Hiroshima Walking Tour
Slide 1: Welcome to Hiroshima
Image cue: Peace Memorial Park with the A-Bomb Dome and Motoyasu River in view.
Welcome to Hiroshima, a city whose name is known around the world — not just for its tragic past, but for its extraordinary rebirth. Destroyed by the atomic bomb in 1945, Hiroshima today is a vibrant, green, and forward-looking city dedicated to peace.
Our walking tour explores the heart of the city — from the Peace Memorial Park to Hiroshima Castle — a journey through memory, resilience, and renewal.

Slide 2: Starting Point – Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park
Image cue: Panoramic view of the park and Motoyasu River.
We begin at Peace Memorial Park, the emotional center of Hiroshima. This 40-acre park was once a bustling downtown neighborhood, reconstructed after the war as a tribute to peace.
You’ll hear birds, flowing water, and the quiet hum of visitors from around the world — a remarkable contrast to what this site once endured.

Slide 3: Stop 1 – A-Bomb Dome (Genbaku Dome)
Image cue: Ruins of the Industrial Promotion Hall beside the river.
Our first stop is the A-Bomb Dome, the most recognizable symbol of Hiroshima. It was the former Industrial Promotion Hall, standing less than 2,000 feet from the bomb’s hypocenter. The structure survived because the blast came almost directly from above.
Today it is preserved exactly as it was found — a UNESCO World Heritage Site that speaks more eloquently than any words about the cost of war and the value of peace.

Slide 4: Stop 2 – Memorial Cenotaph and Peace Flame
Image cue: Cenotaph arch framing the A-Bomb Dome in the distance.
Walk along the central axis of the park to the Memorial Cenotaph, an arched stone shelter inscribed with: “Let all the souls here rest in peace, for we shall not repeat the evil.”
Beneath it lies a registry of the victims’ names — over 320,000 as of today. Nearby, the Peace Flame has burned continuously since 1964 and will remain lit until the world is free of nuclear weapons.

Slide 5: Stop 3 – Children’s Peace Monument
Image cue: Bronze statue of Sadako Sasaki holding a paper crane.
A few steps away is the Children’s Peace Monument, dedicated to Sadako Sasaki and the thousands of children who perished. Sadako was two years old during the bombing and later developed leukemia. She folded paper cranes believing it would bring her healing.
Children from around the world still send thousands of cranes each year, now displayed in glass cases surrounding the monument — a global symbol of hope.

Slide 6: Stop 4 – Peace Memorial Museum
Image cue: Modern museum building overlooking the park.
Next, visit the Peace Memorial Museum, which presents personal stories, photographs, and artifacts from the bombing and its aftermath. The exhibits are deeply moving but presented with respect and balance.
Allow at least 30 to 40 minutes inside — it’s not a large museum, but it leaves a lasting impression on everyone who visits.

Slide 7: Stop 5 – Motoyasu River Promenade & Rest Stop
Image cue: Tree-lined riverbank with pedestrian walkway.
After the museum, walk along the Motoyasu River. This area was once leveled but has been rebuilt into a peaceful greenway with benches and flower beds. Street musicians often play softly along the path.
It’s a good place to reflect and perhaps have a snack from a local vendor — try a Hiroshima-style okonomiyaki, a savory pancake layered with noodles and sauce.

Slide 8: Stop 6 – Hiroshima Castle (“Carp Castle”)
Image cue: Reconstructed castle tower surrounded by moat and cherry trees.
A 15-minute walk north brings you to Hiroshima Castle, nicknamed Rijō, or “Carp Castle.” Originally built in 1590, it was destroyed by the bomb and rebuilt in 1958. Inside is a small museum on samurai culture and the castle’s history.
Climb to the top floor for a 360-degree view of Hiroshima’s reborn skyline — a powerful contrast to the images you’ve just seen in the museum.

Slide 9: Stop 7 – Shukkeien Garden
Image cue: Traditional pond garden with arched bridge and tea house.
If you have more time, walk another 10 minutes east to Shukkeien Garden, originally built in 1620 by a feudal lord. Its name means “shrunken scenery,” and the garden recreates mountains, valleys, and lakes in miniature.
After the bombing, survivors sought refuge here, and many perished by the pond. Today it’s a peaceful, restored oasis — a reminder of both suffering and healing.

Slide 10: Stop 8 – Hondōri Shopping Arcade
Image cue: Covered pedestrian street filled with shops and restaurants.
Head back toward the city center through Hondōri Arcade, Hiroshima’s main shopping street. It’s lively, colorful, and a symbol of normal life returning to the city after 1945.
This is a great spot to pick up souvenirs or try a local snack — Hiroshima-style lemon cakes, momiji manju (maple-leaf shaped pastries), or local sake from nearby Saijō.

Slide 11: Optional Add-Ons
Image cue: Torii gate of Itsukushima Shrine floating off Miyajima Island.
If you have extra time before sailing:
· Take the ferry to Miyajima Island (about an hour each way) to see the iconic “floating” torii gate of Itsukushima Shrine.
· Visit the Hiroshima Orizuru Tower, next to the A-Bomb Dome, where visitors fold paper cranes and drop them into a glass installation overlooking the city.
· Or explore the Hiroshima Peace Boulevard, lined with 1.2 miles of trees donated from around the world.

Slide 12: Closing Slide
Image cue: Twilight over the Peace Memorial Park with lanterns floating on the river.
Hiroshima is a city that transformed grief into grace. Walking through it, you see not just the traces of history, but the power of human resilience and reconciliation.
It stands today as a living prayer for peace — a place that reminds us that from the worst moments in history, beauty and hope can rise again.


