Saint-Pierre and Miquelon Walking Tour
Starting and Ending at the Cruise Ship Dock
Total Distance: ~2 miles | Duration: 2-3 hours (plus time for stops)
Route Overview
This tour explores the charming French territory of Saint-Pierre, a slice of France in North America. Experience colorful colonial architecture, French culture, maritime heritage, and stunning coastal views on this unique island.

The Walk
Start: Quai du Général de Gaulle (Cruise Ship Dock)
1. Rue du 11 Novembre (0.2 miles) 
· Walk into town along the main waterfront street
· Pass brightly painted houses with French colonial architecture
· Notice the French street signs, flags, and language - you're in France!
· Stop at the Tourist Office for a map and any updates
2. Place du Général de Gaulle (town center) 
· The heart of Saint-Pierre with cafés and shops
· See the War Memorial honoring island residents
· Admire the Église de Saint-Pierre (Church of Saint-Pierre) with its distinctive architecture
· Browse local shops selling French goods, perfumes, and wines
3. Rue du Colonel Daguerre & Historic Downtown (0.3 miles) 
· Walk up the colorful main shopping street
· Browse bakeries (boulangeries), cheese shops, and boutiques
· Sample authentic French pastries and coffee
· See traditional wooden houses on stilts
4. Musée Héritage (L'Arche Museum & Archives) (0.1 miles) 
· Essential stop to understand the islands' history
· Exhibits on Prohibition-era bootlegging, fishing heritage, and shipwrecks
· Housed in a historic building
· Note: Check hours - often closes for lunch
5. Pointe aux Canons & Anse à Pierre (0.5 miles) 
· Head toward the waterfront past the cathedral
· Walk to Pointe aux Canons for coastal views
· See the replica historical cannons
· Follow the path along Anse à Pierre beach
· Beautiful views of colorful houses against the harbor
6. Île aux Marins Viewpoint (0.2 miles) 
· Continue along the waterfront path
· Get views of the abandoned island village of Île aux Marins across the harbor
· Optional: Take a short ferry to visit Île aux Marins if time permits (adds 1+ hour)
7. Cemetery Hill (Cimetière) (0.3 miles uphill) 
· Walk up to the hillside cemetery
· Stunning panoramic views of the harbor and town
· Historic graves dating back centuries
· Unique above-ground tombs reflecting French tradition
8. Rue Marcelin Lanne & Return (0.4 miles) 
· Descend via different streets to see more architecture
· Pass more colorful homes and gardens
· Return to the waterfront via Rue Victor Hugo or Rue Albert Briand
End: Quai du Général de Gaulle

Top Stops Along the Way
Dining:
· Île aux Marins Restaurant - Seafood specialties
· Le Feu de Braise - French bistro fare
· Café de la Douane - Waterfront café
· Roc & Roll Café - Casual dining with harbor views
Shopping:
· French wines, cheeses, and charcuterie (no North American import duties!)
· Perfumes and cosmetics from France
· Local artisan crafts
· French chocolates and pastries
Must-Try:
· Fresh croissants and pain au chocolat
· French cheese and wine
· Local cod dishes
· Café express (espresso)

Cultural Highlights
· Language: French is the official language; bring a phrasebook or translator app
· Currency: Euro (€) - credit cards widely accepted
· Unique Status: Only North American territory still under French control
· Prohibition History: Saint-Pierre was a major bootlegging center during American Prohibition
· Architecture: Colorful wooden houses reflect both French and North American influences

Tips
· Passport Required: You're entering France - have proper documentation
· Time Zone: Newfoundland Time (30 minutes ahead of Atlantic Time)
· Language: Basic French phrases helpful, but many locals speak English
· Currency Exchange: ATMs available; euros needed for small purchases
· Shopping: Great opportunity to buy French goods without import duties
· Weather: Can be foggy and cool even in summer - bring layers
· Lunch Hours: Many shops close 12-2pm for déjeuner (lunch)
· Phone Service: Your North American plan may not work - you're in France!
Optional Extensions
· Île aux Marins Ferry (1-2 hours): Visit the preserved ghost village with abandoned homes and church
· Fort Hill Trail: Short hike for elevated town views
· Authentic French Meal: Budget time for a leisurely lunch at a bistro

Historical Context
Saint-Pierre and Miquelon has been French territory since 1816 (except for brief periods). The islands thrived during the Grand Banks fishing era and became notorious during American Prohibition when bootleggers smuggled French liquor to the US. Today, it remains France's only territorial possession in North America.
Bon voyage et bonne promenade!

