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A Lifelong Wrestling Match with Words
I’ve spent more than 76 years wrestling with English spelling. As someone with dyslexia, I can tell you that the English language is not designed to be friendly. It’s a maze of silent letters, contradictory rules, and bizarre exceptions. 
Spell check and Grammarly have saved me more times than I can count. So, if you’ve ever looked at a word like "Wednesday" and thought, "That can't be right," you’re in good company.
English is absurd, and that’s exactly what makes it so fascinating. Today, we’re going to explore the chaos, charm, and comedy of English spelling. Why is it the way it is? Who tried to fix it? And why did they fail?

Why English Spelling Is So Weird
Let’s start at the root of the mess.
English is a Frankenstein’s monster of a language. It’s Germanic at its core, but it absorbed chunks of Latin, French, Norse, Greek, and even Dutch. This patchwork has left us with a system that doesn’t follow consistent rules.
· From Latin we got silent "b" in words like debt and subtle.
· From Old Norse we inherited silent "k" in knight, knit, and know.
· From French we borrowed silent letters and extra vowels, then forgot how to pronounce half of them.
Unlike Spanish or Italian, which are mostly phonetic, English has no central authority to streamline spelling. No language academy. No absolute rules. Just a long series of historical compromises and printing errors that somehow became permanent.

The Silent Letter Hall of Infamy
Silent letters are the VIPs in English’s absurdity parade. They show up, do nothing, and make life harder for everyone. Well at least for me.
Let’s take a moment to appreciate the worst offenders.
Visual Aid Chart: Common Silent Letters and Sample Words
· B – Debt, doubt, subtle, thumb
· K – Knife, know, knock, knight
· GH – Through, daughter, though, night
· P – Psychology, pneumonia, Ptarmigan
· W – Wrestle, wrist, wrong, whole
· L – Talk, calf, salmon, would
Quick challenge: "say this word phonetically -  handkerchief?"
These spellings often trace back to pronunciation from centuries ago, or attempts by scholars to make English look more like Latin. The problem? Pronunciation changed, but spelling didn’t. Welcome to the Museum of Linguistic Fossils.

Words That Defy Logic
Now let’s tour some of the worst offenders:
· Yacht – A German-Dutch hybrid with a silent "ch." It’s like someone sneezed while spelling “boat.”
· Queue – One useful letter (Q) followed by a silent parade (UEUE). Just say the letter and skip the rest.
· Colonel – Spelled like "kernel" with a thesaurus.
· Asthma – Pronounced "az-ma." Even the word seems to gasp for breath.
· Island – A fake silent "s" was added by 16th-century scholars who wanted it to resemble Latin insula.
Ask the audience: "Who here says 'Wed-nes-day' in their head to spell it correctly?"

Roosevelt and Twain: Spelling Reform’s Odd Couple
By the early 1900s, people were so frustrated with spelling that President Theodore Roosevelt tried to fix it.
In 1906, Roosevelt ordered government printers to adopt simplified spellings for 300 words, fotograf, thru, nite, and the like. Mark Twain, a longtime critic of English spelling, cheered him on.
Congress, the press, and the public, however, were not amused. Newspapers mocked Roosevelt. Congress threatened to cut funding for any documents using the simplified spellings. As a result, the plan died quickly.
But some of Roosevelt’s suggestions stuck. American dictionaries began to reflect them:
Roosevelt’s Simplified Spellings Char
	Original
	Roosevelt’s Version
	Adopted in U.S.?

	Programme
	Program
	Yes

	Plough
	Plow
	Yes

	Catalogue
	Catalog
	Yes

	Though
	Tho
	No

	Night
	Nite
	Informally


Sadly, for us today, 5 out of 300 is not a big win.
Twain, ever the wit, later said: "I don't give a damn for a man that can only spell a word one way."

Autocorrect and the Digital Spelling Circus
Fast-forward to now. Our phones try to spell for us, often with tragicomic results.
Try saying these words out loud: though, tough, through, thought. They kind of all look the same but sound different?
Autocorrect fails are modern-day spelling chaos:
· Type ghost, get goat.
· Try subtle charm, get sublet chart.
· Say Wednesday wedding, autocorrect says weeds neon wedding.
Add in predictive text, emojis, and slang, and spelling is now optional. Words like thx, pls, ur, and u are carving out a new shorthand where silent letters are not just ignored, they’re deleted.

Evolving English: Language in Motion
English isn’t broken; it’s evolving. And silent letters are part of that story. Some may eventually disappear. Others will become symbols of a more complex, richer past.
"Would you rather live in a world where knight is spelled nite, or do silent letters make our language more interesting?"

Final Thoughts: 
Embrace the Chaos
English spelling is illogical, complicated, and sometimes downright cruel. But it's also full of history, character, and charm.
People like Roosevelt and Twain tried to simplify it. Autocorrect tries to guess it. And through it all, we've managed to keep using it, laughing, adapting, and occasionally Googling how to spell handkerchief.
For those of us who’ve struggled with spelling, and those who just enjoy the madness, it’s a reminder that language isn’t supposed to be perfect. It’s supposed to be human.
So, here’s to English: the only language where a knight can wrestle a ghost in a castle on Wednesday, and not a single letter sounds like it should.
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