A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Seward, Alaska
Important Notes Before You Start:
· Weather & Gear: Seward is a coastal town with a rainy climate. Dress in layers with a waterproof jacket. Comfortable, sturdy walking shoes are essential.
· Safety: Seward is a very safe and walkable town. Be mindful of vehicle traffic when crossing the streets.
· Cruise Ship Access: Your ship will dock at the Alaska Railroad Dock or the Small Boat Harbor. This tour starts from the Railroad Dock, a central location.
· The Walk: This tour is mostly flat with one optional, gentle hill for a better view.

Tour Overview
· Start: Alaska Railroad Cruise Ship Dock
· End: Small Boat Harbor or back at the dock
· Total Walking Time: Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours (without stops)
· Total Time with Stops: 3 - 5 hours
· Highlights: Resurrection Bay Seawall, Seward Boat Harbor, Alaska SeaLife Center, Downtown Murals, Mount Marathon.

The Walking Tour Itself
1. Start: Alaska Railroad Cruise Ship Dock
· Take in the incredible view. You are at the terminus of the Alaska Railroad, with the jagged peaks of the Kenai Mountains rising directly from the water of Resurrection Bay.
2. Stop: Resurrection Bay Seawall
· Walking Direction: From the dock, walk south along the paved pathway that follows the shoreline.
· What to See & Do: This is a beautiful, easy walk with non-stop views.
· Views: Look for sea otters, seals, and sea lions in the bay. In the distance, you might see boats heading to Kenai Fjords National Park.
· Monuments: Along the path, you'll find memorials to the 1964 Earthquake and Tsunami, and a monument to explorer Vitus Bering.
3. Stop: Seward Small Boat Harbor
· Walking Direction: The seawall path leads directly into the harbor.
· What to See: This is one of Alaska's largest and most active marinas.
· Fishing Boats & Charters: Watch the comings and goings of commercial fishing boats and sportfishing charters.
· Sea Life: It's common to see sea otters floating among the boats.
· The "Breakwater Wall": Walk out on the long breakwater for a fantastic view back towards town and the mountains.
4. Stop: Alaska SeaLife Center
· Walking Direction: Located at the very end of the harbor area.
· What to See: This is Alaska's only public aquarium and ocean wildlife rescue center. It is a world-class facility and a must-see. You can get up close with harbor seals, sea lions, and puffins, and learn about Alaska's marine ecosystems. (Admission fee required, but well worth it).
5. Stop: Downtown Seward & Murals
· Walking Direction: From the SeaLife Center, walk north on 4th Avenue into the downtown core.
· What to See & Do: Seward's downtown is small but charming.
· Historic Murals: The town is famous for its large, colorful murals painted on the sides of buildings, depicting scenes from Seward's history.
· Shops & Galleries: Browse for local art, souvenirs, and outdoor gear.
· The Resurrect Art Coffee House: Housed in a historic church, this is a great spot for a coffee and a pastry.
6. Lunch Break
· Options: You have excellent choices in the harbor and downtown area.
· For Fresh Seafood: The Cookery offers innovative, high-end Alaskan seafood.
· For a Classic Waterfront Vibe: Ray's Waterfront is a Seward institution with great views and a reliable menu.
· For Chowder & a Quick Bite: The Smoke Shack is famous for its breakfast and barbecue.
7. Stop: Mount Marathon & The "Iditarod Mile 0" Marker
· Walking Direction: Walk to the corner of 3rd Avenue and Washington Street (just a few blocks from downtown).
· What to See:
· Mount Marathon: Look up! The towering, steep slope of Mount Marathon is the site of the world-famous Mount Marathon Race every 4th of July.
· Iditarod Mile 0 Marker: Find the marker designating the original start of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. While the official start is now in Anchorage, the trail to Nome began here.
8. Stop: Van Gilder Hotel (Exterior)
· Walking Direction: A short walk from the Iditarod marker on 3rd Avenue.
· What to See: This historic hotel (c. 1916) is one of the oldest in Alaska. Admire its classic frontier architecture from the outside.
9. End: Return to the Cruise Ship Dock or Explore Further
· Walking Direction: It's an easy, flat walk back to the Railroad Dock from downtown.
· Optional Extension: For a great aerial view, walk up the hill on 5th Avenue to Second Avenue for a panoramic look over the harbor and Resurrection Bay.

If You Have More Time & Energy (Requires a Tour):
Seward's crown jewel is Kenai Fjords National Park, which is not accessible on foot from town. To truly experience Seward, you need to get on the water.
· Kenai Fjords National Park Tour: A 6-hour wildlife and glacier cruise is the single best thing you can do in Seward. You will see calving glaciers, humpback whales, orcas, puffins, and sea lions. This is highly recommended.
· Exit Glacier: A short drive from town, this is the only part of Kenai Fjords National Park accessible by road. You can hike to the face of a massive glacier. (Requires a taxi or shuttle).
· Dog Sledding Tour: Several kennels offer summer dog cart rides or helicopter trips to a glacier for a sled dog ride.
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: If your ship is in port for a full day, a Kenai Fjords National Park boat tour is an unmissable experience. If you only have a few hours, this walking tour—prioritizing the Seawall, the Harbor, and the Alaska SeaLife Center—will give you a wonderful taste of this scenic gateway town.
Enjoy your time in spectacular Seward!

