A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Tangier, Morocco
Important Notes Before You Start:
· Safety: Tangier is generally safe, but the medina can be a labyrinth. Be vigilant against pickpockets and persistent "guides" who may offer their services unsolicited. A firm "No, thank you" ("La, shukran") is usually sufficient.
· Pace & Comfort: This tour involves hills, stairs, and uneven surfaces in the medina. Wear sturdy, comfortable walking shoes. The sun can be strong, so a hat and sunscreen are recommended.
· Currency: Have Moroccan Dirhams (MAD) for small purchases, cafes, and market souvenirs. Credit cards are accepted in some larger stores.
· Culture: Dress modestly to respect local customs (covering shoulders and knees is appreciated, especially in the medina).

Tour Overview
· Start/End: Tangier Cruise Ship Terminal (Tangier Ville Port)
· Total Walking Time: Approx. 2 - 2.5 hours (without stops)
· Total Time with Stops: 4 - 6 hours
· Highlights: Grand Socco, Kasbah Museum, Medina, Petit Socco, American Legation Museum, and the waterfront.

The Walking Tour Itself
1. Start: Tangier Cruise Ship Terminal
· Your ship docks conveniently close to the city center. Exit the port and you'll see the modern city to your left and the historic medina perched on the hill ahead and to your right.
2. Stop: Place du 9 Avril 1947 (Grand Socco)
· Walking Direction: From the port, walk inland (south) for about 10-15 minutes. You'll arrive at a large, bustling square.
· What to See: This is the main gateway between the new city (Ville Nouvelle) and the old medina. It's a vibrant hub with a central fountain, gardens (the Granada), and the beautiful Sidi Bou Abid Mosque with its distinctive green-tiled minaret. It's a great spot for people-watching.
3. Stop: The Kasbah & Kasbah Museum (Dar el Makhzen)
· Walking Direction: From the Grand Socco, enter the medina through the main Bab Fahs gate and follow the signs uphill to the "Kasbah." It's a 10-15 minute walk uphill through narrow streets.
· What to See:
· The Kasbah Walls: The fortified citadel at the highest point of the medina.
· Kasbah Museum: Housed in the former Sultan's Palace (Dar el Makhzen), this museum boasts beautiful architecture and excellent exhibits on Moroccan history from prehistoric to modern times, with a focus on the Tangier region.
· Place de la Kasbah: The main square inside the Kasbah, with stunning views over the Strait of Gibraltar.
4. Stop: The Medina Labyrinth
· Walking Direction: From the Kasbah, descend into the heart of the medina. There's no single route—getting lost is part of the fun! Generally, head downhill.
· What to See & Do:
· Shopping & Souks: Wander through streets dedicated to specific crafts: leather, brass, carpets, and spices.
· Architecture: Admire the whitewashed houses with green-shuttered windows and intricate doorways.
· Atmosphere: Soak in the sounds of hawkers, the smells of spices and bread, and the vibrant daily life. Don't be afraid to explore side alleys.
5. Stop: Petit Socco (Souk Dakhli)
· Walking Direction: As you descend through the medina, you'll eventually reach this small, famous square.
· What to See: Once known as a slightly seedy hangout for writers and spies (like William S. Burroughs), it's now a bustling square filled with cafe terraces. It's the perfect place to stop for a mint tea and watch the world go by.
6. Stop: The American Legation Museum
· Walking Direction: A short walk from the Petit Socco, well-signposted within the medina.
· What to See: A unique and fascinating piece of history. This was the first American public property abroad and is the only U.S. National Historic Landmark located outside the United States. It commemorates the long-standing relationship between the U.S. and Morocco and houses a collection of art and historical artifacts.
7. Lunch Break
· Options: You are in the perfect area for an authentic meal.
· In the Medina: Find a traditional restaurant for a classic Moroccan tagine or couscous.
· For a View: Le Saveur du Poisson is a famous, fixed-menu fish restaurant, but requires booking. Alternatively, several cafes near the port offer great views of the sea.
8. Stop: The Corniche & Beach
· Walking Direction: Exit the medina near the port and turn left to walk along the wide, modern Boulevard Mohamed VI.
· What to See & Do: This is Tangier's modern face. Stroll along the corniche, watch locals play football on the beach, and enjoy the fresh sea air. You'll get a great view back at the medina and kasbah perched on the hill.
9. Stop: Place de France
· Walking Direction: At the end of the corniche, you'll reach this elegant circle.
· What to See: This is the heart of the Ville Nouvelle. Sit at the famous Café de Paris—a historic institution and a perfect spot for a coffee and to watch the city's elegant passagiata.
10. End: Return to the Cruise Ship Terminal
· Walking Direction: From Place de France, it's a simple and flat 10-15 minute walk back to the port entrance.

If You Have More Time & Energy (Requires Transport):
If you have a half-day, consider these unforgettable trips:
· Caves of Hercules: A short drive south of the city, this natural cave complex has a famous seaward opening shaped like the map of Africa. Legend says Hercules slept here.
· Cap Spartel: The northwesternmost point of Africa, where the Atlantic Ocean meets the Mediterranean Sea. There's a picturesque lighthouse and stunning views.
· Traditional Moroccan Hammam: For a truly cultural experience, visit a local bathhouse to relax and be scrubbed clean (be aware that public hammams are gender-segregated and can be intimidating for first-timers; tourist-friendly spas are an alternative).
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: A combined taxi tour to Cap Spartel and the Caves of Hercules is a popular and highly rewarding half-day excursion that showcases the dramatic natural beauty of the Tangier coastline.
Enjoy your time in this legendary and multifaceted city where Africa meets Europe


