Naze Walking Tour
Slide 1: Welcome to Naze / Amami Ōshima
Image cue: View of Naze harbourfront with ferry, lush hills behind.
Welcome to Naze, the central town of Amami Ōshima, a subtropical island tucked between Kyūshū and Okinawa. It’s rich in nature, cultural fusion, and the slower pace of island life. japan-guide.com+2seabourn.com+2
Today’s walk will take you through the town’s waterfront, a historic neighbourhood, local handicrafts, and a taste of the island’s unique ecology.

Slide 2: Starting Point – Naze Port / Ferry Terminal
Image cue: Modern ferry terminal at Naze with island landscape.
Begin your walk right at the port area where your ship docks. From here you’re within easy reach of the town centre, cafés, shops, and scenic points. Take a moment to appreciate the green hills rising behind the town, a hint of the wild island beyond.

Slide 3: Stop 1 – Naze Shopping Street & Waterfront Promenade
Image cue: Narrow street lined with souvenir shops; waterfront boardwalk in Naze.
Walk inland from the port along the waterfront promenade and into the shopping streets. Here you’ll find local snacks, souvenirs, and handicraft stores. One island specialty is the “Oshima tsumugi” silk textiles — quietly elegant and rooted in local tradition. seabourn.com+1
Grab something small for later — maybe an island-branded snack or a piece of fabric.

Slide 4: Stop 2 – Historic District & Local Shrines
Image cue: A small shrine in Naze, historic island houses, stone-paved lane.
From the shopping zone take a detour into one of the quieter neighbourhoods. You’ll find older wooden houses, local shrines, and the sense of an island town where life moves a little slower.
For example, there’s the Kominatsu Fuwaganeku Site nearby — an archaeological site showing the island’s long past. Wikipedia
Take time to let your pace drop, listen for island birds, feel the breeze off the sea.

Slide 5: Stop 3 – Island Handicraft / Textile Workshop
Image cue: Traditional textile loom, mud-dyeing process of Oshima tsumugi.
One of the gems of Amami Ōshima is the craftsmanship around tsumugi silk. Many small workshops allow a peek at weaving, dyeing, and finishing. The tour descriptions say you’ll even walk in nature (forest) as part of the experience. seabourn.com+1
If time allows, step in, ask a few questions, and perhaps pick up a small textile sample.

Slide 6: Stop 4 – Mangrove or Forest Nature Walk (Optional Extension)
Image cue: Wooden boardwalk through a subtropical forest, mangroves with roots visible.
If you have a bit more time (and energy), take a short ride or walk to a nature path such as the Kinsakubaru National Forest area — about 30 minutes from Naze. 日本の世界自然遺産+1
This gives you a chance to step out of the town and into the island’s rich natural world — unique plants, the subtropical forest atmosphere, a change of pace.

Slide 7: Stop 5 – Café or Snack Break by the Sea
Image cue: Outdoor café terrace with sea view, local dessert and drink in Naze.
Return to town and stop at a seaside café or snack shop. Try a local fruit, enjoy the sea view, reflect on the walk so far. The island’s slower rhythm shows here — no rush, just a moment to enjoy where you are.

Slide 8: Stop 6 – Sunset or Waterfront Viewpoint
Image cue: View of sunset or harbour lights in Naze, small pier jutting into sea.
As your walking tour winds down, head toward the harbour edge again. If time allows stay until the later afternoon and watch for the light changing across the water and hills. The combination of sea, island green hills, and local town lights is quietly beautiful.

Slide 9: Optional Add-On – Island Explorations
Image cue: Aerial of Amami Ōshima coastline, small boat off shore.
If you have more time or transport:
· Explore further inland into forest paths.
· Visit a mangrove kayak tour.
· Enjoy a beach stop before returning to port.
The island’s nature is its strongest asset — if you can, take just a little more time to explore beyond town.

Slide 10: Closing Slide
Image cue: Evening harbour view of Naze or harbour reflections at dusk.
Naze may seem small and unassuming compared to Japan’s major cities, but that’s precisely its charm. It blends local craft, island culture, and nature in a way that makes you slow down and notice. Whether you came for textiles, shops, sea views or forest paths — the island rewards simply by being itself.

