Port Elizabeth South Africa Walking Tour
A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Central Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth)
Important Notes Before You Start:
· Safety: As with many South African city centers, it is crucial to be vigilant. This route focuses on the well-trafficked and redeveloped historical and waterfront areas. Stick to the main streets, be aware of your surroundings, avoid displaying valuables, and it is highly recommended to complete this tour in daylight hours, preferably before late afternoon.
· Pace & Distance: This tour covers about 4-5 km (2.5-3 miles) and is mostly flat. Wear comfortable shoes.
· Water & Sun Protection: The Eastern Cape sun can be strong. Carry water, a hat, and sunscreen.
· Name: The city was renamed Gqeberha (pronounced roughly "Kg-be-ga") but you will hear "Port Elizabeth" and "PE" widely used. We'll use both interchangeably here.

Tour Overview
· Start/End: Port Elizabeth (Gqeberha) Cruise Ship Terminal, located at the Port of Port Elizabeth.
· Total Walking Time: Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours (without stops)
· Total Time with Stops: 3 - 5 hours
· Highlights: The Campanile, Donkin Heritage Trail, Route 67 Art, Pyramid, Victorian Architecture, and the Harbour Boardwalk.

The Walking Tour Itself
1. Start: Port Elizabeth Cruise Ship Terminal
· Your journey begins at the working port. Take a moment to get your bearings. The city center and historical core are located directly to the north of the port.
2. Stop: The Campanile & Veteran Car Memorial
· Walking Direction: Exit the port area and walk north towards the most prominent tall tower you can see, the Campanile. It's a 5-10 minute walk.
· What to See:
· The Campanile: This 52-meter high bell tower was built in 1923 to commemorate the arrival of the 1820 British settlers. For a small fee, you can climb to the top for panoramic views of the city, port, and harbor.
· Veteran Car Memorial: Just in front, this memorial honors the 1903 "Daimler" that was the first car in Port Elizabeth.
3. Stop: The Donkin Heritage Trail & Route 67
· Walking Direction: From the Campanile, walk up the hill (east) along Strand Street or Castle Hill. You are now on the official Donkin Heritage Trail, a marked route that connects over 50 historical sites. This section is also part of Route 67, a public art project celebrating Nelson Mandela's 67 years of public service.
· What to See: As you walk, you'll pass some of the city's oldest and most beautiful buildings, including:
· The Opera House: Claimed to be the oldest operating Victorian theatre in Africa.
· The Feather Market Hall: A magnificent 1885 hall built from the profits of the ostrich feather boom.
4. Stop: The Donkin Reserve & Pyramid
· Walking Direction: Your uphill walk culminates at this historic public park.
· What to See:
· The Pyramid: A stone pyramid built by Sir Rufane Donkin in memory of his late wife, Elizabeth, after whom the city was named.
· Lighthouse: A charming, functioning lighthouse that now also houses a tourist information office.
· "Votes for Women" Mosaic: Part of Route 67, honoring the women's suffrage movement.
· The Flag: Fly the gigantic South African flag on the pole. The views from here over the city and ocean are spectacular.
5. Stop: The Route 67 Art Installations
· Walking Direction: Descend from the Donkin Reserve via the grand staircases and pathways that are integrated with the Route 67 art.
· What to See: This is an open-air art gallery. Look for:
· The 67 Steps to the Baakens: Each step feature a mosaic representing a year of Mandela's struggle.
· Public Art: Numerous sculptures, murals, and installations by Eastern Cape artists line the path down to the city hall.
6. Stop: The City Hall & Market Square
· Walking Direction: At the bottom of Route 67, you'll find yourself at Market Square, the historical heart of the city.
· What to See:
· City Hall: An impressive 1862 building with a distinctive clock tower.
· Queen Victoria Statue: A marble statue facing the square.
· Horse Memorial: A poignant and famous memorial dedicated to the horses that died in the Anglo-Boer War.
7. Lunch Break
· Options: You are now in the city's business district.
· For a Classic Experience: Look for a traditional South African pub or cafe for a "biltong and beer" snack or a hearty meal.
· For More Variety: Consider walking towards the Boardwalk (next stop) where you will have many more restaurant options.
8. Stop: The Harbour Boardwalk (Marine Drive)
· Walking Direction: From Market Square, head south back towards the water. It's a 15–20-minute walk down Strand Street or along the waterfront if accessible.
· What to See & Do: This is a modern, safe, and vibrant entertainment complex.
· Stroll & Shop: Enjoy a leisurely walk along the boardwalk with its shops, cafes, and amphitheaters.
· Dine: This is the best place for lunch if you held out, with a wide range of restaurants offering everything from seafood to sushi.
· The Lighthouse: See the city's second lighthouse, a red-and-white striped structure.
9. Stop: The Shark Rock Pier
· Walking Direction: It's a short stroll from the Boardwalk complex along the promenade.
· What to See: This iconic, curving pier juts out into the Indian Ocean. It's a fantastic spot for photos, fishing, or simply watching the waves crash against the pillars. It offers a great view back towards the city.
10. End: Return to the Cruise Ship Terminal
· Walking Direction: From the Shark Rock Pier/Boardwalk area, it's a straightforward and flat 15–20-minute walk south along the waterfront road (Marine Drive/Beach Road) back to the port entrance.

If You Have More Time & Energy (Requires Transport):
If you have a half-day and can arrange a taxi or tour, highly recommended attractions include:
· Bayworld (Sea & Snake Park): A short distance from the city center, this complex houses a museum, oceanarium, and snake park.
· SANCCOB Seabird Rehabilitation Centre: A wonderful facility dedicated to rescuing and rehabilitating seabirds, especially the endangered African Penguin.
· The Donkin Breweries: For craft beer enthusiasts, a tour and tasting at one of PE's popular breweries is a great experience.
· A Beach Trip: Take a short taxi ride to the beautiful and safe swimming beaches of Humewood or Hobie Beach.
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: The city center can be quiet on weekends. For a guaranteed and seamless wildlife experience, consider a pre-booked tour to SANCCOB or a half-day trip to the Addo Elephant National Park (if your port time is long enough), which is one of South Africa's premier safari destinations.
Enjoy your exploration of the "Friendly City"!
