St. John's, Newfoundland Walking Tour
Starting and Ending at the Cruise Ship Dock
Total Distance: ~3 miles | Duration: 3-4 hours (plus time for stops)
Route Overview
This tour takes you through North America's oldest city, showcasing colorful row houses, dramatic coastal scenery, historic sites, and the famous Signal Hill. Experience St. John's unique culture, maritime heritage, and stunning harbor views.

The Walk
Start: St. John's Cruise Terminal (Harbour Drive)
1. Water Street (0.3 miles) 
· Walk up to Water Street, the oldest commercial street in North America (established 1583)
· Browse independent shops, pubs, and cafés in historic buildings
· Stop at Rocket Bakery or Jumping Bean for coffee
· See the brightly painted storefronts typical of St. John's
2. George Street (0.1 miles) 
· Turn onto George Street, famous for having the most bars and pubs per square foot in North America
· While quiet during the day, you'll see why it's legendary at night
· Colorful buildings and lively atmosphere
3. The Rooms (0.4 miles uphill) 
· Walk up to this impressive museum perched on the hill
· Houses the provincial museum, art gallery, and archives
· Stunning architecture inspired by fishing "rooms" (storage buildings)
· Free admission; panoramic views of the harbor from outside
· Worth going inside if you have time
4. Bannerman Park (0.2 miles) 
· Victorian-era park (1891) perfect for a rest
· Beautiful walking paths, fountain, and mature trees
· Local gathering spot
5. Jellybean Row - Gower Street (0.5 miles) 
· Walk down through residential streets to see the famous colorful row houses
· Gower Street has some of the best examples
· These vibrant heritage homes are St. John's signature
· Perfect for photos
6. Quidi Vidi Village (1 mile - optional detour) 
· This adds significant distance but is worth it if you have time
· Picturesque fishing village within the city
· Visit Quidi Vidi Brewery (oldest microbrewery in Newfoundland)
· Stunning harbor surrounded by cliffs
· Working fishing stages and colorful boats
· Alternative: Skip this and add more time at Signal Hill
7. Signal Hill National Historic Site (0.8 miles uphill) 
· The iconic landmark overlooking St. John's
· Site where Marconi received the first transatlantic wireless signal (1901)
· Cabot Tower at the summit - climb for 360° views
· Walk along the clifftop trails
· See the harbor narrows and dramatic coastal scenery
· Watch for icebergs (spring/early summer) and whales (summer)
· Military history with WWII gun emplacements
8. Battery Neighborhood (0.3 miles downhill - steep!) 
· Descend via the Battery, a historic fishing village clinging to the cliff
· Tiny colorful houses stacked on impossibly steep terrain
· Narrow streets barely wide enough for cars
· Authentic Newfoundland character
· Caution: Very steep - take your time
9. Return via Harbour (0.4 miles) 
· Walk along the waterfront back to the cruise terminal
· Pass fishing boats and harbor activity
· See the narrows - the dramatic harbor entrance
End: St. John's Cruise Terminal

Top Stops Along the Way
Dining:
· The Adelaide Oyster House - Fresh seafood on Water Street
· Bacalao - Upscale Newfoundland cuisine
· Chinched Bistro - Creative local ingredients
· The Celtic Hearth - Traditional pub fare
· Mallard Cottage - Award-winning, rustic dining (requires reservation, in Quidi Vidi)
Must-Try Local Specialties:
· Fish and chips (cod, of course)
· Toutons - Fried bread dough (breakfast item)
· Jiggs dinner - Traditional salt beef and vegetables
· Cod tongues - Local delicacy
· Screech - Newfoundland rum (try a "Screeching In" ceremony at a pub)
Cafés & Bakeries:
· Rocket Bakery - Excellent coffee and baked goods
· Jumping Bean - Local coffee roaster
· Relish Gourmet Burgers - Casual lunch spot
Shopping:
· NONIA (Newfoundland Outport Nursing and Industrial Association) - Traditional crafts and knits
· The Newfoundland Weavery - Local textiles
· Posie Row & Co. - Local artisan goods
· Downtown shops on Water Street for local art and souvenirs

Cultural Highlights
· Colorful Houses: Originally painted bright colors so fishermen could find their homes in the fog
· Newfoundland Dialect: Unique vocabulary and expressions
· Music Scene: Traditional Irish/folk music thrives here
· Maritime Heritage: Oldest city in North America with continuous European settlement
· The Great Fire of 1892: Destroyed much of the city; current buildings mostly post-fire

Tips
· Steep Hills: St. John's is VERY hilly - wear excellent walking shoes and pace yourself
· Weather: "If you don't like the weather, wait five minutes" - bring layers and rain gear
· Fog: Common, especially summer mornings; views from Signal Hill may be obscured
· Signal Hill: Can be windy and cold at the top even on warm days
· Icebergs: Late May through early June is peak season; ask locals where they've been spotted
· Timing: Most shops open 10am-6pm; George Street comes alive after 9pm
· Dialect: Don't be afraid to ask Newfoundlanders to repeat themselves - the accent is thick!
· Stay Right: Newfoundlanders are incredibly friendly - chat with locals
Alternative Route Options
Shorter Tour (Skip Quidi Vidi):
· Focus on downtown, The Rooms, and Signal Hill: ~2 miles, 2-3 hours
Focus on Downtown:
· Water Street, George Street, Jellybean Row, and harbor: ~1.5 miles, 1.5-2 hours
Battery Alternative:
· If the steep descent is too much, return from Signal Hill via Signal Hill Road back to downtown

Historical Context
St. John's has been a hub for European fishing fleets since the late 1400s. John Cabot arrived in 1497, and by 1583 Sir Humphrey Gilbert claimed it for England. The city's strategic location made it vital in both World Wars - Signal Hill was a key defense point. The harbor's narrow entrance (called "The Narrows") made it easily defensible and one of the best natural harbors in the world.
Photo Opportunities
· Colorful row houses on Gower Street
· View from Cabot Tower
· The Narrows from Signal Hill
· The Battery's cliffside houses
· Harbor and boats from various vantage points

Enjoy exploring this vibrant, historic, and uniquely Newfoundland city! Don't forget to get "screeched in" at a local pub if you want the full experience!

