Maputo, Mozambique: A City of Contrasts and Rising Horizons
Cruise Enrichment Presentation Script

Slide 1: Welcome to Maputo
Image cue: Aerial view of Maputo Bay and the waterfront.
Welcome to Maputo, the capital of Mozambique, and one of East Africa’s most promising emerging cruise destinations. With a mix of Portuguese colonial charm, African rhythm, and coastal beauty, Maputo offers a unique window into Southern Africa’s evolving story.

Slide 2: A Port on the Rise
Image cue: Maputo harbor and skyline.
Located on the Indian Ocean, Maputo has long been an important trading port. Once known as Lourenço Marques under Portuguese rule, it served as a hub for merchants moving goods between Africa and Europe.
Today, after years of rebuilding and renewal, Maputo’s cruise terminal and waterfront are growing into one of the most inviting stops on the southern African circuit.

Slide 3: Getting Around
Image cue: Maputo Cruise Terminal, taxis, and tuk-tuks.
The Port of Maputo is near the city center, so exploring is easy. Taxis and colorful tuk-tuks are the best way to get around, and many attractions lie within a short ride.
Portuguese is the official language, but English is increasingly common, especially in hotels and tourist areas. The local currency is the Mozambican Metical (MZN), though U.S. dollars and South African Rand are widely accepted.

Slide 4: What to See and Do
Image cue: Maputo Central Railway Station, Iron House, and Independence Square.
Start with the Maputo Central Railway Station, often listed among the most beautiful in the world. Designed in part by Gustave Eiffel, its green dome and wrought-iron detailing reflect the city’s European heritage.
Nearby is the Iron House (Casa de Ferro), another Eiffel creation, built entirely of metal in the late 19th century. Continue to Independence Square, where you’ll find the white marble Cathedral of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception and the statue of national hero Samora Machel.

Slide 5: The Waterfront and Markets
Image cue: Maputo Fish Market and FEIMA Craft Market.
The Maputo Fish Market is legendary — a lively place where you can pick your seafood and have it grilled fresh at nearby restaurants.
For shopping, visit FEIMA (Feira de Artesanato, Flores e Gastronomia), a colorful open-air market filled with crafts, art, and Mozambican food stalls. It’s the perfect place to find carved wood, woven baskets, and batik textiles.

Slide 6: Culture and Daily Life
Image cue: Street scenes, murals, and music performers.
Maputo’s energy lies in its people and art. You’ll hear Marrabenta, Mozambique’s lively dance music, drifting from bars and cafes. The city’s street art tells stories of independence, hope, and modern identity.
Don’t miss the National Art Museum, showcasing works by Mozambique’s most celebrated artists, including Malangatana, whose bold paintings reflect the nation’s struggles and triumphs.

Slide 7: Cuisine of Mozambique
Image cue: Prawns, peri-peri chicken, and Portuguese pastries.
Mozambique’s cuisine reflects its history — African ingredients infused with Portuguese flair. Try peri-peri prawns, matapa (a stew made from cassava leaves, peanuts, and coconut milk), and grilled chicken spiced with chili and garlic.
Finish your meal with pastel de nata (a Portuguese custard tart) and a local Laurentina beer or 2M — both brewed right in Maputo.

Slide 8: Local Tips
Image cue: Currency, local taxis, and café culture.
· Currency: Mozambican Metical (MZN); dollars and rand accepted.
· Language: Portuguese; English in tourist areas.
· Dress: Light, comfortable clothing; modest for temples and markets.
· Safety: The city center and port area are safe during the day.
· Etiquette: A friendly greeting and patience go a long way.
· Tipping: Around 10% in restaurants and for drivers.

Slide 9: Day Trips from Maputo
Image cue: Maputo Elephant Reserve, Catembe Ferry, and Inhaca Island.
If you have time, venture beyond the city:
· Maputo Special Reserve: A wildlife haven home to elephants, giraffes, and hippos, about two hours from town.
· Catembe: Just across the bay by ferry, known for its quiet beaches and seafood restaurants.
· Inhaca Island: A tropical escape with coral reefs, snorkeling, and unspoiled beaches — ideal for a full-day excursion.

Slide 10: A City Reimagined
Image cue: Modern Maputo skyline and new waterfront developments.
Maputo is reinventing itself. New hotels, cultural centers, and revitalized districts are drawing visitors from across Africa and beyond. Its blend of history, hospitality, and hope make it a destination on the rise — a reflection of modern Mozambique’s spirit.

Slide 11: The Spirit of Maputo
Image cue: Sunset over Maputo Bay.
From colonial landmarks to lively markets, Maputo is a city of resilience and renewal. Its warmth lies in the people — friendly, creative, and proud of their heritage.
Closing line: Keep exploring — and who knows, your next favorite port might be waiting along Mozambique’s Indian Ocean coast.

