Homer Alaska Walking Tour
A Self-Guided Walking Tour of Homer, Alaska
Important Notes Before You Start:
· The Spit vs. The Town: Homer is divided into two main areas: the Homer Spit (a 4.5-mile long natural gravel bar) and the "Bench" (the main town on the bluffs above). This tour covers both, but be aware of the distance between them.
· Transportation: The walk from the base of the Spit to the town on the Bench is about 2.5 miles (4 km) one way and is mostly uphill. It is highly recommended to use the Homer Spit Shuttle or a taxi to travel between the two areas.
· Weather & Gear: This is coastal Alaska. Weather can change instantly. Wear warm, waterproof layers and sturdy shoes. The Spit can be extremely windy.
· Wildlife: This is bear country. Be aware, make noise on trails, and carry bear spray if venturing into more remote areas. The Spit is generally safe from large land mammals.

Tour Overview
· Start: Homer Cruise Ship Tender Dock (on the Homer Spit)
· End: Bishop's Beach Park (on the Bench) or back on the Spit
· Total Walking Time (core areas): Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours (without stops or the long Spit-to-Town walk)
· Total Time with Stops: 4 - 6 hours
· Highlights: The Homer Spit, Salty Dawg Saloon, Pratt Museum, Bishop's Beach, Wynn Nature Center.

The Walking Tour Itself
Part 1: The Homer Spit
1. Start: Homer Small Boat Harbor & Tender Dock
· Your tour begins in the heart of the action. Cruise ships anchor in Kachemak Bay and tender passengers directly to the harbor on the Spit.
· What to See: Soak in the atmosphere of a working fishing harbor. You'll see commercial fishing boats, charter "six-pack" halibut boats, and pleasure craft. The air is filled with the sounds of gulls and the smell of salt and fish.
2. Stop: The Salty Dawg Saloon
· Walking Direction: A short walk from the harbor, right on the Spit.
· What to See: This is an Alaskan institution. The iconic lighthouse building is covered in decades of signed dollar bills left by visitors from around the world. Pop in for a beer and add your own dollar to the walls (bring a bill and a pin!).
3. Stop: Explore the Spit
· Walking Direction: Stroll the length of the main drag on the Spit.
· What to See & Do:
· Fishing Charters & Tours: This is the place to book a last-minute halibut or salmon fishing trip or a wildlife/glacier cruise across Kachemak Bay.
· Shops & Galleries: Browse dozens of shops selling everything from tourist trinkets to high-quality Alaskan art, Ulu knives, and smoked salmon.
· Eateries: Grab a famous fish taco or a bowl of clam chowder from one of the many casual eateries.
4. Stop: The "End of the Spit"
· Walking Direction: Walk or take the Spit Shuttle to the very end.
· What to See: Enjoy panoramic views of Kachemak Bay, the Kenai Mountains, and the Grewingk Glacier. Watch for sea otters, seals, and eagles. This is also the location of the Homer Boat Yard, where fishing vessels are hauled out for repair—a fascinating sight.

Part 2: The Bench (Main Town)
5. Stop: Get to the "Bench"
· How to Get There: Take the Homer Spit Shuttle or a taxi. The walk is long, uphill, and not particularly scenic along the road.
6. Stop: The Pratt Museum
· Walking Direction: From the shuttle drop-off in town (Pioneer Avenue), it's a short walk.
· What to See: This excellent local museum is the key to understanding the natural and cultural history of the Kachemak Bay region. It features exhibits on local wildlife, Native Alaskan cultures, the Exxon Valdez oil spill, and has a live video feed from a seabird colony.
7. Stop: Old Town & Bunnell Street Arts Center
· Walking Direction: Walk down Pioneer Avenue towards the water.
· What to See: This historic part of town has a different, more laid-back vibe than the Spit. Visit the Bunnell Street Arts Center, a premier gallery showcasing contemporary Alaskan art in a historic building.
8. Stop: Bishop's Beach
· Walking Direction: A short walk from Old Town.
· What to See: This is a beautiful, accessible beach at the base of the bluffs. At low tide, you can walk for miles. It's a fantastic place for beachcombing, birdwatching, and enjoying stunning views of the bay and mountains. Check tide tables before you go.
9. Lunch Break
· Options:
· On the Spit: For a classic, casual vibe with fresh seafood. Boardwalk Fish & Chips or Captain Pattie's are popular.
· On the Bench: For more variety and a local feel. The Homestead Restaurant is a beloved institution, or find a cafe on Pioneer Avenue.

Optional Add-On (Requires Fee & Time)
10. Stop: Alaska Islands & Ocean Visitor Center & Carl E. Wynn Nature Center
· Location: On the Bench, near Bishop's Beach.
· What to See:
· Islands & Ocean Center: A beautiful, modern facility focused on the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge. It's free and has fantastic interactive exhibits about the seabirds and marine life of the Aleutian Islands.
· Wynn Nature Center: Located uphill from the visitor center, this is a protected area of coastal muskeg and spruce forest. Walk the elevated boardwalks to see wildflowers and maybe a moose. (Requires a fee; access may be via a shuttle from the Islands & Ocean Center).
End: Return to the Spit
· How to Get Back: Take the Homer Spit Shuttle or a taxi from town back down to the Small Boat Harbor to catch your tender back to the ship.
Recommendation for Cruise Travelers: Your time is limited. Prioritize the Homer Spit for its unique character, fishing heritage, and the Salty Dawg Saloon. If you have extra time and use the shuttle, a quick trip to the Pratt Museum and Bishop's Beach will give you a wonderful contrast and a deeper understanding of the community.
Enjoy your time in beautiful Homer, where the mountains meet the sea

