Puerto Princesa: Gateway to Palawan’s Natural Wonders
Setting the Scene
Welcome to Puerto Princesa, the capital of Palawan, often called the Philippines’ “last ecological frontier.” This laid-back city sits between lush forests and turquoise seas, offering a slower, greener pace than Manila or Cebu. For cruise travelers, Puerto Princesa is both a charming town and the jumping-off point for some of the Philippines’ most remarkable natural attractions.

A Port with a Story
Puerto Princesa was founded by Spanish colonists in the late 1800s, but its story is less about history and more about nature. The city has long been recognized for its environmental efforts—it was even named the cleanest and greenest city in the Philippines. Today, it’s a hub for exploring Palawan’s beaches, reefs, and its world-famous underground river.

What Puerto Princesa is Famous For
· Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park: A UNESCO World Heritage site where boats glide through an eight-mile underground river system filled with limestone formations.
· Honda Bay: A collection of islands perfect for swimming, snorkeling, and picnicking on sandy beaches.
· Ecotourism: The city takes pride in sustainable tourism, with mangrove tours and wildlife sanctuaries.
· Local Charm: A relaxed, friendly atmosphere far from the rush of bigger cities.

Highlights for Visitors
· Underground River Tour: The star attraction, about two hours from the city, where small boats take you into a cathedral-like cave system.
· Honda Bay Island Hopping: Visit Starfish Island, Luli Island, and Cowrie Island for snorkeling and beach time.
· Immaculate Conception Cathedral & Plaza Cuartel: Central landmarks reflecting the city’s Spanish colonial past.
· Palawan Wildlife Rescue and Conservation Center: Home to crocodiles and other native species.

Food & Drink
Seafood is the highlight here—try grilled prawns, crabs, or squid fresh from the bay. Local specialties include tamilok (a woodworm mollusk, often eaten raw with vinegar) for the adventurous, and halo-halo, the Philippines’ famous shaved ice dessert, for everyone else. Fresh mangoes and coconuts round out the tropical flavors.

Getting Around
The cruise terminal is close to the city center, making it easy to explore by tricycle or taxi. Organized tours are the best option for reaching the underground river or Honda Bay, since they’re outside the city.

Walking Tour Option
If you prefer to stay local, begin at the Immaculate Conception Cathedral, cross over to Plaza Cuartel with its small historical park, stroll along the baywalk promenade, and circle back through the city center for shops and markets. It’s a light, relaxed loop that captures Puerto Princesa’s local spirit.

Reflection
Puerto Princesa offers a glimpse of the Philippines at its most natural—where limestone cliffs, tropical islands, and underground rivers take center stage. It’s not just a port stop; it’s an invitation to experience one of the most pristine corners of Southeast Asia.

