[bookmark: _Hlk212582976]A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Sitka, Alaska
Important Notes Before You Start:
· Weather & Gear: Sitka is in a temperate rainforest. Rain is common, so a waterproof jacket and comfortable, waterproof shoes are essential. The terrain is mostly flat with a few gentle hills.
· Cruise Ship Access: Ships anchor in Sitka Sound and tender passengers to the Sitka Sound Cruise Terminal on Halibut Point Road. This is about a 10-15 minute free shuttle bus ride from the downtown core. The shuttle drops you at the Harrigan Centennial Hall, which is the perfect starting point for this tour.
· Safety: Sitka is a very safe and walkable town. The main precaution is for vehicle traffic when crossing streets.

Tour Overview
· Start: Harrigan Centennial Hall (Downtown Shuttle Drop-off)
· End: Sitka National Historical Park or back at Harrigan Hall
· Total Walking Time: Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours (without stops)
· Total Time with Stops: 4 - 6 hours
· Highlights: St. Michael's Cathedral, Russian Bishop's House, Sheldon Jackson Museum, Sitka National Historical Park, Totem Poles.

The Walking Tour Itself
1. Start: Harrigan Centennial Hall & Visitor Center
· Location: 330 Harbor Drive. This is your shuttle drop-off point.
· What to Do: Pick up a detailed map, use the restrooms, and check out the small exhibits about local history and wildlife. The view of the harbor from here is excellent.
2. Stop: St. Michael's Russian Orthodox Cathedral
· Walking Direction: A 2-minute walk from Harrigan Hall up Lincoln Street.
· What to See: This is Sitka's most iconic landmark. The cathedral, with its distinctive onion domes, is a replica of the original 1840s church that burned in 1966 (many artifacts were saved). You can go inside (small donation requested) to see the beautiful icons and feel the deep sense of history. It is the seat of the Russian Orthodox Church in Alaska.
3. Stop: The Russian Bishop's House (National Park Service)
· Walking Direction: A 5-minute walk from the Cathedral, down Lincoln Street.
· What to See: This is one of the oldest surviving Russian buildings in North America. A ranger-led tour (free with entry) takes you through the meticulously restored living quarters and the chapel, offering a fascinating glimpse into the Russian colonial period. This is a must-see for history buffs.
4. Stop: Sheldon Jackson Museum
· Walking Direction: A 10-minute walk from the Bishop's House, located on the campus of Sheldon Jackson College.
· What to See: Housed in a unique octagonal building, this is Alaska's oldest museum. It contains an incredible collection of Alaska Native artifacts—including masks, baskets, and tools—assembled by Reverend Sheldon Jackson in the late 19th century. It's small but packed with significance.
5. Stop: Sitka National Historical Park (The Fort Site)
· Walking Direction: Continue past the museum to the park entrance.
· What to See: This park commemorates the 1804 Battle of Sitka, the last major conflict between the Tlingit and Russian settlers.
· Totem Pole Trail: Walk the beautiful, flat, coastal trail through the spruce forest. It is lined with stunning, historic totem poles collected from Tlingit and Haida villages across Southeast Alaska.
· Russian Memorial: Spot the memorial marking the site of the Tlingit fort, Shis'kí Noow.
· Visitor Center: The park's visitor center has excellent exhibits on Tlingit culture and history, and you can often see local artisans demonstrating traditional crafts like carving and weaving.
6. Lunch Break
· Options: You are now perfectly positioned between the park and downtown.
· For a Local Favorite: The Bayview Pub or Ludvig's Bistro offer great food and local atmosphere.
· For Fresh Seafood: The Channel Club is a Sitka institution, though it's a bit of a walk; a taxi might be best.
· For a Quick Bite: Ashmo's food truck, often parked downtown, is famous for its fresh, creative seafood.
7. Stop: Downtown Sitka & Lincoln Street
· Walking Direction: Walk back from the park towards the city center along Lincoln Street.
· What to See & Do:
· Pioneer's Home: Walk through the beautiful garden of the Alaska Pioneers' Home for a great view of the cathedral and the sound.
· Shopping & Galleries: Browse the unique shops and art galleries along Lincoln Street for locally made crafts, jewelry, and art.
8. Stop: Castle Hill (Baranof Castle State Historic Site)
· Walking Direction: A short, uphill walk from downtown.
· What to See: This is the site where the official transfer of Alaska from Russia to the United States took place in 1867. The "castle" is gone, but the site offers a 360-degree panoramic view of Sitka Sound, the mountains, and the city—it's the best view in town.
9. End: Return to Harrigan Centennial Hall
· Walking Direction: A simple 5-minute walk downhill from Castle Hill to catch your shuttle back to the cruise terminal.

If You Have More Time & Energy (Requires Transport):
· Fortress of the Bear: A short taxi ride from downtown, this non-profit rescue facility allows you to see rescued Alaskan brown bears up close in a safe, naturalized setting. It's a fantastic and unique experience.
· Alaska Raptor Center: Another short taxi ride away, this world-class facility rehabilitates injured bald eagles and other birds of prey. You can see these magnificent birds in outdoor flight enclosures.
· Whale Watching & Wildlife Tours: Boat tours from the harbor offer incredible opportunities to see humpback whales, sea otters, seals, and sea lions.
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: The walkable downtown core is rich with history. The perfect self-guided day is to focus on the Russian Bishop's House, St. Michael's Cathedral, and the Totem Pole Trail at Sitka National Historical Park. This gives you a perfect blend of Russian and Tlingit history. If you can, adding a taxi trip to the Fortress of the Bear or the Alaska Raptor Center makes for an unforgettable Alaskan day.
Enjoy your time in this historically and culturally rich Alaskan gem

