Sasebo Walking Tour
Slide 1: Welcome to Sasebo
Image cue: Aerial view of Sasebo Port with surrounding green hills and the Kujukushima Islands.
Welcome to Sasebo, a scenic port city in Nagasaki Prefecture. Once a humble fishing village, Sasebo grew into a major naval base during the Meiji era and later became home to a U.S. Navy facility. Today, it’s known for its friendly mix of Japanese and American culture, its beautiful coastal scenery, and of course, the famous Sasebo Burger.

Slide 2: Starting Point – Sasebo Cruise Terminal
Image cue: Sasebo cruise terminal and port area.
We’ll begin our walking tour at the Sasebo Cruise Terminal, just a short distance from the city center. From here, it’s an easy stroll to explore the heart of Sasebo — a compact, walkable area filled with shops, cafés, and local flavor.

Slide 3: Stop 1 – Sasebo Arcade Shopping Street (Yonkachō)
Image cue: Covered shopping arcade with colorful banners and locals browsing.
Our first stop is Yonkachō Shopping Arcade, a lively pedestrian street lined with local shops, bakeries, and clothing stores. It’s a good place to see daily life in Sasebo.
You’ll find small eateries selling local favorites — try a Sasebo Burger, made fresh-to-order with thick patties, fried egg, lettuce, and a tangy sauce that locals swear by.

Slide 4: Stop 2 – Sasebo City Museum Shimanose Art Center
Image cue: Exterior of the modern art center.
A short 10-minute walk brings us to the Sasebo City Museum Shimanose Art Center. This small but thoughtful museum highlights the city’s naval history and showcases works by local and regional artists. The building itself is beautifully designed, offering a nice blend of modern architecture and quiet atmosphere — a great stop if you appreciate art and history.

Slide 5: Stop 3 – Miurachō Catholic Church
Image cue: Brick Catholic church surrounded by greenery.
Next, we’ll walk about 15 minutes to the Miurachō Catholic Church, one of the many reminders of Nagasaki Prefecture’s deep Christian heritage.
Built in 1898, it’s known for its red brick façade and stained-glass windows. Inside, you’ll find a calm, reflective space that contrasts with the city’s bustle.

Slide 6: Stop 4 – Sasebo Park and Observation Hill
Image cue: Overlook with city and harbor views.
From the church, continue toward Sasebo Park, a peaceful green space perfect for a short rest.
Climb the small hill at the park’s edge to reach an observation area with sweeping views of the city, the port, and distant islands of Kujukushima — literally “ninety-nine islands,” though there are actually over two hundred.

Slide 7: Stop 5 – Kujukushima Pearl Sea Resort (Optional Extension)
Image cue: Boats and islands at Kujukushima Pearl Sea Resort.
If you’d like to extend your walk or take a short taxi ride (about 15 minutes), head to the Kujukushima Pearl Sea Resort.
Here, you can take a sightseeing cruise among the small islands, visit the aquarium, or just enjoy the seaside promenade. The islands are part of Saikai National Park and are known for their striking beauty — especially at sunset.

Slide 8: Stop 6 – U.S. Navy Gate Area & Mikawachi Pottery Shops
Image cue: Street with American signs and pottery displays.
Back in town, stroll through the Navy Base Gate district, where American and Japanese cultures meet. You’ll see bilingual signs, diners serving pancakes next to ramen shops, and stores selling both Japanese crafts and imported goods.
A few blocks away, browse Mikawachi pottery shops for delicate blue-and-white porcelain, a regional craft with 400 years of history.

Slide 9: Stop 7 – Sasebo Burger Alley
Image cue: Locals lined up at small burger stands.
Before heading back to the port, circle back toward Sasebo Burger Alley, near the shopping arcades. Several small burger joints here claim to make the city’s best — try one and decide for yourself.
Pair it with a local beer or a lemon sour, a refreshing citrus drink popular in Sasebo’s casual bars.

Slide 10: Optional Add-On – Huis Ten Bosch Theme Park
Image cue: Dutch windmills and canals of Huis Ten Bosch.
If you have time for a longer outing, take the train or a quick taxi to Huis Ten Bosch, about 20 minutes south of the port.
It’s a Dutch-style theme park filled with windmills, tulip gardens, and European architecture — a nod to Nagasaki’s centuries-old trade connections with the Netherlands.

Slide 11: Closing Slide
Image cue: Sunset over Kujukushima Islands.
Sasebo offers a unique mix of cultures — part Japanese port city, part American town, and part maritime gateway to Japan’s western islands. Whether you come for the history, the islands, or just the burgers, this walk shows why Sasebo remains one of Kyushu’s most welcoming destinations.

