Nagasaki: Japan’s Window to the World
Setting the Scene
Welcome to Nagasaki, a city shaped by the sea and by history. Nestled among steep hills and fronting a sheltered bay, Nagasaki has long been one of Japan’s most international ports. It’s a place where East and West met centuries ago, leaving behind churches, temples, and traditions that give the city its unique character.

A Port with a Story
Nagasaki became Japan’s sole gateway to foreign trade during the Edo period, when the rest of the country was closed to outsiders. The tiny artificial island of Dejima hosted Dutch traders, keeping Japan connected to the outside world. Later, Nagasaki grew as a center for shipbuilding and international exchange. In 1945, the city was forever marked as the second target of an atomic bomb, an event that reshaped its identity and left a legacy of peace memorials.

What Nagasaki is Famous For
· Peace Park and Atomic Bomb Museum: A moving reminder of the city’s wartime tragedy and a message of peace for the future.
· Glover Garden: Former hillside residences of European merchants, with panoramic views of the harbor.
· Dejima: Once an isolated trading post, now restored to show what life was like in Japan’s age of isolation.
· Christian Heritage: Nagasaki has some of Japan’s oldest churches, a legacy of early missionaries and hidden Christians.

Highlights for Visitors
· Peace Park: Centered around the Peace Statue, it’s both somber and hopeful.
· Atomic Bomb Museum: Offers context and personal stories that bring history into sharp focus.
· Glover Garden: European-style houses surrounded by gardens, overlooking the port.
· Dejima: Reconstructed buildings show how Dutch traders lived and worked.
· Mount Inasa: A cable car ride up this mountain offers one of the best night views in Japan.

Food & Drink
Nagasaki’s cuisine reflects its multicultural roots. Try Champon, a hearty noodle soup created by Chinese immigrants. Castella cake, a sweet sponge introduced by the Portuguese, is another local specialty. Seafood, especially from nearby waters, is excellent.

Getting Around
The cruise terminal is close to the city center, and many attractions can be reached by foot or by the efficient tram system. Excursions to Mount Inasa or outlying heritage sites are best done with tours or taxis.

Walking Tour Option
From the cruise terminal, walk into town toward Dejima, continue uphill to Glover Garden, and explore the European-style residences. From there, make your way to the city center for shopping streets and a taste of champon. This loop gives a balance of history, culture, and local life within walking distance of the port.

Reflection
Nagasaki is a city of crossroads—where cultures blended, where tragedy struck, and where resilience shines. Visiting here is not just sightseeing; it’s stepping into one of Japan’s most human stories, where the message of peace resonates as strongly as the echoes of its international past.

