Hualien Walking Tour
Slide 1: Welcome to Hualien
Image cue: Aerial view of Hualien City backed by mountains and the Pacific Ocean.
Welcome to Hualien, Taiwan’s beautiful east coast port. Nestled between the Pacific Ocean and the Central Mountain Range, it’s known for its natural landscapes, indigenous culture, and relaxed small-town charm.
While many visitors head straight to Taroko Gorge, there’s plenty to enjoy right here in Hualien City — a blend of culture, food, and seaside scenery that captures Taiwan’s softer side. Today’s walk will take us through the heart of town, from the waterfront promenade to its vibrant night market.

Slide 2: Starting Point – Hualien Port
Image cue: Cruise terminal with mountains in the distance and fishing boats nearby.
We begin at Hualien Port, where your ship docks at the northern edge of the city. From here, it’s about a 10-minute shuttle or taxi ride into downtown Hualien, where our walking tour starts.
The city layout is simple — broad streets, tree-lined boulevards, and the Pacific never far away. Bring comfortable shoes; most stops are within a few blocks of each other.

Slide 3: Stop 1 – Hualien Cultural and Creative Industries Park
Image cue: Brick warehouses with murals and outdoor cafés.
Our first stop is the Hualien Cultural and Creative Industries Park, a cluster of early 20th-century sake warehouses now transformed into galleries, artisan shops, and cafés.
You’ll find locally made ceramics, woodcraft, and textiles inspired by Taiwan’s indigenous Amis and Truku tribes. Stop for a locally roasted coffee or a bottle of Hualien craft beer — the perfect introduction to the city’s creative energy.

Slide 4: Stop 2 – Pine Garden
Image cue: Colonial-era villa surrounded by pine trees overlooking the sea.
A short uphill walk brings us to Pine Garden, a former Japanese military building turned art space. The hilltop setting offers panoramic views of Hualien City and the ocean beyond.
Inside, small exhibits trace Hualien’s World War II history and postwar transformation. The garden café is an excellent spot to relax under the pines with a cold drink and ocean breeze.

Slide 5: Stop 3 – Hualien Railway Culture Park
Image cue: Restored railway buildings with small train cars on display.
Next, head back downhill to the Railway Culture Park, a restored section of the old Hualien rail yard. It’s an open-air museum with narrow-gauge tracks, vintage locomotives, and shaded paths lined with flowers.
The park connects seamlessly to local pedestrian streets, making it a peaceful transition from the city’s industrial past to its artistic present.

Slide 6: Stop 4 – Dongdamen Night Market
Image cue: Colorful food stalls and lantern-lit walkways at night.
A 15-minute walk east brings us to the Dongdamen Night Market, Hualien’s best-known attraction and one of Taiwan’s largest night markets.
Open every evening, it’s divided into sections — Aboriginal Street for local tribal foods like millet wine and grilled boar, Mainland Street for dumplings and noodles, and Seafood Street for fresh catches from nearby waters.
Even during the day, vendors begin setting up, so you can get a sense of the energy that fills the market after sunset.

Slide 7: Stop 5 – Hualien Harbour & Nanbin Seaside Park
Image cue: Boardwalk along the coast with waves breaking on black pebbles.
From Dongdamen, continue a few blocks toward the ocean to Nanbin Park, a long waterfront promenade lined with palms and art sculptures.
The beach here isn’t for swimming — it’s a shore of smooth black stones, formed by Hualien’s volcanic geology. Locals come for morning exercise or evening strolls, often with music drifting from small food stands.
It’s peaceful, photogenic, and the sea views stretch endlessly toward the horizon.

Slide 8: Stop 6 – Beibin Park and Oceanfront Trail
Image cue: Coastal bicycle path with ocean on one side and trees on the other.
Head north along the waterfront trail toward Beibin Park, another favorite local hangout. The walking and cycling paths connect directly, so it’s easy to follow the shoreline.
Keep an eye out for art installations and small pavilions offering shade and sea views. Early risers often come here to watch the sunrise — one of the most spectacular on Taiwan’s east coast.

Slide 9: Stop 7 – Market Street & Local Snack Shops
Image cue: Busy street with bakery displays, bubble tea shops, and souvenir stalls.
Before returning to the port, wander through the Zhongshan and Zhonghua Road area, Hualien’s commercial core. This is where you’ll find bubble tea, pineapple cakes, and the city’s most famous treat: mochi — soft rice cakes filled with red bean or peanut paste.
Family-owned bakeries like A-Zong Mochi have been perfecting this for generations, and they make perfect gifts to bring back to the ship.

Slide 10: Optional Add-Ons
Image cue: Taroko Gorge cliffs and Liwu River.
If you have more time in Hualien:
· Take a half-day excursion to Taroko Gorge, one of Asia’s most stunning natural wonders, with marble cliffs and turquoise rivers.
· Visit Qixingtan Beach, just north of town, for dramatic coastal scenery and cycling paths.
· Explore Liyu Lake, a serene freshwater lake about 30 minutes inland, surrounded by forested hills.

Slide 11: Stop 8 – Return to Hualien Port
Image cue: Sunset over Hualien harbor with fishing boats and glowing clouds.
Head back toward the port area, where cafés and small restaurants line the waterfront. As the sun dips behind the mountains, the harbor turns golden — a calm, fitting end to a day of discovery.
You’ll notice locals gathering by the seawall to fish, chat, and watch the day fade into evening — the perfect reminder that in Hualien, life still moves with the rhythm of the tides.

Slide 12: Closing Slide
Image cue: Evening view of Dongdamen Night Market lights.
Hualien is a city that balances art, nature, and community. From seaside parks to creative spaces, it reflects the heart of Taiwan’s east coast — humble, friendly, and beautifully unhurried.
Whether you came for the mountain views or the night market flavors, Hualien invites you to slow down and savor the simplicity of the moment.

