Santiago Walking Tour from Plaza de Armas
Duration: 4-5 hours
Distance: ~5 km (3 miles)
Difficulty: Moderate (mostly flat with one hill)
Starting Point: Plaza de Armas
This is where most cruise shuttle buses drop passengers

Stop 1: Plaza de Armas (30 minutes)
The historic heart of Santiago since 1541. Explore the beautiful square surrounded by palm trees and street performers.
Must-see:
· Metropolitan Cathedral
· Central Post Office building
· National History Museum (if time permits)

Stop 2: Mercado Central (20 minutes)
Walk: 5 minutes north
Santiago's iconic food market with stunning iron architecture from 1872. Great for photos and sampling local seafood (if hungry, this is your lunch stop).

Stop 3: Barrio Lastarria (45 minutes)
Walk: 15 minutes south through Parque Forestal
Santiago's bohemian neighborhood with cobblestone streets, colorful buildings, art galleries, and cafes.
Highlights:
· Museum of Visual Arts (free)
· Charming streets perfect for photos
· Local artisan shops

Stop 4: Cerro Santa Lucía (45 minutes)
Walk: 5 minutes east
Climb this small hill (69 meters) for panoramic city views and beautiful gardens. The stone terraces and fountains make it a romantic spot.

Stop 5: La Moneda Palace (30 minutes)
Walk: 10 minutes west
Chile's presidential palace, famous for its neoclassical architecture. Watch the changing of the guard (every other day at 10am).

Stop 6: Barrio París-Londres (20 minutes)
Walk: 5 minutes south
A hidden gem with European-style streets that feel like Paris. Perfect for photos.

Return: Walk back to Plaza de Armas (15 minutes)
Head north on Bandera street to return to your cruise shuttle pickup point.

Tips:
· Wear comfortable walking shoes
· Bring Chilean pesos for small purchases (many places don't accept cards)
· Best months: October-April (summer/spring)
· Start early to avoid afternoon heat
· Stay hydrated
· Keep valuables secure in crowded areas
Food Stops:
· Breakfast/Coffee: Café Colonia in Lastarria
· Lunch: Mercado Central or Lastarria neighborhood
· Snack: Empanadas at any local bakery

Note: Your cruise shuttle will typically give you a specific pickup time and location (usually Plaza de Armas area). Allow 30 minutes buffer time to return safely.

