Hue - Danang (Chan May): Vietnam’s Central Treasures
Setting the Scene
Your ship docks at Chan May, a port located roughly halfway between two of central Vietnam’s most compelling destinations: Hue, the former imperial capital, and Danang, a modern coastal city. From here, you also have access to the charming town of Hoi An, making this stop one of Vietnam’s richest in cultural and historical experiences.

A Port with a Story
Chan May itself is a functional port, mainly industrial, but it serves as the jumping-off point for exploring central Vietnam. Hue, about an hour inland, was the capital of the Nguyen emperors from 1802 to 1945. Its palaces, tombs, and pagodas preserve centuries of imperial heritage. Danang, closer to the port, has reinvented itself as a vibrant city of beaches, bridges, and modern development. Nearby Hoi An, once a bustling trading port, is now a UNESCO World Heritage town, frozen in time with lantern-lit streets and preserved merchant houses.

What Hue, Danang, and Hoi An Are Famous For
· Hue: The Imperial City, royal tombs, and the Perfume River.
· Danang: Sandy beaches, the dramatic Marble Mountains, and the iconic Dragon Bridge.
· Hoi An: Lantern-lit streets, tailor shops, and a mix of Chinese, Japanese, and Vietnamese architecture.
· Scenic Routes: The Hai Van Pass, a mountain road with stunning sea views, often called one of the most beautiful drives in Asia.

Highlights for Visitors
· Hue’s Imperial City (Citadel): Moats, palaces, and temples that once housed the Nguyen dynasty.
· Thien Mu Pagoda: A historic riverside temple overlooking the Perfume River.
· Royal Tombs: Majestic, ornate resting places of Nguyen emperors scattered outside Hue.
· Danang’s Marble Mountains: Limestone hills filled with caves, pagodas, and views of the coast.
· Dragon Bridge: A fire-breathing modern landmark in Danang.
· Hoi An Ancient Town: Wooden houses, temples, and a lantern-lit atmosphere that feels timeless.

Food & Drink
Central Vietnam has its own distinct cuisine. In Hue, try bun bo Hue, a spicy beef noodle soup, or delicate banh beo, steamed rice cakes with shrimp. Danang is known for fresh seafood and mi quang, a noodle dish flavored with turmeric. Hoi An’s signature is cao lau, noodles topped with pork, herbs, and crispy rice crackers.

Getting Around
Chan May Port is remote, so shore excursions or private drivers are the best way to reach Hue, Danang, or Hoi An. Travel times are roughly one hour to Hue, 75 minutes to Danang, and about two hours to Hoi An. The drives themselves are part of the experience, offering coastal scenery and glimpses of village life.

Walking Tour Option
If you choose Hue, a good loop begins at the Imperial City, crossing its ornate gates into courtyards and palaces, then strolling along the Perfume River to Thien Mu Pagoda.
If you visit Hoi An, start at the Japanese Covered Bridge, wander through the Old Town’s streets and temples, and finish at the lantern-lit riverside before heading back.

Reflection
This stop offers a rare chance to see three very different faces of Vietnam—imperial Hue, modern Danang, and timeless Hoi An. Whether you stand on the ramparts of an emperor’s palace, stroll through a lantern-lit town, or watch waves crash along the Hai Van Pass, you’ll experience central Vietnam’s blend of history, beauty, and living culture.
