Ho Chi Minh City (Phu My): Vietnam’s Southern Capital
Setting the Scene
Your ship docks at Phu My, the gateway port for Ho Chi Minh City, about two hours inland. While Phu My itself is an industrial port, the real draw is Saigon—as many still call it—a dynamic city of over 9 million people. It’s Vietnam’s economic powerhouse, a place where motorbikes fill the streets, skyscrapers rise above French colonial boulevards, and history is never far away.

A Port with a Story
Formerly known as Saigon, the city was the capital of French Cochinchina, later the Republic of Vietnam, and finally renamed Ho Chi Minh City after reunification in 1976. Its architecture reflects those layers of history: French colonial cathedrals, wartime relics, and modern glass towers. Today, it’s Vietnam’s busiest, most international city—a place where tradition and modernity collide in fascinating ways.

What Ho Chi Minh City is Famous For
· French Colonial Architecture: The Notre Dame Cathedral, Central Post Office, and the Opera House.
· War History: The Reunification Palace, War Remnants Museum, and excursions to the Cu Chi Tunnels.
· Markets: Ben Thanh Market is a feast of food, souvenirs, and local life.
· Energy: The sheer buzz of millions of scooters zipping around every corner.

Highlights for Visitors
· Reunification Palace: A time capsule of 1970s history, once the seat of the South Vietnamese government.
· War Remnants Museum: A sobering look at the Vietnam War through Vietnamese eyes.
· Notre Dame Cathedral & Central Post Office: Icons of French colonial design.
· Ben Thanh Market: Lively, colorful, and perfect for shopping or street food.
· Bitexco Financial Tower: For panoramic views of the city.

Food & Drink
Southern Vietnamese cuisine is fresh, bold, and slightly sweeter than in the north. Try pho (beef noodle soup), banh xeo (crispy rice crepes filled with pork and shrimp), and tropical fruit smoothies. Vietnamese iced coffee, brewed strong with condensed milk, is the perfect pick-me-up for the city’s heat.

Getting Around
The drive from Phu My to the city takes about two hours each way, so excursions are the most practical choice. Once in Ho Chi Minh City, taxis are affordable, but traffic is legendary—expect swarms of motorbikes at every intersection. Walking works best within specific districts, especially around the central landmarks.

Walking Tour Option
A classic loop in the city center begins at the Notre Dame Cathedral, continues next door to the Central Post Office, heads down to the Reunification Palace, then on to the War Remnants Museum. Wrap up at Ben Thanh Market before returning to the port. It’s a compact route that combines history, architecture, and local life.

Reflection
Ho Chi Minh City is Vietnam at full speed—energetic, chaotic, and endlessly fascinating. It’s a place where past and present are always in conversation, from colonial facades to wartime memories to modern towers. Even in a short visit, you’ll feel the pulse of a city that never slows down.

