Ketchikan Alaska Walking Tour
A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Ketchikan, Alaska
Important Notes Before You Start:
· Weather & Gear: Ketchikan is in the heart of the Tongass National Forest, a temperate rainforest. Rain is likely, so a waterproof jacket, layers, and comfortable, waterproof shoes are essential. An umbrella is also a good idea.
· Safety: Ketchikan is a very safe and walkable town. The main precautions are for wet, sometimes slippery boardwalks and vehicle traffic when crossing streets.
· Cruise Ship Access: Ships dock at one of four berths along the waterfront. This tour starts from the Visitor Bureau at Berth 2, a central location easily accessible from any dock.
· The Walk: This tour involves a significant number of stairs and some hills. It is not suitable for those with limited mobility. The famous "Married Man's Trail" involves a staircase.

Tour Overview
· Start: Ketchikan Visitors Bureau (Berth 2)
· End: Cape Fox Lodge (via funicular) or back at Creek Street
· Total Walking Time: Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours (without stops)
· Total Time with Stops: 3 - 5 hours
· Highlights: Creek Street, Dolly's House, Totem Heritage Center, Married Man's Trail, Cape Fox Lodge, Deer Mountain Tribal Hatchery.

The Walking Tour Itself
1. Start: Ketchikan Visitors Bureau
· Location: At the end of the Berth 2 dock. This is the main downtown dock.
· What to Do: Pick up a detailed map and check for any special events. The building itself has interesting exhibits on local history and a nice gift shop.
2. Stop: The Salmon Ladder
· Walking Direction: Just a few steps south of the Visitor Bureau, look for a bridge over Ketchikan Creek.
· What to See: Depending on the season (primarily July-September), you can watch wild salmon fighting their way upstream, leaping up a series of small waterfalls. Even out of season, the creek is a beautiful, rushing centerpiece of the town.
3. Stop: Creek Street
· Walking Direction: Follow the creek south onto the famous boardwalk pilings.
· What to See: This is Ketchikan's most famous historic landmark. This was the city's "red-light district" from 1903 to 1954, with over 20 brothels. Today, it's a charming boardwalk with art galleries, shops, and museums perched over the creek.
· Dolly's House: The most famous brothel, now a museum dedicated to its legendary madam, Dolly Arthur. A small entry fee gives you a fascinating glimpse into this colorful era.
4. Stop: The Married Man's Trail
· Walking Direction: At the far end of Creek Street, look for the sign and the staircase leading into the woods.
· What to See: This steep, wooded trail was the discreet backdoor route that married men used to access Creek Street. Walking it today, you can almost hear the whispers of the past. The trail leads up to the Totem Heritage Center.
5. Stop: Totem Heritage Center
· Walking Direction: At the top of the Married Man's Trail.
· What to See: This is not a replica park; it's a preservation center. It houses one of the world's largest collections of original, 19th-century totem poles, retrieved from abandoned Tlingit and Haida villages. The atmosphere is reverent and authentic. (There is a small admission fee).
6. Stop: City Park & Deer Mountain Tribal Hatchery
· Walking Direction: Adjacent to the Totem Heritage Center.
· What to See: A pleasant park with a stream. The Deer Mountain Tribal Hatchery is located here, where you can learn about salmon life cycles and see massive king salmon in holding tanks (seasonal). It's a great complement to seeing the wild salmon in the creek.
7. Stop: The Funicular to Cape Fox Lodge
· Walking Direction: A short walk from the Totem Heritage Center, look for the entrance to the funicular (inclined railway) on the hillside.
· What to See: For a small fee, ride the funicular up the steep hill to the Cape Fox Lodge. Even if you don't stay for a meal, the view from the lodge's deck or the adjacent boardwalk is one of the best in Alaska, looking down over Creek Street, the rooftops of Ketchikan, and the Tongass Narrows.
8. Lunch Break
· Options:
· With a View: The Heen Kahidi Dining Room at the Cape Fox Lodge offers stunning panoramic views.
· On the Water: Head back down to the main street (Front St/Tongass Ave) for options like Annabelle's Keg and Chowder House (in the historic Gilmore Hotel) for famous chowder.
· Fresh Seafood: Alaska Fish House near the Visitor Bureau is a popular spot for fish and chips.
9. Stop: Explore Downtown & The Arch
· Walking Direction: Walk back down to sea level and stroll along Front Street and Mission Street.
· What to See:
· The "Welcome to Ketchikan" Arch: Located on the cruise ship dock at Berth 3, it's the classic photo opportunity.
· Shops & Galleries: Browse for Alaskan souvenirs, art, and smoked salmon.
10. End: Return to Your Ship
· From downtown, it's an easy and flat walk back to any of the cruise ship berths.

If You Have More Time & Energy (Requires Transport):
To see more totem poles and experience a beautiful coastal walk, you can take the Silver Line city bus ($2 each way) or a taxi to Totem Bight State Historical Park or Saxman Totem Park.
· Totem Bight: Features a clan house and totem poles in a beautiful waterfront setting.
· Saxman Native Village: A living cultural center with a large collection of totems and the opportunity to see carvers at work.
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: This self-guided tour perfectly captures the historic and cultural essence of Ketchikan. The sequence of Creek Street, the Married Man's Trail, and the Totem Heritage Center is a fantastic, compact experience. If you only have a few hours, prioritize Creek Street and the funicular ride to Cape Fox Lodge for the iconic view.
Enjoy your time in the "First City" of Alaska's Inside Passage

