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Introduction to Lesser-Recognized
Wine Regions

« Wine enthusiasts and novices alike often turn to
familiar regions such as Bordeaux, Napa Valley, or
Tuscany when thinking about the world's finest wines.

« However, some of the most exciting and innovative
winemaking is happening in lesser-known corners of
the globe.

« These regions, often overlooked, offer distinct
styles, unique terroirs, and inventive winemaking
techniques.

« By expanding our knowledge of these hidden gems,
we open the door to a world of new flavors and
traditions that are reshaping the wine landscape.



The Rich Legacy and Significance of
South African Wine

« South Africa is often celebrated
for its stunning natural beauty and Y
cultural dlve_r3|t3_/, but it is also R iscoveR TEURES OF .
home to a wine industry that dates LIEA SOUTH

back over three centuries. AFRICA

« South African wine reflects the y B -
country’s rich history, resilience, and innovation. The vineyards of
Stellenbosch and the coastal plains of the Western Cape are home to some
of the most iconic wines in the Southern Hemisphere.
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 However, the true charm of South African wine lies in its connection to
the land and its deep-rooted traditions.



The Evolution of
South African Wine

Dutch Beginnings
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. Over time, South African wine has evolved to become a globally
recognized industry, but not without challenges.



South Africa (Beyond Stellenbosch)

« Beyond the historical heartland of Stellenbosch,
other regions like Paarl, Franschhoek, and
Swartland have emerged as important
contributors to the country's wine diversity.

« Signature varieties like Pinotage—a smoky,
robust red wine—showecase the innovation of
South African winemakers.

« Similarly, Chenin Blanc from the Western Cape,
with its crisp acidity and versatility, has earned
global recognition.

« South Africa is a country where tradition and
modernity collide, producing wines that reflect
both its tumultuous past and its hopeful future.




Uruguay: A Coastal Wine Treasure
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Mexico — Valle de Guadalupe
A Revitalized Tradition

« With over 500 years of winemaking
tradition, Mexico’s Valle de Guadalupe is
experiencing a renaissance.

VALLE DE GUADALUPE

A~ = This wine region, located just south of
‘s~ California, boasts a Mediterranean climate
(o5 /o similar to Napa Valley.

. : &L 7« |tsdry summers and cool nights create
e 7= ideal conditions for growing grapes like

Nebbiolo, a rich, fruity red, and
£ " Tempranillo, a medium-bodied, spicy red.
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Mexico — Valle de Guadalupe
A Revitalized Tradition

* Wineries like Monte Xanic have led the
charge In reviving Mexico's wine scene,
while Casa Madero, the oldest winery in the
Americas, remains a testament to the
region’s longstanding tradition.

« The wines from Valle de Guadalupe offer a
perfect combination of modern innovation
and historical depth.




Bulgaria:
An Ancient Wine Legacy

« Bulgaria's winemaking history dates back to the Thracians, who
were among the earliest viticulturists in the world.

« Today, the country is undergoing a quiet wine revolution, with
regions like the Thracian Valley and Danube Plains producing
exceptional wines.




Bulgaria:
An Ancient Wine Legacy

Key Varieties

« Mavrud, a deep and structured red
wine, 1s one of Bulgaria’s most
cherished native grapes.

« Another standout is Rubin, a cross
between Nebbiolo and Syrah,
offering a unique blend of flavors.

« Wineries like Villa Melnik and Santa
Sarah are leading the charge in
bringing Bulgarian wine to the world
stage, focusing on both native and
International varieties.




Canada — Okanagan Valley
A RisIng Star
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« Canada may not be the first
country that comes to mind
when thinking about wine, but
the Okanagan Valley in British
Columbia is quickly making a
name for itself.

* With i1ts continental climate

and volcanic solls, the
Okanagan Valley produces
world-class wines, particularly
Icewine and Pinot Noir.



Croatia: A Mediterranean Haven

 Croatia, with its ancient winemaking traditions dating
back to the Greeks and Romans, Is an emerging wine
destination.

* The country’s coastal
Mediterranean climate
and limestone-rich soils =
create a perfect environment!
for growing indigenous b |
varieties. F O oo
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Croatla Varietals

Key Varieties

« Plavac Mali, a robust red wine, 1s Croatia’s most
famous variety, while Posip, an aromatic white, IS a
must-try for those who enjoy crisp, minerally wines.

« Wineries like Grgich Hills
Estate and Korta Katarina
are producing premium
wines that reflect Croatia’s
rich heritage and diverse
terroir.




Israel — Judean Hills
A Biblical Revival

* Israel’s winemaking tradition goes back thousands of
years, but modern times have seen a revitalization of
this ancient craft.

* The Judean Hills, with their limestone-rich soils and
mountainous terrain, produce wines with bright
acidity and rich flavors.
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Israel — Judean Hills
A Biblical Revival

Key Varieties

« Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay
are standout varieties in this region, 4
offering wines with a unique
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allowing the terroir to shine through in
every bottle.



Brazil

Brazil’s winemaking history dates back to the 19th
century when Italian immigrants introduced viticulture
to the country's southern regions.

The state of Rio Grande do Sul became the heart of
Brazilian wine production, where the immigrants’
expertise laid the foundation for the industry’s growth.
Brazil’s winemaking developed steadily, eventually
gaining international recognition for its unique styles.



Brazil

The terroir in Brazil is diverse, ranging from subtropical climates to
high-altitude vineyards.

These high-elevation vineyards in regions such as Serra Gaucha
provide cooler temperatures, which are ideal for producing high-quality
wines. The cooling effect balances the warm Brazilian climate,
resulting in wines with vibrant acidity and ripe fruit character.
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Brazil’s Varietals

Key varieties in Brazil include Merlot, known
for its soft, fruit-forward profile, and sparkling
wines, which are some of the country’s most
renowned offerings.

Brazilian sparkling wines, often crafted in the
traditional method, are celebrated for their
fresh and vibrant acidity, making them a
favorite both domestically and abroad.

Noteworthy wineries like Miolo, Brazil's
largest producer, and Casa Valduga, famed for
Its high-altitude vineyards, lead the way In
showecasing the quality and diversity of
Brazilian wines, from robust reds to elegant
sparkling varieties.

These wineries represent the future of Brazilian viticulture and continue
to elevate the country's standing in the global wine scene.




Hungary — Eger & Nagy Somlo

* Hungary’s winemaking history is deeply rooted in tradition,
with Eger and Nagy Somlos emerging as key regions that are
gaining global recognition.

» While the country iIs famous for its sweet Tokaji wines, regions
like Eger and Nagy Somlés are showcasing Hungary’s
diversity in wine production.

SELECT WINE REGIONS IN HUNGARY




Hungary — Eger & Nagy Somlo

Eger, often called the "Burgundy of Hungary," and Somlos, known for
Its volcanic terroir, both offer unique expressions of Hungarian
viticulture.

The terroir of these regions is distinct. Eger benefits from a cool,
continental climate and solils rich in limestone, creating ideal
conditions for structured red wines.

Somlos, on the other hand, is defined by its volcanic soils, which give
the wines a distinctive minerality and depth. This volcanic influence
creates a unique, terroir-driven style that is difficult to replicate.




Hungary Varietals

« Key varieties from Eger include Kekfrankos, a fruity and spicy
red, and the famous Egri Bikaver, or "Bull's Blood," a robust red
blend. Nagy Somlés is known for producing Furmint, a high-acid
white with crisp, mineral-driven notes that reflect its volcanic
origins.

* Noteworthy wineries include St. Andrea in Eger, which focuses
on elegant Egri Bikaver blends, and Somloi Apatsagi, renowned
for its Furmint that perfectly captures
the volcanic terroir of the region.

* These wineries are elevating Hungary’s
reputation for producing world-class
wines beyond just its famed Tokajl.
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Canary Islands (Spain)

« The Canary Islands, a volcanic archipelago off the coast of
North Africa, Is an emerging wine region with a history dating
back to the 15th century.

* Its winemaking tradition thrives on its unigue terroir, where
volcanic soils, combined with terraced vineyards and a
subtropical climate, create conditions that are perfect for
producing highly |
distinctive wines.

* The volcanic soils of
the Canary Islands
Impart a mineral-rich
character to the wines,
while the terraced
vineyards help retain
moisture.




Canary Islands (Spain)

* The high elevation of many vineyards, some of
which are among the highest in Europe, further
contributes to the complexity of the wines
produced here.

« Key grape varieties include Listan Negro, a
light and spicy red wine with earthy
undertones, and Malvasia, a rich, aromatic
white known for its floral notes and fresh

3 acidity.

.. * These Indigenous varieties thrive in the island's

volcanic terrain, producing wines that are truly

-' unique to the region.




Canary Islands (Spain)

* Noteworthy wineries include Suertes del Marqués, which is
known for its single-vineyard wines that showcase the
diversity of the island’s microclimates, and Envinate, a winery
that focuses on reviving ancient winemaking techniques and
creating wines with minimal intervention.

* These wineries are leading the Canary Islands’ resurgence as a
significant wine-producing region.
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