Okinawa Walking Tour
Okinawa Self-Guided Walking Tour: Island Traditions and Wartime Memories
Starting Point: Naha Cruise Port (Tomari Wharf or Shinko Wharf)
Total Distance: Approximately 2.5 miles (4 km) round trip
Estimated Time: 2.5 to 3 hours at a relaxed pace
Difficulty: Easy — flat city streets with occasional gentle inclines
Language Note: Japanese is the official language, but English signage is common in Naha’s tourist areas.

1. From the Cruise Terminal to Kokusai-dori
Start your walk by taking a short taxi or shuttle (about 10 minutes) to Kokusai-dori, the “International Street” of Naha. This 1.3-mile avenue is lined with souvenir shops, open-air cafés, and local snack stalls, making it an ideal place to start exploring.
You’ll pass Okinawan craft stores selling shisa (lion-dog guardians), Ryukyu glass, and bingata textiles — all part of the island’s artistic identity. Street musicians often perform traditional sanshin (three-stringed lute) songs, adding to the lively atmosphere.
Time here: 30–40 minutes
Tip: Try a refreshing pineapple smoothie or goya (bitter melon) juice — both Okinawan specialties.

2. Heiwa-dori and Makishi Public Market
Turn off Kokusai-dori into Heiwa-dori, a covered shopping arcade that leads into the Makishi Public Market, sometimes called “the kitchen of Naha.”
The market’s first floor is packed with colorful stalls selling tropical fruit, fresh fish, and local delicacies like rafute (braised pork belly) and mozuku seaweed. Upstairs, small eateries will cook your market purchases on the spot — a uniquely Okinawan experience.
Time here: 30–40 minutes
Tip: Try umi-budō (“sea grapes”), a local seaweed delicacy known for its tiny bubbles that pop like caviar.

3. Tsuboya Pottery District
From Makishi Market, continue east for about 10 minutes to Tsuboya Yachimun Street, the traditional pottery quarter of Naha.
For centuries, Tsuboya has been the heart of Okinawan ceramic art, producing yachimun pottery — rustic, hand-glazed pieces inspired by island nature and folk traditions. Many workshops welcome visitors to watch artisans at work or try hand-painting your own cup or bowl.
Time here: 20–30 minutes
Tip: Visit the Tsuboya Pottery Museum for a short exhibit on the area’s history and kiln techniques.

4. Shurijo Castle Park
From Tsuboya, it’s about a 15-minute taxi ride (or a 40-minute uphill walk) to Shurijo Castle Park, the spiritual and political heart of the former Ryukyu Kingdom.
Though parts of the castle were damaged in the 2019 fire, restoration continues, and visitors can still explore the outer gates, ceremonial courtyards, and reconstructed palace halls. From the top terrace, panoramic views stretch over Naha and the distant sea.
Time here: 45–60 minutes
Tip: Visit the Kankaimon Gate area just before sunset for warm light on the red palace walls.

5. Fukushu-en Garden (Optional Stop)
If you prefer to stay closer to the port, substitute the castle for Fukushu-en Garden, about a 10-minute walk from the cruise terminal. This serene Chinese-style garden was built to honor Naha’s long-standing trade relationship with Fuzhou, China.
Bridges, waterfalls, and koi ponds make it a tranquil spot for photos or quiet reflection after your walk through the busy market streets.
Time here: 20–30 minutes
Tip: Entrance is free, and the shaded pavilions offer welcome relief on hot afternoons.

6. Return to the Cruise Port
Head back toward the port area, either by walking from Fukushu-en or taking a taxi from Shurijo Castle or Kokusai-dori. The route passes small cafés and bakeries where you can enjoy one last Okinawan sweet potato tart or brown sugar ice cream before boarding.
Time here: 10–15 minutes travel
Tip: Taxis in Okinawa are reliable, and most drivers near tourist areas understand basic English or have translation apps.

Before You Go
Currency: Japanese Yen (JPY). Credit cards are accepted in major shops, but cash is useful for markets and taxis.
Safety: Naha is safe, even at night. Just use normal precautions in crowded markets.
Weather: Subtropical — warm year-round, with occasional showers. Bring water, a hat, and sunscreen.
Etiquette: Greet shopkeepers with a nod or “Konnichiwa.” Remove shoes when entering traditional homes or temples. Don’t touch shisa statues — they’re protectors, not souvenirs.

In Summary
This walking tour of Naha reveals Okinawa’s layered history — from the royal heritage of the Ryukyu Kingdom to the bustling spirit of its modern markets. In just a few hours, you’ll sample its cuisine, admire its crafts, and glimpse its enduring pride as Japan’s southern crossroads of culture.
Whether you’re sipping tea in a pottery shop or hearing the pluck of a sanshin along Kokusai-dori, Okinawa feels at once ancient and alive — an island whose warmth stays with you long after you sail away.
