebuilt after the devastating 1964 earthquake. You won't find old, historic buildings, but a modern, functional town with a dramatic setting.
· Weather & Gear: Valdez is in a coastal rainforest and is one of the snowiest cities in the US. Even in summer, expect cool temperatures and rain. A waterproof jacket, layers, and sturdy shoes are essential.
· Safety: Valdez is a very safe and walkable small town. Be mindful of traffic on the main roads.
· Cruise Ship Access: Ships dock at the Valdez Small Boat Harbor, which is right at the edge of downtown, making it a perfect starting point.

Tour Overview
· Start/End: Valdez Small Boat Harbor (Cruise Ship Dock)
· Total Walking Time: Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours (without stops)
· Total Time with Stops: 3 - 5 hours
· Highlights: The Harbor, Museum, Pipeline Terminal View, Solomon Gulch Fish Hatchery, and Glacier Views.

The Walking Tour Itself
1. Start: Valdez Small Boat Harbor
· Soak in the atmosphere of a busy fishing and tour-boat harbor. You'll see charter boats, commercial fishing vessels, and the boats for the famous Columbia Glacier tours. Keep an eye out for sea lions and sea otters in the water.
2. Stop: The Valdez Museum & Historical Archive
· Walking Direction: A 5-minute walk from the harbor, located on Egan Drive (the main road).
· What to See: This is an essential first stop. The museum provides crucial context for Valdez's unique history. Excellent exhibits cover the Gold Rush trail, the 1964 earthquake and tsunami that destroyed the old town, the rebuilding process, and the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. Don't miss the historic fire truck and the scale model of old Valdez.
3. Stop: The Pipeline Terminus Viewpoint
· Walking Direction: From the museum, continue west on Egan Drive for about 10-15 minutes. Look for viewing areas near the ferry terminal.
· What to See: While you can't see the actual pipeline terminus (it's across the bay), this area offers a view of the tanker loading facility and the terminal. It's a reminder that Valdez is the southern endpoint of the 800-mile Trans-Alaska Pipeline, a critical piece of Alaskan infrastructure.
4. Stop: The Solomon Gulch Fish Hatchery
· Important: This is the one stop that is too far to walk comfortably (about 2.5 miles from the harbor). It is highly recommended to take a taxi.
· What to See: If you are visiting from July to September, this is a spectacular sight. The hatchery releases millions of salmon, and during the return run, the waters below the hatchery can be a literal frenzy of fish. It's not uncommon to see dozens of sea lions, hundreds of seals, and bald eagles all feasting on the salmon. The concentration of wildlife is incredible.
5. Lunch Break
· Options: Downtown Valdez has several good choices.
· For a Local Vibe: The Fat Mermaid is a popular spot for wood-fired pizzas and salads.
· For Fresh Seafood: The Alaska Halibut House is famous for its fish and chips.
· For a Waterfront View: The Totem Inn Restaurant offers a classic American menu.
6. Stop: The Mineral Creek Trail (Nature Walk)
· Walking Direction: A 15-20 minute walk from downtown. Head west on Hanagita Street to its end, where the trailhead begins.
· What to See: This is a gentle, scenic trail that follows Mineral Creek into a beautiful canyon. You'll walk on an old road bed used during the gold rush, with views of the creek and surrounding mountains. It’s a perfect way to experience a slice of Alaskan wilderness right from town.
7. Stop: The Remembering Old Valdez Memorial
· Walking Direction: Located near the Civic Center and the Valdez Museum on Fairbanks Drive.
· What to See: This touching memorial features a map of the original, pre-1964 earthquake town site etched in granite, allowing you to see where the old streets and buildings once stood.
8. Stop: Glacier & Mountain Viewing
· Walking Direction: Simply walk along the waterfront or any open area in town and look around.
· What to See: Valdez is surrounded by stunning scenery. Look for the Valdez Glacier to the northeast and the towering, snow-capped peaks of the Chugach Mountains that encircle the town. The view down the fjord of Port Valdez is magnificent.
9. End: Return to the Small Boat Harbor
· Walking Direction/Taxi: A simple walk back through downtown to the harbor. If you took a taxi to the Fish Hatchery, you can have it drop you back at the harbor.

If You Have More Time & Energy (Requires a Tour):
The absolute best of Valdez is not in the town itself, but in the surrounding waters and mountains. To truly experience Valdez, you need to take a tour.
· Columbia Glacier Cruise: This is the #1 activity. A boat tour takes you to the face of one of the largest tideswater glaciers in North America. You'll see towering blue ice, likely witness calving, and spot a wealth of marine wildlife.
· Glacier Kayaking: Paddle amongst icebergs in a serene glacial lagoon for an up-close and personal experience.
· Stan Stephens Glacier Cruise: Another excellent operator known for their wildlife and glacier tours to Columbia and other glaciers in Prince William Sound.
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: The perfect self-guided day is to visit the Valdez Museum, stroll the harbor, and if the salmon are running, take a taxi to the Solomon Gulch Fish Hatchery for a world-class wildlife spectacle. However, if you can only do one thing, a Columbia Glacier cruise is an unforgettable Alaskan experience that showcases the raw beauty this region is famous for.
Enjoy your time in this rugged and spectacular corner of Alaska
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