Puerto Vallarta: Walking Tour Near the Cruise Terminal
Overview
This enhanced walking tour explores the attractions within a comfortable distance of the Puerto Vallarta Maritime Terminal. Perfect for cruise passengers with limited time or those who prefer to stay close to their ship, this tour can be completed in 2-3 hours with stops for shopping, photos, and refreshments.
Starting Point: Puerto Vallarta Maritime Terminal
As you exit the terminal, you'll find yourself in the Marina Vallarta area, a modern development built in the 1980s. The terminal itself is located at the northern end of Banderas Bay.
Terminal Facilities:
· Tourist information desk
· Taxi stand with regulated prices
· Small souvenir shops
· Restrooms
· Currency exchange
Insider Tip: In case you later decide to take a taxi, before leaving the terminal area, take a photo of the posted taxi rates to avoid overpaying later.
Stop 1: Marina Vallarta Boardwalk
Walking time from terminal: 3 minutes
Just steps from the cruise terminal is the Marina Vallarta Boardwalk (Malecón de la Marina), a pleasant walking path that circles the yacht-filled marina basin.
Highlights:
· Luxury yachts and sailboats from around the world
· Several waterfront restaurants and cafés with marina views
· Small shops and boutiques selling resort wear and souvenirs
· The iconic Marina Lighthouse (El Faro)
· Dolphin statues and other public art
· Beautiful tropical landscaping
Best Photo Spots:
· The marina entrance where boats pass through
· The central fountain
· Views back toward your cruise ship
Recommended Restaurants Along the Marina:
· Victor's Place (seafood and international cuisine)
· Porto Bello (Italian)
· El Coleguita (Mexican seafood)
· Mariscos 8 Tostadas (casual seafood)
Insider Tip: Early morning is the best time to see fishing boats returning with their catch.
The boardwalk is approximately 3/4 mile (1.2 km) around the entire marina. You can walk the complete loop or just explore sections.
Stop 2: Marina Lighthouse (El Faro)
Walking time from marina entrance: 5 minutes
Located on the northern side of the marina is El Faro, a distinctive lighthouse with a popular bar at the top.
Features:
· Panoramic 360° views of Puerto Vallarta, the bay, and the Sierra Madre mountains
· Open-air bar with specialty cocktails
· Live music on weekend evenings
· Small cover charge (typically 50-100 pesos, which can be applied to drinks)
· One of the best sunset viewing spots in the marina area
Best Times to Visit:
· Late afternoon for optimal lighting for photos
· Evening for sunset views
Insider Tip: Try the "El Faro Special" cocktail, made with local ingredients including tequila and tropical fruits.
Stop 3: Marina Vallarta 
Walking time from lighthouse: 5 minutes
The central plaza of the marina hosts regular art walks and markets:
Permanent Shops and Galleries:
· Galería Indigena (indigenous Mexican art)
· Vallarta Cigar Factory
· Cassandra Shaw Jewelry
· Opal Mine (Mexican fire opals)
· Several boutiques selling resort wear
Local Food Specialties to Try:
· Churros with cajeta (caramel)
· Marquesitas (crispy rolled crepes with fillings)
· Fresh coconut water served in the coconut
· Handmade ice cream and paletas (Mexican popsicles)
Insider Tip: Prices at the marina shops tend to be higher than downtown. Gentle bargaining is acceptable at market stalls but not in established stores.
Stop 4: Whale Sculpture & Plaza Neptune
Walking time from marina center: 10 minutes
Exit the marina area onto Paseo de la Marina Avenue and head towards the whale tail sculpture (Cola de Ballena) and Plaza Neptune.
Attractions:
· The impressive whale tail monument rising from the ground
· A pleasant public square with palm trees and benches
· Several restaurants including local favorites and international chains
· Small convenience stores for necessities
· Beautiful views of the bay and mountains
Historical Significance: The whale tail monument celebrates the humpback whales that visit Banderas Bay from December through March each year. Whale watching is one of Puerto Vallarta's most popular activities during winter months.
Insider Tip: This is a popular spot for ride-sharing pickups if you decide to venture further into town.
Stop 5: Las Glorias Beach
Walking time from whale sculpture: 5 minutes
Continue a short distance to reach Playa Las Glorias, one of the closest beaches to the cruise terminal.
Beach Features:
· Golden sand beach stretching for several hundred meters
· Relatively calm waters ideal for swimming
· Several beach clubs and restaurants with seating on the sand
· Water sports rental options (jet skis, paddleboards, parasailing)
· Beach vendors selling souvenirs, snacks, and beverages
· Public access points between hotels
Popular Beach Clubs:
· The Beach Club at Villa del Palmar
· Mangos Beach Club
· Swell Beach Club
Beach club access is typically free with minimum consumption (purchase of food or drinks).
Water Activities:
· Swimming (look for green flags indicating safe conditions)
· Jet ski rentals (approximately $50 USD for 30 minutes)
· Parasailing with views of the entire bay
· Banana boat rides
· Paddleboarding
Insider Tip: Apply sunscreen before arriving at the beach as prices for sunscreen are much higher in this tourist area.
Stop 6: Shopping:
· Local supermarkets to purchase snacks and authentic Mexican products
· Small boutiques with handcrafted items
· Pharmacy with better prices than tourist areas
Insider Tip: This area gives you a glimpse into everyday life in Puerto Vallarta, away from the more touristy zones.
Points of Interest:
· Colorful local homes and businesses
· Mercado Las Flores (small local market)
· Street food vendors with regional specialties
· Small family-owned businesses
· OXXO and other convenience stores for inexpensive drinks and snacks
Insider Tip: This is where many service workers from the resorts and cruise ships live - prices reflect local economy rather than tourist prices.
Return to Ship
From Las Glorias Beach, it's approximately a 15-20 minute walk back to the cruise terminal. From Versalles or Las Flores, allow 20-30 minutes.
Transportation Options:
· Walking along main roads (well-traveled and safe)
· Taxis readily available throughout the marina area (approximately $5-7 USD to terminal)
· Uber operates in Puerto Vallarta (often cheaper than taxis)
Insider Tip: Allow extra time to return to your ship - Puerto Vallarta's relaxed pace can make everything take a bit longer than expected!
Practical Tips
Weather Considerations
· Puerto Vallarta is hot and humid most of the year
· December through April offers the most pleasant temperatures
· May through November can be very hot with afternoon showers
· Mornings are typically the most comfortable time for walking
What to Bring
· Sun protection (hat, sunglasses, high-SPF sunscreen)
· Comfortable walking shoes that can handle occasional cobblestones
· Light, breathable clothing
· Swimwear if you plan to visit the beach
· Small backpack for purchases
· Water bottle (can be refilled at restaurants)
· Small amount of cash in pesos for street vendors and small purchases
· Credit card (widely accepted in established businesses)
Local Cuisine to Try Near the Terminal
· Seafood cocktails (coctel de camarón or vuelve a la vida)
· Fresh fish tacos (especially marlin or mahi-mahi)
· Aguachile (similar to ceviche but spicier)
· Fresh coconut water (agua de coco)
· Tacos al pastor (marinated pork tacos with pineapple)
· Chile rellenos (stuffed poblano peppers)
· Micheladas (beer cocktails with lime, salt, and spices)
COVID-19 Considerations
· Mask requirements may vary by establishment
· Hand sanitizing stations are common at restaurant entrances
· Some businesses may take temperature checks
· Outdoor seating is plentiful and recommended
Shopping Tips
· The marina area has shops selling: 
· Resort wear and swimwear
· Mexican souvenirs (look for "Hecho en México" label for authentic items)
· Jewelry featuring Mexican silver and local stones
· Art from local artists
· Tequila and other Mexican spirits
Prices in the marina area tend to be higher than downtown or in local neighborhoods. Some gentle bargaining is expected in market settings but not in established stores.
Safety
· The marina and nearby areas are well-patrolled and generally very safe
· Keep valuable items secure and out of sight
· Use official taxis or rideshare services
· Drink bottled water rather than tap water
· Apply reef-safe sunscreen to protect both your skin and the marine environment
Enjoy your visit to beautiful Puerto Vallarta!
