Mombasa, Kenya: The Historic Port of East Africa
Cruise Enrichment Presentation Script

Slide 1: Welcome to Mombasa
Image cue: Aerial view of Mombasa Island and the Indian Ocean.
Welcome to Mombasa, Kenya’s second-largest city and one of Africa’s oldest seaports. For more than a thousand years, ships from Arabia, India, and Europe have anchored here, trading gold, ivory, and spices. Today, Mombasa remains a living crossroads of cultures — African, Arab, Indian, and European — set against the turquoise waters of the Indian Ocean.

Slide 2: A Port with Deep Roots
Image cue: Old Port and dhows in Mombasa Harbor.
Mombasa’s history reaches back to the 9th century, when Arab traders established settlements along the coast. Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama landed here in 1498, and within a few years the Portuguese built Fort Jesus, their stronghold on the Swahili coast.
Over the centuries, Mombasa changed hands between the Portuguese, Omani Arabs, and the British — each leaving their mark on the city’s architecture, language, and cuisine.

Slide 3: The Gateway to the Indian Ocean
Image cue: Mombasa Cruise Terminal and Kilindini Harbor.
The Port of Mombasa, also known as Kilindini Harbor, is the largest deep-water port in East Africa and a growing stop for cruise ships sailing between the Indian Ocean islands and Southern Africa. The new cruise terminal, opened in 2021, offers easy access to the city and the beaches just beyond.

Slide 4: Getting Around
Image cue: Tuktuks, Likoni ferry, and city taxis.
Mombasa is spread across Mombasa Island, linked to the mainland by bridges and ferries. Colorful tuktuks and taxis make getting around easy and affordable. English and Swahili are both official languages, and the local currency is the Kenyan Shilling (KES).
The city is compact enough for half-day walking tours of the Old Town, followed by short excursions to nearby beaches.

Slide 5: Exploring Mombasa’s Old Town
Image cue: Narrow streets, carved doors, and Fort Jesus.
Mombasa’s Old Town is the heart of its history — a labyrinth of narrow streets, carved wooden doors, and pastel-colored buildings influenced by Arab and Indian design.
· Fort Jesus: A UNESCO World Heritage Site built by the Portuguese in 1593. Inside, the museum tells the story of centuries of trade and conflict on the Swahili coast.
· Old Port: Once a bustling hub of spice trade; now a scenic spot to watch dhows glide across the harbor.
· Marikiti Market: A sensory overload of color, scent, and sound — perfect for shopping for spices, baskets, and local crafts.

Slide 6: Beaches and the Coastline
Image cue: Diani Beach and Nyali Beach.
Just minutes from the city center are Mombasa’s white-sand beaches:
· Nyali Beach: Close to town, ideal for swimming, water sports, and beachfront cafés.
· Diani Beach: About 20 miles south, consistently ranked among Africa’s best beaches. Its coral reefs, clear waters, and palm-fringed shores make it a favorite for snorkeling, diving, or simply relaxing.

Slide 7: Culture and the Swahili Heritage
Image cue: Swahili dancers and coastal architecture.
Mombasa is the cultural heart of the Swahili Coast, where African, Arab, and Asian influences blend seamlessly. The rhythm of Taarab music, the aroma of spices, and the sound of the adhan (call to prayer) from coastal mosques all create an atmosphere unlike anywhere else in Africa.
Swahili hospitality is legendary — visitors are greeted with warmth and generosity that reflect centuries of openness to the world.

Slide 8: Cuisine of the Coast
Image cue: Seafood platter, biryani, and coconut curry.
Food in Mombasa is a feast of flavor. Try Swahili biryani, spiced rice cooked with beef or seafood, or prawns in coconut curry, served with chapati or ugali. Street food favorites include mishkaki (grilled skewers), samosas, and fresh tropical fruit juices.
Don’t miss madafu — chilled coconut water straight from the shell, sold along the roads and beaches.

Slide 9: Local Tips
Image cue: Kenyan Shillings, beach promenade, and tuk-tuks.
· Currency: Kenyan Shilling (KES). Credit cards accepted at hotels and restaurants.
· Language: English and Swahili.
· Dress Code: Modest attire in town and religious sites; beachwear is fine by the coast.
· Safety: Old Town is safe with a guide; use taxis at night.
· Tipping: 10% is standard for restaurants and drivers.

Slide 10: Day Trips Beyond Mombasa
Image cue: Tsavo National Park, Shimba Hills, and Arabuko-Sokoke Forest.
· Shimba Hills Reserve: Just an hour away, home to elephants, sable antelope, and lush tropical forests.
· Tsavo East & Tsavo West National Parks: One of the largest wildlife areas in Africa — reachable by road or short flight. Perfect for safari excursions from the coast.
· Haller Park: A rehabilitated quarry turned nature park within the city limits — home to giraffes, hippos, and tortoises.

Slide 11: The Spirit of Mombasa
Image cue: Sunset over the Indian Ocean and Fort Jesus silhouette.
Mombasa is more than a port — it’s a living link between continents and cultures. From the call of traders centuries ago to the songs of fishermen today, this city still moves to the rhythm of the ocean.
Closing line: Keep exploring — and who knows, your next favorite port might be waiting where Africa meets the Indian Ocean.

