Nosy Be, Madagascar: The Island of Perfume and Paradise
Cruise Enrichment Presentation Script

Slide 1: Welcome to Nosy Be
Image cue: Aerial view of Nosy Be with turquoise water and coral reefs.
Welcome to Nosy Be, Madagascar’s most famous island resort — a name that literally means “Big Island.” With sugar-sand beaches, volcanic lakes, and the scent of ylang-ylang in the air, Nosy Be has become one of the Indian Ocean’s most enchanting cruise destinations.

Slide 2: The Jewel of Madagascar
Image cue: Map showing Nosy Be off Madagascar’s northwest coast.
Lying just off the northwest coast of Madagascar, Nosy Be is surrounded by dozens of smaller islands and coral reefs. It’s part of an archipelago that includes Nosy Komba, Nosy Tanikely, and Nosy Sakatia — each offering snorkeling, nature, and serenity.
Once a French colonial trading post, Nosy Be now thrives on tourism, vanilla production, and fishing.

Slide 3: Getting Around
Image cue: Cruise tender pier, tuk-tuks, and beach roads.
Cruise ships typically anchor off Hell-Ville, the island’s main port. From there, it’s easy to hire a taxi or tuk-tuk to reach nearby beaches or nature reserves. Roads are basic but scenic, winding through forests of ylang-ylang and palm.
The local currency is the Ariary (MGA), and French is widely spoken, with some English in tourist areas.

Slide 4: Island Highlights
Image cue: Hell-Ville market, palm-lined roads, and local life.
Start in Hell-Ville, named after a 19th-century French admiral. Visit the local market, where spices, vanilla, and coffee fill the air with rich aromas. The streets are lively but relaxed — perfect for browsing crafts and souvenirs.
Just outside town, the Sacred Tree of Mahatsinjo offers a glimpse into local spirituality, where the Sakalava people leave offerings for ancestors.

Slide 5: The Beaches of Nosy Be
Image cue: Ambatoloaka and Andilana beaches.
Nosy Be’s coastline is pure paradise.
· Ambatoloaka Beach: Lively and lined with cafés — ideal for swimming or enjoying a drink with your feet in the sand.
· Andilana Beach: Often called the island’s most beautiful, with calm water perfect for snorkeling and gentle strolls.
· Madirokely Beach: Popular for water sports and evening music.
Everywhere you go, the sea glows with shades of turquoise and emerald.

Slide 6: Nature and Adventure
Image cue: Lokobe Reserve and volcanic crater lake.
Nosy Be isn’t just about beaches — it’s a natural wonder.
· Lokobe Reserve: Home to lemurs, chameleons, and rare plants. A guided hike or canoe trip reveals Madagascar’s extraordinary biodiversity.
· Mount Passot: The island’s highest point, offering panoramic views of the surrounding islands and crater lakes, especially stunning at sunset.
· Nosy Tanikely Marine Park: A short boat ride away, this protected island is a snorkeling paradise, teeming with coral and tropical fish.

Slide 7: Scents and Flavors of the Island
Image cue: Ylang-ylang flowers, vanilla pods, and seafood platters.
Nosy Be is known as “the Perfumed Island.” Fields of ylang-ylang, vanilla, and coffee fill the air with sweet aromas. These plants thrive in the island’s volcanic soil and are used in local perfumes and exports.
Seafood is fresh and abundant — grilled prawns, crab curry, and lobster are local favorites. Try romazava, a traditional Malagasy stew, paired with cold Three Horses Beer (THB) or fresh coconut water.

Slide 8: Local Tips
Image cue: Ariary notes, taxis, and island markets.
· Currency: Malagasy Ariary (MGA). Bring small bills for local purchases.
· Language: French and Malagasy; limited English in tourist areas.
· Transport: Tuk-tuks and private cars are available near the port.
· Dress: Casual and light — it’s tropical year-round.
· Etiquette: A smile and basic French greetings go a long way.
· Tipping: Around 10% for drivers, guides, and restaurant staff.

Slide 9: Day Trips and Island Hopping
Image cue: Nosy Komba, Nosy Tanikely, and Nosy Sakatia.
Nosy Be is surrounded by a cluster of small islands worth exploring:
· Nosy Komba: Known for friendly lemurs and artisan markets.
· Nosy Tanikely: A marine reserve with world-class snorkeling.
· Nosy Sakatia: A quiet, undeveloped island perfect for kayaking and diving.
Local operators at the beach offer reliable half-day and full-day boat trips.

Slide 10: The Spirit of Nosy Be
Image cue: Sunset on Andilana Beach.
Nosy Be is Madagascar at its most relaxing — a blend of tropical rhythm, gentle hospitality, and natural beauty. The scent of flowers, the sound of the sea, and the warmth of its people make this island a little piece of paradise.
Closing line: Keep exploring — and who knows, your next favorite island might be waiting right here off the coast of Madagascar.

