SETTING UP A STEREO COMPONENT SYSTEM
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You've just bought a new stereo system, or maybe you're just moving the one you have. You have it home and now you can't wait to get it set up and ready to play. Here 

are a few tips to help you get the most out of your stereo system. 

Where you place your components depends a lot on the arrangement of your listening room. To avoid confusion, try to figure out where to put everything before you begin to 

unpack all the equipment. The electronics should be close together in an easily accessible, but protected place. 

Concerning the placement of the speakers, remember that if they're too close together, you end up with a monaural effect. Place them two far apart results in a musical hole in the 

middle. For maximum stereo effect, the two speakers and the place where you'll most often sit should form a triangle that's roughly equal on all sides. Also, try to avoid putting 

the speakers where the sound will be blocked by furniture. Another point to remember is that the sound will reflect off of hard surfaces, therefore if you place bookshelf speakers 

directly on the floor they may sound boomy or base-heavy. If you place your speakers in the corner the same result may occur. 

As you unpack each component, don't throw anything away. Most stereo equipment comes with a warranty card and some kind of owner’s manual/instructions. Hold out the warranty cards and don't mail them in right away. You don't have to mail them in for your warranty to be in effect, but by mailing it in you do notify the manufacturer that you own their product. This can be important if there is a recall or a factory problem. Your sales receipt, not your warranty card, is your proof of purchase for warranty purposes, so put it in a safe place. Be sure to save all the manuals and read them to be certain that you understand all of the features on your system. Also, if you have any questions on how to 

hook up the equipment, the instructions will provide the answers. The salesperson who sold you the equipment should have gone over the features and operation of the 

equipment. If a problem comes up and you can't find the answer in the manual or instructions, don't hesitate to call your audio dealer. Chances are they'll be able to help 

you over the phone. 

 Finally, if you have the room, save all the cartons and packing materials that come with your equipment. If you ever move, you'll really be glad you have them. Also, if 

If you resell or trade in the equipment, having the cartons will increase their value. 

 Perhaps the most important thing you can do to ensure a well-matched stereo system is to choose a retailer that specializes in stereo systems. Be prepared to tell your 

salesperson what you would like your stereo to do. Let them know what kind of music you like to listen to, how loud you like to play it. Describe the room planned for the 

system, and how much money you plan to invest. Consider whether or not your ultimate goal is a marriage of both Audio and Video for a home theater. Even if you are on a 

limited budget, an experienced dealer will be able to help you put together a true high-fidelity system that best suits your needs. 

 Choosing your Hi-Fi store can be just as important as choosing your Hi-Fi system. The large, impersonal mass merchant generally isn't going to give you the time necessary 

for you to choose a well-thought-out system. Department stores often lack qualified people capable of explaining many of the subtleties of the equipment they sell. There are 

always exceptions, but regrettably that is unusual. Go to the Yellow Pages and seek out a professional. Find two or three Hi Fi Specialty stores to call and ask advice. After ten 

minutes on the phone, you'll know if you have a helpful and knowledgeable salesperson or not. You'll know if you've found someone who is as concerned about selling you the right system for your needs, as you are to own one.
