Ilocos (Salomague): A Window into Northern Philippines
Setting the Scene
Welcome to Salomague, a small port in the province of Ilocos on the northern coast of Luzon. While the port itself is quiet, it serves as the gateway to the Ilocos region—a place of rugged coastlines, colonial architecture, and deep cultural traditions. This is a part of the Philippines less traveled by international visitors, offering an authentic glimpse into history and heritage.

A Port with a Story
Salomague Port was once a simple fishing and trade harbor, but in recent years it has become a stop for cruise ships exploring northern Luzon. The surrounding Ilocos region is steeped in history: Spanish colonists arrived in the 16th century, and many of their churches, plazas, and stone houses remain today. It’s also the homeland of national figures like Ferdinand Marcos, the controversial former president.

What Ilocos is Famous For
· Vigan: A UNESCO World Heritage city, famous for its cobblestone streets and Spanish-era architecture.
· Paoay Church: A baroque masterpiece with massive stone buttresses, also a UNESCO site.
· Beaches & Coastline: The Ilocos coast has long sandy beaches, rocky cliffs, and dramatic waves.
· Cultural Heritage: Weaving, pottery, and hearty regional food define local traditions.

Highlights for Visitors
· Vigan: Walk along Calle Crisologo, lined with ancestral stone houses, museums, and calesa (horse-drawn carriages).
· Paoay Church (St. Augustine Church): Built in the late 1600s, its massive buttresses are designed to withstand earthquakes.
· Cape Bojeador Lighthouse: Perched on a hilltop overlooking the South China Sea.
· Local Crafts: Abel Iloco handwoven textiles and burnay pottery are prized local souvenirs.

Food & Drink
Ilocano cuisine is hearty and flavorful. Try bagnet (crispy pork belly), longganisa (garlicky sausages), and empanada (fried pastries stuffed with meat and vegetables). For the adventurous, there’s pinakbet, a vegetable dish flavored with bagoong (fermented fish sauce). Don’t miss the fresh mangoes and dragon fruit grown in the region.

Getting Around
Salomague is a tender port, and organized tours are the best way to reach Vigan, Paoay, or other sights. The drive to Vigan takes about 90 minutes, making it the top choice for most cruise passengers.

Walking Tour Option
If you choose Vigan, a rewarding walking loop begins at Plaza Salcedo, continues down Calle Crisologo with its ancestral houses and shops, visits St. Paul’s Cathedral, and circles back through the market area. It’s a living museum of Spanish colonial heritage.

Reflection
A stop at Salomague is less about the port and more about what lies beyond. The Ilocos region offers a glimpse of the Philippines’ colonial past, preserved in stone churches, cobbled streets, and timeless crafts. It’s a place where history feels alive, and where the slower rhythms of provincial life invite you to linger.


