Other Wine-Producing Regions of France

1. Region Overview
Beyond the renowned wine regions of Bordeaux, Burgundy, Champagne, Loire, Rhône, and Alsace, France is home to several other significant wine-producing areas. These regions, often less internationally recognized, contribute to the country’s diverse viticultural landscape and showcase unique grape varieties and winemaking traditions. Among them, Languedoc-Roussillon, Corsica, South West France, and the Jura and Savoie regions stand out for their distinctive styles and historical significance.

2. Key Grape Varieties
Languedoc-Roussillon
· Primary Red Varieties: Syrah, Grenache, Mourvèdre, Carignan
· Primary White Varieties: Picpoul, Marsanne, Roussanne, Grenache Blanc
Corsica
· Primary Red Varieties: Nielluccio (Sangiovese), Sciacarello
· Primary White Varieties: Vermentino (Malvoisie)
South West France
· Primary Red Varieties: Malbec (Côt), Tannat, Négrette
· Primary White Varieties: Gros Manseng, Petit Manseng, Colombard
Jura and Savoie
· Primary Red Varieties: Poulsard, Trousseau, Mondeuse
· Primary White Varieties: Savagnin, Chardonnay, Jacquère, Altesse (Roussette)

3. Wine Classification System
Each of these regions follows the AOC (Appellation d’Origine Contrôlée) system, with notable classifications including:
· Languedoc-Roussillon: AOP Languedoc, Corbières, Minervois, Fitou
· Corsica: Vin de Corse AOP, Patrimonio AOP, Ajaccio AOP
· South West France: Cahors AOP, Madiran AOP, Gaillac AOP
· Jura and Savoie: Arbois AOP, Côtes du Jura AOP, Roussette de Savoie AOP

4. Notable Wine Styles
Languedoc-Roussillon Red Blends
· Classification Level: AOP (e.g., Minervois, Corbières, Faugères)
· Composition: Predominantly Syrah, Grenache, Mourvèdre, Carignan
· Organoleptic Profile: Rich and full-bodied, with dark fruit, spice, and herbal notes
Corsican Nielluccio-Based Reds
· Classification Level: AOP (e.g., Patrimonio)
· Composition: Nielluccio (Sangiovese), often blended with Sciacarello
· Organoleptic Profile: Structured wines with red fruit, herbs, and a mineral finish
South West France Malbec (Cahors)
· Classification Level: AOP Cahors
· Composition: Predominantly Malbec, with Merlot and Tannat in blends
· Organoleptic Profile: Deep-colored, tannic wines with blackberry, plum, and earthy notes
Jura Vin Jaune (Savagnin)
· Classification Level: AOP Château-Chalon
· Composition: 100% Savagnin
· Organoleptic Profile: Nutty, oxidative character with flavors of dried fruit, walnut, and spice

5. Notable Wineries
Languedoc-Roussillon
· Mas de Daumas Gassac: Known for high-quality, terroir-driven red blends
· Domaine de l'Hortus: Specializes in Pic Saint-Loup wines
Corsica
· Domaine Comte Abbatucci: Focuses on biodynamic practices and ancient Corsican grape varieties
· Domaine Arena: A leading producer in the Patrimonio appellation
South West France
· Château du Cèdre (Cahors): Produces top-tier Malbec wines
· Domaine Brumont (Madiran): A pioneer in showcasing the potential of Tannat
Jura and Savoie
· Domaine Overnoy (Jura): Specializes in natural and oxidative wines
· Domaine Jean-François Quénard (Savoie): Produces elegant whites from Jacquère and Altesse

This chapter highlights the diversity of France’s lesser-known wine regions, offering insights into their distinct terroirs, grape varieties, and wine styles, making them essential for a complete understanding of French viticulture.
