Klawock, Alaska
Port Talk Presented by Marc Silver

Welcome Aboard
Good morning everyone. If today’s port feels a little quieter than what you’re used to, that’s not an accident. Klawock isn’t here to impress you with size or spectacle. It’s here to slow you down a bit.
This is one of those ports where what matters most isn’t how much ground you cover, but how closely you pay attention. If you do that, Klawock can be one of the most memorable stops of the cruise.

My Port Philosophy
I’ve been cruising for over 45 years and have taken more than 100 cruises. Over time, you learn that not every port should be treated the same way.
Some ports are about ticking boxes. Some are about big attractions. Klawock is about presence.
This is not a port where you need a complex plan. It’s a port where you let the place come to you. Stay close. Walk slowly. Listen more than you talk.
This is absolutely a port you can do on your own.

Don’t Miss the Ship
Let’s still cover the basics.
Ship time and local time may differ. Check your daily program. Set a return reminder on your phone. I recommend two alerts, one two hours before departure and one an hour before.
Klawock is small, which makes it easy to underestimate time. Don’t do that. Alaska weather can shift quickly, and transportation options are limited.
Plan to be back early. Stress has no place here.

Money Matters
The U.S. dollar is used here. No exchange required.
Credit cards are accepted in most places you’ll visit, but this is a small community. Some vendors may prefer cash, especially for locally made art or small purchases.
ATMs are limited. If you like having cash, bring it with you from the ship.

Welcome to Klawock
Klawock is located on the west coast of Prince of Wales Island, one of the largest islands in the United States.
This is not a cruise-town-built-for-cruises. This is a real community, with deep roots and a strong sense of identity. What you’re stepping into today is everyday life, not a stage set.

A Brief History of Klawock
Klawock has long been a center of the Tlingit people, particularly the Klawock Tlingit community.
For thousands of years, these waters provided salmon, halibut, and herring. The forests provided cedar for canoes, homes, and ceremonial objects. Everything here connects back to land and sea.
In the late 1800s, Klawock became a fishing hub, especially during the commercial salmon boom. You’ll still feel that legacy today. Fishing isn’t history here. It’s continuity.

Getting Around
Klawock is compact.
Most visits focus on a short walk from the dock or a brief shuttle ride to key cultural sites. There is no need for taxis or rental cars for most visitors.
If you are participating in a cultural presentation or demonstration, transportation is usually handled as part of that experience.
This is a walking port, at an easy pace.

Top Attractions & Points of Interest
Klawock Totem Park
This is the heart of the visit for many guests.
The park features one of the largest collections of standing totem poles in Alaska. These are not decorations. Each pole tells a story of lineage, history, and identity.
Take your time. Walk slowly. Look closely at the carvings. If a local guide is present, listen. Context matters here.
Cultural Demonstrations
Many visits include traditional song, dance, or carving demonstrations by members of the local community.
These are not performances in the tourist sense. They are acts of preservation. You’re seeing culture being practiced, not reenacted.
Photography is usually welcome, but always follow guidance and be respectful.

Local Art & Craftsmanship
If you see locally carved items, woven goods, or traditional art for sale, understand that you are not buying a souvenir. You are supporting a living culture.
Ask questions. Artists are often happy to explain their work and its meaning.
This is one of the most meaningful places on an Alaska cruise to make a small, thoughtful purchase.

Food & Refreshments
Dining options in Klawock are limited and simple.
This is not a lunch port. Eat on the ship before or after. If light snacks or refreshments are offered during a cultural visit, consider that part of the experience rather than a meal.
The focus here is culture, not cuisine.

Practical Tips
Dress for changing weather. Rain gear is a good idea, even on sunny mornings.
Comfortable shoes matter. Paths can be uneven, and surfaces may be damp.
Be respectful. This is a living community, not a museum. Ask before photographing people. Follow local guidance.
And remember, quiet is not emptiness. It’s part of the experience.

Final Thoughts
Klawock won’t overwhelm you with scale or spectacle.
What it offers instead is something rarer. A chance to stand in one place and feel the continuity between past and present. A reminder that Alaska is not just glaciers and wildlife, but people, stories, and traditions that are very much alive.
If you let this port unfold on its own terms, it will stay with you long after the ship sails.
Enjoy your visit to Klawock.

