Jeju: The Island of the Gods
Setting the Scene
Welcome to Jeju, South Korea’s largest island and one of its most beloved destinations. Often called the “Hawaii of Korea,” Jeju combines volcanic landscapes, waterfalls, and beaches with a culture that’s distinct from the mainland. It’s a favorite vacation spot for Koreans and a UNESCO World Heritage site for its natural wonders.

A Port with a Story
Formed by volcanic eruptions about two million years ago, Jeju is dominated by Hallasan, South Korea’s highest mountain. For centuries, Jeju was considered remote and exotic, with its own traditions and even its own dialect. Today, it has become one of Asia’s top tourist destinations, welcoming both honeymooners and cruise visitors eager to see its dramatic scenery.

What Jeju is Famous For
· Hallasan Mountain: A dormant volcano rising in the center of the island, surrounded by hiking trails and national parkland.
· Volcanic Landscapes: Lava tubes, craters, and unusual rock formations are part of Jeju’s UNESCO designation.
· Haenyeo Divers: Female free divers who harvest seafood without tanks, a centuries-old tradition unique to Jeju.
· Jeju Oranges: Sweet and fragrant tangerines, grown across the island.

Highlights for Visitors
· Seongsan Ilchulbong (Sunrise Peak): A volcanic crater rising dramatically from the sea, best known for sunrise views.
· Manjanggul Lava Tube: One of the longest lava tubes in the world, offering a glimpse into the island’s volcanic past.
· Jeju Folk Village: Preserves traditional thatched houses and showcases the island’s unique culture.
· Jungmun Beach & Coastal Cliffs: Scenic coastlines with rugged rock formations.
· Cheonjiyeon and Jeongbang Waterfalls: Lush, tropical-style waterfalls close to the city.

Food & Drink
Jeju is known for its black pork, often grilled at the table, and fresh seafood from the surrounding waters. Abalone dishes, caught by the haenyeo divers, are a specialty. Jeju’s tangerines appear in juices, candies, and desserts everywhere on the island.

Getting Around
Cruise ships dock at Jeju City, the island’s capital. Many attractions are spread out, so excursions or hired taxis are the best way to see highlights like Sunrise Peak or the lava tubes. Within the city, markets and the waterfront can be explored on foot.

Walking Tour Option
If you’d like to stay local, start at the Jeju Cruise Terminal, head into Dongmun Market for local food and crafts, continue to Tapdong Promenade along the waterfront, and loop back through the city center. This short route gives you a flavor of Jeju without leaving town.

Reflection
Jeju is a place where nature dominates—volcanoes, craters, and cliffs tell the story of its fiery birth, while its traditions remind visitors of an island identity shaped by resilience and the sea. Visiting Jeju is stepping into a world apart, where Korea shows its tropical, volcanic face.
