Level 1 Core Varietals – Classic Styles and Regional Expressions 
Red Varietals
1. Cabernet Sauvignon is most famously associated with which French wine region?
A. Burgundy
B. Bordeaux
C. Loire Valley
D. Rhône Valley
2. Pinot Noir is the hallmark red grape of which region?
A. Rioja, Spain
B. Burgundy, France
C. Tuscany, Italy
D. Napa Valley, USA
3. Syrah is the principal grape of which northern Rhône appellation?
A. Châteauneuf-du-Pape
B. Hermitage
C. Beaujolais
D. Sancerre
4. Merlot from Bordeaux’s Right Bank is best known for producing wines that are:
A. High in acidity and citrus-driven
B. Soft, plummy, and approachable
C. Rich in tannins and blackcurrant notes
D. Sparkling and crisp
White Varietals
5. Chardonnay is the only permitted grape in which famous French white wine region?
A. Alsace
B. Chablis
C. Loire Valley
D. Provence
6. Sauvignon Blanc is closely associated with the Loire Valley appellations of Sancerre and:
A. Muscadet
B. Pouilly-Fumé
C. Vouvray
D. Chinon
7. Riesling is especially renowned in which German region?
A. Mosel
B. Pfalz
C. Rheingau
D. All of the above
Global Expressions
8. Malbec, though French in origin, has become the flagship grape of which country?
A. Chile
B. Argentina
C. Australia
D. South Africa
9. Which white varietal is strongly linked to New Zealand’s Marlborough region?
A. Riesling
B. Sauvignon Blanc
C. Chardonnay
D. Viognier
10. Zinfandel is a signature grape of which U.S. state?
A. Oregon
B. Washington
C. California
D. New York

Answer Key
1. B. Bordeaux
2. B. Burgundy, France
3. B. Hermitage
4. B. Soft, plummy, and approachable
5. B. Chablis
6. B. Pouilly-Fumé
7. D. All of the above
8. B. Argentina
9. B. Sauvignon Blanc
10. C. California

