Port Louis, Mauritius: A Gateway to the Indian Ocean’s Island Paradise
Cruise Enrichment Presentation Script

Slide 1: Welcome to Port Louis
Image cue: Aerial view of Port Louis harbor with mountain backdrop.
Welcome to Port Louis, the capital of Mauritius and one of the most charming ports in the Indian Ocean. Nestled between mountains and turquoise sea, Port Louis is a blend of island warmth, colonial heritage, and modern energy. It’s a city where old trading streets meet palm-lined boulevards — and the gateway to one of the world’s most beautiful islands.

Slide 2: The Island’s Story
Image cue: Historical map and waterfront skyline.
Mauritius was uninhabited until the 1600s, when the Dutch, French, and later the British each claimed it. The island became a vital stop on the spice and sugar trade routes. Its culture today reflects centuries of blending — African, Indian, Chinese, and European influences shaping a peaceful, multilingual society.
French and Creole remain widely spoken, and the island’s motto — “The Star and Key of the Indian Ocean” — reflects its long maritime legacy.

Slide 3: Getting Around
Image cue: Cruise terminal, taxis, and Caudan Waterfront.
The Mauritius Cruise Terminal is located right beside the Caudan Waterfront, the city’s main attraction and shopping area. Most highlights are within walking distance, and taxis are readily available for short excursions.
The local currency is the Mauritian Rupee (MUR). English is the official language, but French and Creole are commonly used — making communication easy for visitors.

Slide 4: What to See and Do in Port Louis
Image cue: Central Market, Caudan Waterfront, and Champ de Mars.
Start at the Caudan Waterfront, a lively district with boutiques, restaurants, and the Blue Penny Museum, home to the world’s rarest postage stamp.
Next, dive into local life at the Central Market, where stalls overflow with spices, tropical fruits, and handwoven baskets.
For a touch of history, visit the Champ de Mars Racecourse, the oldest horse-racing track in the southern hemisphere, established in 1812.

Slide 5: Cultural Heritage
Image cue: Aapravasi Ghat and colonial buildings.
The Aapravasi Ghat, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, tells the story of indentured laborers who arrived from India after slavery was abolished. Their descendants form the heart of modern Mauritius.
Nearby, you’ll find Government House, elegant colonial-era architecture, and the Jummah Mosque, one of the island’s most beautiful Islamic landmarks, symbolizing its religious diversity.

Slide 6: Nature and Scenery Beyond the Port
Image cue: Pamplemousses Botanical Garden and Le Pouce Mountain.
A short drive north brings you to Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam Botanical Garden, known for its giant water lilies and spice trees. Climb or drive to Le Pouce Mountain for sweeping views over Port Louis and the ocean beyond.
If you have more time, explore Trou aux Cerfs, a dormant volcanic crater offering panoramic views of the island’s heartland.

Slide 7: Beaches and Island Escapes
Image cue: Grand Baie, Flic en Flac, and coral reefs.
Mauritius is surrounded by some of the world’s best beaches. From Port Louis, you can easily reach:
· Flic en Flac: A west-coast favorite for swimming and snorkeling.
· Grand Baie: A lively beach town with shopping, restaurants, and nightlife.
· Pereybère: A quieter cove ideal for a relaxing swim.
All are within an hour’s drive — the island’s small size means paradise is never far away.

Slide 8: Flavors of Mauritius
Image cue: Mauritian curries, samosas, and tropical fruit.
Mauritian cuisine mirrors its cultural mix — spicy, fragrant, and colorful. Try dholl puri, a thin lentil flatbread filled with curry; fish vindaye, marinated in mustard and turmeric; or gateaux piments, fried chili cakes sold at every market.
Seafood is fresh and abundant, and no meal is complete without fresh pineapple with chili salt or a glass of local rum from one of the island’s distilleries.

Slide 9: Local Tips
Image cue: Rupee notes, taxis, and street life.
· Currency: Mauritian Rupee (MUR).
· Language: English official; French and Creole widely spoken.
· Safety: Very safe city; use standard precautions.
· Dress: Light tropical clothing; modest for temples.
· Tipping: 10% is customary in restaurants and for drivers.
· Transport: Reliable taxis and private guides are easy to find at the port.

Slide 10: Day Trips Around the Island
Image cue: Chamarel Seven Colored Earth and Black River Gorges.
· Chamarel: Famous for its rainbow-colored volcanic sands and waterfalls.
· Black River Gorges National Park: Lush hiking trails, waterfalls, and endemic bird species.
· Curepipe & Bois Cheri: Visit tea plantations and sample locally grown blends.
These excursions showcase the diversity of Mauritius — from beaches to mountains to rainforests.

Slide 11: The Spirit of Mauritius
Image cue: Sunset over the Indian Ocean.
Mauritius is more than a postcard-perfect island — it’s a tapestry of cultures, landscapes, and smiles. From Port Louis’ bustling markets to the calm turquoise lagoons beyond, it captures the very essence of island life in the Indian Ocean.
Closing line: Keep exploring — and who knows, your next favorite port might be waiting among the islands of Mauritius.

