Kaohsiung Walking Tour
Slide 1: Welcome to Kaohsiung
Image cue: Panoramic harbor view with the 85 Sky Tower and Love River at sunset.
Welcome to Kaohsiung, Taiwan’s southern port city and its second-largest urban center. Once an industrial powerhouse, it’s now a city reborn — vibrant, creative, and full of open spaces. Today’s walking tour focuses on the Pier-2 Art Center, Love River promenade, and the cultural heart of the old harbor.
Kaohsiung feels more relaxed than Taipei, yet it has an energy all its own — a blend of art, food, and sea breeze.

Slide 2: Starting Point – Kaohsiung Port (Gushan District)
Image cue: Cruise terminal and harbor area with ferries crossing to Cijin Island.
We start at Kaohsiung Port, near the Gushan Ferry Pier. From here, you can see the bustle of the harbor and small boats shuttling across to Cijin Island, famous for seafood and beaches.
Our walk keeps to the mainland side, winding through the redeveloped Pier-2 Art District, one of Taiwan’s best examples of urban renewal.

Slide 3: Stop 1 – Pier-2 Art Center
Image cue: Warehouses turned art galleries with colorful murals and outdoor sculptures.
The Pier-2 Art Center was once a collection of abandoned warehouses. Today, it’s a sprawling creative space filled with murals, installations, and cafes.
You’ll see sculptures made from ship parts, graffiti walls, and small design shops selling handmade jewelry and crafts. Each warehouse has its own theme — from interactive exhibits to contemporary photography.
Take your time here — this area captures the soul of modern Kaohsiung: artistic, playful, and unpretentious.

Slide 4: Stop 2 – Hamasen Railway Cultural Park
Image cue: Old rail tracks integrated into a public park with walking paths.
A few minutes north of Pier-2 is the Hamasen Railway Cultural Park, built on the site of the city’s original train depot. The park integrates old rails into grassy paths and open-air art displays.
It’s a local favorite for families and a nice spot for a short break under the trees. The preserved locomotives and photo exhibits hint at Kaohsiung’s industrial roots.

Slide 5: Stop 3 – Love River Promenade
Image cue: Pedestrian walkway with palms, bridges, and riverboats at dusk.
From Hamasen, follow the pedestrian signs to the Love River (Ai He). This riverside walkway stretches for miles and is lined with cafes and small galleries.
Couples and families stroll here in the evening while street performers play live music. You can even take a short riverboat cruise for another perspective of the skyline.
Look for the Bridge of Love, where locals tie red ribbons to mark wishes for romance and good fortune.

Slide 6: Stop 4 – Yancheng District & Street Food Lane
Image cue: Street food stalls lit up with steam and neon lights.
Cross into the Yancheng District, Kaohsiung’s historic quarter. Once filled with trading houses, it’s now a lively neighborhood of small eateries and retro-style bars.
This is the place to try authentic Taiwanese snacks — grilled squid, bubble tea, oyster omelets, or “coffin bread,” a crispy loaf filled with creamy chicken stew.
Many of the food stalls have been family-run for generations — just look for the longest line; it usually leads to something worth tasting.

Slide 7: Stop 5 – Takao Railway Museum
Image cue: Restored wooden station building with exhibits on Kaohsiung’s transport history.
A short walk takes you to the Takao Railway Museum, a charming stop housed in a restored 1940s station building. It’s small but informative, showing Kaohsiung’s transformation from a modest fishing port into a major maritime city.
You’ll also find displays of vintage train tickets, photos, and signal lamps — all beautifully preserved.

Slide 8: Stop 6 – 85 Sky Tower Viewpoint
Image cue: The 85 Sky Tower rising above downtown Kaohsiung.
From Yancheng, walk or take a quick light-rail ride to the 85 Sky Tower, once the tallest building in Taiwan. Its design, resembling the Chinese character “高” (Gao), reflects the first part of the city’s name.
The observation deck offers panoramic views of the harbor, city skyline, and Cijin Island — an excellent way to put your walk into perspective.

Slide 9: Optional Add-On – Cijin Island
Image cue: Lighthouse, seafood market, and beach on Cijin Island.
If you have more time, hop on the Cijin Ferry (a 5-minute ride). Once there, rent a bike and explore the island’s lighthouse, Seafood Street, and the black-sand beach.
Cijin is famous for fresh-caught fish, calamari, and tropical fruit smoothies — perfect for a relaxing afternoon before returning to the ship.

Slide 10: Stop 7 – Sunset at Glory Pier
Image cue: Modern waterfront promenade glowing under sunset light.
End your walk at Glory Pier, near the Maritime Cultural Center. As the sun sets, the glass towers reflect pink and gold across the harbor. Street musicians often perform here, and the evening breeze carries the sound of water taxis along the docks.
It’s a fitting finale — a blend of art, water, and easygoing southern charm.

Slide 11: Closing Slide
Image cue: Kaohsiung skyline at night reflected on the Love River.
Kaohsiung is a city that redefined itself — from shipyards to street art, from steel to sunshine. Walking here, you see how Taiwan’s spirit thrives not only in its temples and mountains but in the creativity of everyday life.
Whether you came for food, art, or a slow river stroll, Kaohsiung reminds you that every port has its own heartbeat — and here, it’s both relaxed and alive.

