Shimizu: Gateway to Mt. Fuji
Setting the Scene
Welcome to Shimizu, a port city on Suruga Bay that offers some of the most iconic views in Japan. On a clear day, Mt. Fuji rises majestically behind the harbor—a snowcapped peak that has inspired poets, artists, and travelers for centuries. This is one of Japan’s most beautiful natural backdrops, and the port of Shimizu is your front-row seat.

A Port with a Story
Shimizu has been an important fishing port for centuries, known for its fresh seafood and busy harbor. With the arrival of modern cruise ships, the city has reinvented itself as one of Japan’s most scenic gateways. Its real treasure isn’t in the city itself, but in what lies beyond—the mountain, tea fields, and shrines that embody the spirit of Japan.

What Shimizu is Famous For
· Mt. Fuji: Japan’s highest and most sacred mountain, visible right from the harbor.
· Green Tea Plantations: Shizuoka Prefecture produces nearly half of Japan’s tea. Terraced fields make a stunning backdrop.
· Scenic Views: Miho no Matsubara, a pine-lined beach with Fuji rising across the water, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
· Shrines and Culture: Local temples and shrines highlight the spiritual reverence for the mountain.

Highlights for Visitors
· Mt. Fuji Excursion: Trips from Shimizu often head toward the 5th Station on the mountain, offering panoramic views and a close encounter with the iconic peak.
· Miho no Matsubara: A pine grove along the sea with one of the best Fuji views, celebrated in Japanese art.
· Kunozan Toshogu Shrine: A richly decorated shrine dedicated to Tokugawa Ieyasu, the shogun who unified Japan.
· Nihondaira Plateau: An overlook with sweeping views of Mt. Fuji, Suruga Bay, and Shimizu Port.

Food & Drink
Shimizu is famed for sakura ebi (tiny pink shrimp) and fresh tuna from Suruga Bay. Sushi here is some of the best you’ll find. Green tea is another highlight—you can sip it while overlooking the very fields where it’s grown.

Getting Around
From the cruise terminal, some sights like Miho no Matsubara are a short drive, while Mt. Fuji excursions require more time. Organized tours are the easiest way to reach the mountain and shrines. For a relaxed visit, the port area offers local food markets and waterfront views of Fuji.

Walking Tour Option
For a lighter day, start at the Shimizu Cruise Terminal, stroll to the S-Pulse Dream Plaza (a waterfront shopping and dining area), continue to the Shimizu Fish Market Kashi-no-Ichi for fresh seafood, and walk back along the harbor. If the skies are clear, you’ll see Fuji towering over every step.

Reflection
Shimizu is more than just a port stop—it’s a stage for Japan’s most iconic landmark. Whether you venture up the mountain, stroll a pine-lined beach, or simply sip green tea by the harbor, Mt. Fuji is always in view, reminding you why it has been a symbol of Japan for centuries.

