Ishigaki Walking Tour
Slide 1: Welcome to Ishigaki Island
Image cue: Aerial view of Ishigaki Port with emerald reefs and jungle-covered hills.
Welcome to Ishigaki, the southern gateway to Japan’s Yaeyama Islands. Closer to Taiwan than Tokyo, Ishigaki blends Okinawan charm with tropical beauty. It’s famous for coral reefs, sugarcane fields, and a relaxed island rhythm that feels worlds away from mainland Japan.
Today’s walking tour explores Ishigaki City, a compact port town rich in culture, local food, and island hospitality — all within a short stroll from your ship.

Slide 2: Starting Point – Ishigaki Port Cruise Terminal
Image cue: Ferry and cruise terminal surrounded by turquoise water.
We begin our walk at the Ishigaki Port Terminal, where ferries depart for Taketomi, Iriomote, and other nearby islands. Before heading out, take a moment to enjoy the sea breeze and the sight of fishing boats gliding past coral-blue waters.
From here, the city center is just a 10-minute walk away, filled with shops, restaurants, and traditional markets.

Slide 3: Stop 1 – Euglena Mall (Old Ishigaki Public Market)
Image cue: Covered shopping street lined with souvenir stalls and local crafts.
Our first stop is Euglena Mall, formerly the Ishigaki Public Market. This covered arcade is the town’s social hub — lively, colorful, and full of local flavor.
Here you’ll find handwoven Yaeyama minsa textiles, tropical fruit jams, and bottles of awamori, Okinawa’s traditional rice spirit. Try a sample of brown sugar candy or pineapple cake while you browse.
Locals are friendly and love to chat — “nankurunaisa,” the Okinawan phrase meaning “Take it easy, it’ll be fine”, fits the spirit perfectly here.

Slide 4: Stop 2 – Misaki Town Dining Street
Image cue: Narrow alley lit by red lanterns and izakaya signs at night.
Just a block from the mall is Misaki Town, the heart of Ishigaki’s food scene. It’s a maze of tiny bars and restaurants serving Ishigaki beef, sashimi, and Yaeyama soba — a local noodle dish made with pork broth and green onions.
If you’re here around lunchtime, this is the place to stop for a bite. Don’t miss the local specialty: Ishigaki Wagyu, often grilled at your table and melt-in-your-mouth tender.

Slide 5: Stop 3 – Miyara Dunchi (Samurai Residence)
Image cue: Traditional stone gate and red-tiled roof of a preserved samurai home.
A short walk from downtown leads to Miyara Dunchi, the island’s only remaining samurai residence. Built in the 19th century, it belonged to the powerful Miyara family and showcases traditional Ryukyu-style architecture — stone walls, red clay roof tiles, and inner gardens with coral-lined paths.
This is one of the few places on Ishigaki where you can glimpse what upper-class island life looked like centuries ago. It’s calm, shady, and beautifully preserved.

Slide 6: Stop 4 – Southern Gate Bridge Walkway
Image cue: Pedestrian bridge stretching across turquoise harbor waters.
Head south toward the Southern Gate Bridge, an easy 10-minute walk from the market. The bridge crosses Ishigaki’s harbor, offering some of the best panoramic views of the city, port, and nearby islands.
Locals often come here to watch sunsets — the sky turns gold, then deep orange over the coral reefs. It’s one of those quiet, simple moments that captures Ishigaki’s magic.

Slide 7: Stop 5 – Banna Park (Optional Scenic Extension)
Image cue: Lookout point surrounded by tropical forest with view of the ocean.
If you have a bit more time and energy, a taxi or e-bike can take you uphill to Banna Park, just outside the city. The park has scenic trails, observation towers, and wide views of Ishigaki’s mountains and reefs.
On clear days, you can see as far as Iriomote Island — and if you listen closely, you’ll hear birds unique to these southern islands, like the Yaeyama jay and Ryukyu robin.

Slide 8: Stop 6 – Yaeyama Peace Memorial & Lighthouse (Optional)
Image cue: White lighthouse overlooking the sea, surrounded by flowers.
For those interested in history, visit the Yaeyama Peace Memorial near the tip of the island. It honors local lives lost in World War II and celebrates postwar peace. The nearby Tōrin Lighthouse offers another spectacular photo spot — rugged cliffs, crashing waves, and endless blue horizon.

Slide 9: Stop 7 – Ishigaki Yaima Village (Cultural Extension)
Image cue: Reconstructed village with thatched houses and folk performers.
For a taste of local heritage, visit Yaima Village, a recreated Ryukyu-era settlement. You can walk among thatched homes, feed friendly squirrel monkeys, and watch traditional Okinawan music and dance performances.
It’s a bit outside walking distance but ideal for a short taxi trip if your schedule allows — great for families or anyone curious about Okinawan rural life.

Slide 10: Stop 8 – Sunset Back at the Port
Image cue: Boats docked near Ishigaki Port with sun setting behind mountains.
Return toward the port along the waterfront, where cafés and open-air bars overlook the harbor. Grab a drink, relax, and watch the fishing boats return at dusk. The scent of grilled seafood fills the air, and music from small bars drifts across the water.
It’s the perfect way to wind down your visit — no rush, no crowds, just that island-time pace.

Slide 11: Optional Add-Ons – Day Trips from Ishigaki
Image cue: Ferry boat leaving Ishigaki for nearby islands.
If you have extra time:
· Take a 15-minute ferry to Taketomi Island to see its coral roads and traditional homes.
· Visit Kabira Bay, famous for its turquoise lagoon and glass-bottom boats.
· Or snorkel at Blue Cave for vivid coral and tropical fish.
Each short trip shows a different face of Okinawa’s southern paradise.

Slide 12: Closing Slide
Image cue: Lantern-lit harbor with reflections shimmering on calm water.
Ishigaki is more than just a tropical stop — it’s a living blend of cultures, histories, and nature. The people are warm, the pace is gentle, and the ocean is never far away.
Whether you wander the markets, stroll the bridge, or watch the sun sink into the sea, Ishigaki invites you to slow down, breathe deeply, and let island life remind you what simplicity feels like.

