Incheon: Gateway to Seoul
Setting the Scene
Welcome to Incheon, South Korea’s main port and the entryway to the capital city of Seoul. While Incheon itself has history and culture to explore, most cruise passengers head inland to Seoul, about an hour away. It’s a journey worth making. Seoul is a city of palaces and skyscrapers, markets and high-tech districts—a place where Korea’s past and future stand side by side.

A Port with a Story
Incheon became internationally famous in 1950 during the Korean War, when U.S. and UN forces launched a daring amphibious landing that turned the tide of the conflict. But Incheon’s history stretches back much further. As a port, it’s been a gateway for centuries—welcoming trade, ideas, and influences that helped shape Korea’s modern identity. Today, it’s still one of the busiest ports in Asia, linking South Korea with the world.

What Incheon and Seoul are Famous For
· Seoul’s Palaces: Gyeongbokgung, the grandest of Korea’s royal palaces, and Changdeokgung, known for its secret gardens.
· Modern Seoul: The futuristic Dongdaemun Design Plaza, Gangnam’s skyscrapers, and the vibrant nightlife of Hongdae.
· Markets & Food: Namdaemun and Gwangjang markets overflow with street food—dumplings, kimchi pancakes, and sizzling bulgogi.
· Incheon’s Chinatown: Established in 1884, it’s the only official Chinatown in Korea and a reminder of Incheon’s trading past.

Highlights for Visitors
· Seoul:
· Gyeongbokgung Palace with its ceremonial guard changing.
· Bukchon Hanok Village, where traditional houses line narrow streets.
· Insadong, a district for antiques, tea houses, and crafts.
· Myeongdong, a bustling shopping district famous for street snacks.
· Incheon:
· Chinatown with its red gates and Chinese-Korean fusion cuisine.
· Songdo Central Park, a modern eco-city built on reclaimed land.
· Wolmido Island, a seaside area with amusement rides and seafood stalls.

Food & Drink
Korean food is bold and flavorful. In Seoul, try bibimbap (rice with vegetables and chili paste), samgyeopsal (grilled pork belly you cook at the table), or tteokbokki (spicy rice cakes). Kimchi, of course, is everywhere. Wash it down with soju, Korea’s national spirit, or makgeolli, a lightly sparkling rice wine.

Getting Around
The cruise terminal in Incheon is about 90 minutes from central Seoul by bus or car. Excursions are the simplest way to reach the city if your time is limited. Within Seoul, the metro system is excellent, though it can be crowded. For Incheon itself, Chinatown and Songdo are close to the port.

Walking Tour Option
If you stay in Incheon, a pleasant loop starts at Incheon Chinatown, continues to Jayou Park with its views over the harbor, then circles back through the lively streets lined with noodle shops and bakeries. It’s compact, colorful, and easy to do in a few hours.

Reflection
Incheon and Seoul together tell Korea’s story—a resilient nation balancing tradition and innovation. Whether you wander through ancient palaces, savor sizzling street food, or walk through Incheon’s Chinatown, you’ll see a country that looks forward while staying rooted in its past.
