Self-Guided Walking Tour: Port Said, Egypt
Approx. Time: 2–2.5 hours | Total Distance: 1.4 miles (2.2 km) | Start & End: Port Said Cruise Terminal

1. Port Said Cruise Terminal (Start)
Time: Begin directly from the pier
Highlight: The terminal is conveniently located near the heart of the city. Step outside and take in views of the Suez Canal entrance, one of the world’s great maritime crossroads. Ships glide past in both directions — a sight unique to Port Said.
Tip: The Canal Promenade offers perfect photo opportunities of vessels entering the canal.

2. Suez Canal Authority Building
Time: 5-minute walk north
What to See: The Suez Canal Authority Headquarters, with its grand colonial-era façade, was built in the early 20th century to oversee canal operations. While visitors can’t enter, it’s a beautiful landmark and symbol of Port Said’s international legacy.
Photo Stop: The canal itself — you may catch a massive container ship slowly moving through.

3. Port Said Lighthouse
Time: 10 minutes farther along the Corniche
Highlight: Egypt’s oldest concrete lighthouse, dating to 1869, was built by the French engineers who designed the Suez Canal. Though no longer active, it remains one of Port Said’s most recognized landmarks.
Tip: The shaded promenade here is breezy and ideal for watching ferries and fishing boats.

4. Military Museum
Time: 10-minute walk inland via Palestine Street
What to See: The Port Said Military Museum chronicles Egypt’s modern history, including the Suez Crisis of 1956 and the wars of 1967 and 1973. Displays include military artifacts, maps, and outdoor exhibits with tanks and aircraft.
Note: Closed on Fridays; photography is limited inside.

5. De Lesseps’ Monument Site
Time: 10 minutes east along the canal
History: Originally erected in honor of Ferdinand de Lesseps, the French diplomat behind the Suez Canal, the statue was removed in 1956 during the nationalization crisis. The site remains an interesting historical point marking Egypt’s transition to full control of the canal.

6. Port Said National Museum
Time: 10 minutes southwest along 23rd July Street
Highlight: A compact museum displaying archaeological finds from the Pharaonic, Greco-Roman, Islamic, and Coptic eras. It offers a concise overview of Egypt’s long history, making it a rewarding short visit.
Tip: The air-conditioned galleries are a good midday retreat from the sun.

7. Shams El-Din Street & Local Market
Time: 10-minute stroll toward the waterfront
What to See: Lined with shops selling spices, perfumes, and Egyptian cotton, this market offers a glimpse into daily life. You’ll also find cafés serving fresh mint tea and baklava.
Tip: Bargaining is friendly — offer about two-thirds of the asking price.

8. Al-Masala Mosque and Canal Promenade (End)
Time: 5-minute walk north to return toward the port
Highlight: Stop by the Al-Masala Mosque, admired for its modern minaret and tile work, before returning to the Canal Promenade near the terminal.
End your tour watching the ships that make Port Said one of the most fascinating ports in the world — a living connection between continents.

Local Tips
· Currency: Egyptian Pound (EGP); small USD notes accepted in tourist areas.
· Language: Arabic; English widely spoken near port.
· Dress: Modest, light clothing; comfortable shoes for walking.
· Safety: Very safe in daylight; cross busy roads carefully.
· Hydration: Carry bottled water — the climate is hot and dry.
· Tipping: 10% appreciated in cafés and for guides.

Total Walking Time: ~2 hours (plus museum visits)
Difficulty: Easy – flat terrain, some shaded promenades

Tagline for footer:
“Keep exploring — your next favorite discovery might be waiting at the edge of the Suez Canal.”

