PREASSEMBLED STEREO SYSTEMS: HOW GOOD ARE THEY?

By Marc Silver

 If you are thinking about buying a stereo system, you may be wondering whether there is any difference between buying a preassembled system (a "packaged system") or choosing your own separate components. If you're like many people, the number and variety of components may terrify you, and you may find that you can simplify the matter by buying a ready-made system. 

  It takes an experienced audiophile to select individual components based on specifications, test them against one another, and create his or her own system. The average person will rely on the judgment of the audio salesperson to help them construct a system that suits their musical taste and lifestyle. 

 Many stereo retailers pre-arrange stereo components into systems that work well together musically and technologically and that fall into a series of graduated price brackets. They may use equipment from the same manufacturer, but very often they mix and match equipment from a variety of companies. 

  "The result is, the customer can be pretty confident that these systems provide excellent quality musical reproduction," says Marc Silver, of The Audio Centre. "Therefore, perhaps the most important thing that the new buyer can do is to select 

with care the audio store where he intends to make his purchase. If possible, try to get the opinions of consumers who have recently bought a packaged system." 

  Performance-matched component stereo systems can provide you with good sound at a reasonable price, plus make shopping for stereo much easier.
