Romania: The Emerging Powerhouse of Eastern European Wine
Region Overview
Romania, located in southeastern Europe, is one of the largest wine-producing countries in the region. Bordered by Hungary, Serbia, Bulgaria, Ukraine, and Moldova, Romania enjoys a diverse landscape ranging from the Carpathian Mountains to the Black Sea coast. This geographic variation results in a range of microclimates that contribute to the country's unique and varied wine styles.
The country benefits from a continental climate, with warm summers and cold winters, moderated by the influence of the Black Sea. Its diverse terroir includes loess, clay, limestone, and volcanic soils, making it an ideal location for growing both indigenous and international grape varieties. Romania's winemaking tradition dates back over 6,000 years, and while it has long been recognized for bulk wine production, recent investments in quality winemaking have elevated its reputation globally.
Key Grape Varieties
· Primary Red Varieties:
· Fetească Neagră – The flagship indigenous red, known for its dark fruit flavors, spice, and firm tannins.
· Merlot – Producing smooth, fruit-forward wines with soft tannins.
· Cabernet Sauvignon – Structured, full-bodied, and capable of long aging.
· Băbească Neagră – A lighter-bodied, high-acid indigenous variety with bright red fruit.
· Primary White Varieties:
· Fetească Albă – A native variety known for floral aromas and crisp acidity.
· Fetească Regală – A cross of Fetească Albă and Grasă de Cotnari, producing aromatic, fresh white wines.
· Riesling Italico (Welschriesling) – Grown in cooler regions, offering bright acidity and minerality.
· Tămâioasă Românească – A highly aromatic Muscat variety with floral and honeyed notes.
Wine Classification System
Romania follows the European Union’s quality wine classification system:
· DOC (Denumire de Origine Controlată) – The highest quality designation, equivalent to PDO, indicating specific vineyard sites and strict regulations.
· IG (Indicație Geografică) – Equivalent to PGI, allowing greater flexibility while still maintaining regional identity.
· Vin de Masă (Table Wine) – Lower-tier wines with fewer restrictions.
Notable DOC regions include Cotnari, Dealu Mare, Murfatlar, Târnave, and Drăgășani, each specializing in distinct wine styles.
Notable Wine Styles
· Fetească Neagră (Traditional Romanian Red)
· Classification Level: DOC Dealu Mare, DOC Drăgășani.
· Composition: 100% Fetească Neagră.
· Production Method: Aged in oak for structure and complexity.
· Aging Requirements: 12–24 months in oak.
· Alcohol Content: 13.5–15% ABV.
· Organoleptic Profile: Dark cherry, plum, spice, and firm tannins.
· Tămâioasă Românească (Aromatic White)
· Classification Level: DOC Cotnari, DOC Dealu Mare.
· Composition: 100% Tămâioasă Românească.
· Production Method: Cold fermentation to preserve aromatics.
· Aging Requirements: Typically released young.
· Alcohol Content: 11–13% ABV.
· Organoleptic Profile: Orange blossom, honey, and ripe apricot.
· Grasă de Cotnari (Sweet White)
· Classification Level: DOC Cotnari.
· Composition: 100% Grasă de Cotnari.
· Production Method: Late-harvest or botrytized grapes.
· Aging Requirements: Some versions are aged in oak.
· Alcohol Content: 11–12.5% ABV.
· Organoleptic Profile: Rich, honeyed texture with dried fruit and floral notes.
Additional Context
· Recent Developments: Romania is experiencing a revival in premium winemaking, with increased exports and a focus on sustainable viticulture.
· Historical Evolution: The country’s transition from bulk production to boutique wineries emphasizing terroir-driven wines.
· Food Pairing Notes: Fetească Neagră pairs well with grilled meats and aged cheeses, while Tămâioasă Românească complements spicy dishes and desserts.
· Notable Producers:
· Crama Avincis – Specializing in Fetească Neagră and Fetească Regală.
· SERVE Winery – A pioneer in modern Romanian winemaking.
· Jidvei – Known for its elegant white wines from Transylvania.
Key Takeaways for Sommeliers
Romania offers an impressive range of indigenous varietals that stand out in the Eastern European wine landscape. The country’s commitment to quality improvement and diverse terroirs makes it a region worth studying, particularly for sommeliers seeking unique alternatives to mainstream European wines.
Final Thoughts
With its deep-rooted history, increasing global recognition, and strong emphasis on indigenous varieties, Romania is positioning itself as a key player in modern winemaking. Its unique combination of ancient traditions and innovative approaches makes it an essential wine region for professionals and enthusiasts alike.

