Marche: The Land of Verdicchio and Rosso Conero
Overview
Marche is a hidden gem among Italy’s wine regions, known for its elegant white wines from Verdicchio and bold reds from Montepulciano and Sangiovese. Situated on the Adriatic coast, Marche boasts a diverse terroir that allows for the production of both crisp, mineral-driven whites and structured, age-worthy reds.
Historical Background
Winemaking in Marche dates back to Etruscan and Roman times, with records showing Verdicchio being cultivated for centuries. In the 20th century, Verdicchio gained recognition for its quality and longevity, while red wines such as Rosso Conero and Rosso Piceno emerged as serious contenders in the Italian wine scene. Today, Marche balances tradition with modern innovation, producing some of Italy’s most exciting and food-friendly wines.
Classification System
Marche follows Italy’s structured classification system:
· Denominazione di Origine Controllata e Garantita (DOCG) – The highest designation, ensuring strict quality control.
· Denominazione di Origine Controllata (DOC) – Wines with strong regional identity and production regulations.
· Indicazione Geografica Tipica (IGT) – A flexible category allowing for innovation outside DOCG/DOC rules.
Key DOCG and DOC wines include:
· Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi Riserva DOCG – A structured white wine with high acidity, citrus notes, and aging potential.
· Verdicchio di Matelica Riserva DOCG – A mineral-driven Verdicchio with a firmer structure and longevity.
· Conero DOCG – A powerful red wine made from Montepulciano, known for its depth, dark fruit, and spice.
· Rosso Piceno DOC – A blend of Sangiovese and Montepulciano, producing approachable, medium-bodied reds.
· Lacrima di Morro d’Alba DOC – A unique, aromatic red wine with floral and red berry notes.
Major Wine Regions
Castelli di Jesi & Matelica
The heartland of Verdicchio production, producing crisp, mineral-driven whites with aging potential.
Conero
A coastal region dominated by Montepulciano, yielding full-bodied, tannic reds with deep complexity.
Piceno
A region producing balanced, fruit-forward reds from Sangiovese and Montepulciano.
Morro d’Alba
Home to Lacrima di Morro d’Alba, a distinctive aromatic red with intense floral notes.
Terroir
Marche’s landscape of rolling hills, coastal breezes, and varied soils shapes its wines:
· Soils – A mix of limestone, clay, and sandy soils, contributing to structure and minerality.
· Climate – Mediterranean with continental influences, ensuring balanced ripening.
· Elevation – Higher-altitude vineyards allow for slow ripening and complex aromatics.
Notable Grape Varieties
Verdicchio
Marche’s signature white grape, known for its citrus, almond, and mineral complexity, with great aging potential.
Montepulciano
The dominant red grape in Conero and Rosso Piceno, producing rich, structured wines with dark fruit flavors.
Sangiovese
A key component of Rosso Piceno, bringing bright red fruit and acidity to blends.
Lacrima
A rare, aromatic red variety offering intense floral and berry notes.
Notable Wineries
Umani Ronchi
A leader in Verdicchio and Conero red wine production, known for structured, expressive wines.
Fazi Battaglia
A historic producer specializing in Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi, known for its longevity.
Garofoli
An important name in Rosso Conero and Verdicchio, blending tradition with innovation.
Notable Wine Styles
· Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi – Crisp, mineral, and citrus-driven, with excellent aging potential.
· Rosso Conero – Full-bodied, dark-fruited Montepulciano with spice and structure.
· Rosso Piceno – A balanced, medium-bodied red with bright fruit.
· Lacrima di Morro d’Alba – A perfumed, floral red with a unique aromatic profile.
Key Takeaways for Sommeliers
· Verdicchio is one of Italy’s top white wines – Age-worthy and complex, it pairs beautifully with seafood.
· Rosso Conero showcases Montepulciano’s power – Rich, bold, and structured, it’s a standout red.
· Lacrima di Morro d’Alba is an aromatic treasure – A unique expression of Marche’s diversity.
Final Thoughts
Marche is an underrated yet high-quality wine region, offering exceptional whites and distinctive reds. Whether exploring the complexity of Verdicchio, the depth of Rosso Conero, or the aromatic charm of Lacrima di Morro d’Alba, Marche provides a compelling mix of tradition, terroir, and innovation.

