Nome Alaska Walking tour
A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Nome, Alaska
Important Notes Before You Start:
· The Environment: Nome is a remote, rugged, and treeless town on the coast of the Bering Sea. The weather can be cold, windy, and foggy even in summer. Dress in warm, windproof, and waterproof layers. Sturdy walking shoes are a must.
· Safety: Nome is a safe community, but it is a working town. Be aware of vehicle traffic. There are no trees, so there is no bear risk in town, but be mindful of loose dogs.
· Cruise Ship Access: Ships anchor offshore and tender passengers to the small boat harbor. The town is compact and very walkable.
· Historical Context: Nome was the epicenter of the last great Gold Rush (1899-1903). Its history is one of boom, lawlessness, and resilience. Look for the many historical markers around town.

Tour Overview
· Start/End: Nome Small Boat Harbor (Tender Dock)
· Total Walking Time: Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours (without stops)
· Total Time with Stops: 3 - 5 hours
· Highlights: Front Street, Gold Rush History, Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum, Iditarod Finishing Arch, Anvil Mountain View.

The Walking Tour Itself
1. Start: Nome Small Boat Harbor
· Take a moment at the dock to look out over the Bering Sea. This is the lifeblood of Nome, used for barging in supplies and, in the winter, the famous ice road.
2. Stop: Front Street & The "Dredges"
· Walking Direction: Walk from the harbor up onto Front Street, the town's main road that runs parallel to the sea.
· What to See: This is the legendary main street of Nome.
· Historic Buildings: Look for classic false-front buildings, saloons, and shops that have survived fires and storms since the Gold Rush era.
· Gold Dredges: Look inland from Front Street. You will see several massive, rusting gold dredges (#3, #4, and #5) sitting silently in the tundra. These are iconic relics of Nome's industrial mining past.
3. Stop: Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum
· Walking Direction: Located on Front Street in the Nome Convention & Visitors Bureau building.
· What to See: This is an essential stop. This excellent museum provides the perfect context for your visit. It details the Inupiaq culture, the chaotic Gold Rush era, and the role of dog mushing. You'll see gold nuggets, historical photos, and artifacts that tell the story of this remarkable place.
4. Stop: The Iditarod Finishing Arch
· Walking Direction: A short walk west on Front Street from the museum.
· What to See: This is the official finish line for the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. Standing under the iconic wooden arch is a must-do for any visitor. Imagine the triumph and exhaustion of the mushers and their dogs as they complete the 1,000-mile journey from Anchorage.
5. Stop: The Polaris and Board of Trade Saloons
· Walking Direction: Continue along Front Street.
· What to See: These are two of Nome's most famous historic saloons.
· Polaris Bar: A classic Gold Rush-era bar that has been in continuous operation for over a century. Pop in for a beer and soak in the atmosphere.
· Board of Trade Saloon: Another historic bar, also worth a look from the outside for its classic facade.
6. Lunch Break
· Options: Nome has a few classic eateries.
· For a Local Vibe: Fat Freddie's Restaurant is a popular local spot for pizza and burgers.
· For Chinese Food: A surprising legacy of the Gold Rush, Twin Dragons offers classic Chinese-American fare.
· For a Drink & Food: The Bering Sea Saloon & Grill or the Polaris Bar offer casual meals.
7. Stop: The "Largest Gold Pan" and Anvil Mountain View
· Walking Direction: Walk east on Front Street to the end of the main commercial area.
· What to See:
· The Gold Pan: Find the "world's largest gold pan," a fun photo opportunity.
· The View: Look north. On a clear day, you'll see Anvil Mountain in the distance. This area is where the original "Three Lucky Swedes" discovered gold, starting the rush.
8. Stop: Nome's Beaches
· Walking Direction: From anywhere on Front Street, simply walk south across the sea wall.
· What to See: These are not typical sandy beaches, but vast, gravelly expanses. This is where the first gold rush miners made their fortunes, famously panning for gold right from the beach sands. You can still see recreational miners working the sands today. It's a powerful and windswept landscape.
9. End: Return to the Small Boat Harbor
· Walking Direction: A simple walk back along Front Street to the harbor to catch your tender back to the ship.

If You Have More Time & Energy (Requires Transport):
The most significant historical sites require a vehicle, taxi, or booked tour.
· Anvil Mountain & Council Road: A drive up this road offers stunning panoramic views of Nome, the Seward Peninsula, and the Bering Sea. You can see the "Safety Roadhouse" ruins, a key checkpoint on the Iditarod Trail.
· Swanberg Dredge: A tour can take you up close to one of the massive, silent dredges for a true sense of scale.
· Cape Nome: A short drive east of town to a historic site with a lighthouse and more Gold Rush history.
· Wildlife Viewing: The tundra around Nome is home to musk oxen, reindeer (caribou), and a huge variety of migratory birds. Seeing them usually requires a guided tour.
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: The walkable downtown core of Nome is rich with history. The perfect self-guided day is to focus on Front Street, the Carrie McLain Museum, the Iditarod Arch, and a walk on the historic beaches. This gives you a powerful sense of place. For a deeper experience, pre-booking a 2-3 hour tundra or historical tour is highly recommended to see the dredges and the vast, beautiful landscape that defines this unique corner of Alaska.
Enjoy your time on the golden shores of the Bering Sea

