Hanoi (Halong Bay) Walking Tour
Slide 1: Welcome to Hanoi and Halong Bay
Image cue: Limestone karsts rising from emerald waters in Halong Bay.
Welcome to Vietnam’s northern treasures — the stunning limestone islands of Halong Bay and the vibrant capital city of Hanoi.
Most cruise ships dock at Cai Lan Port, near Halong City, about 100 miles (160 km) east of Hanoi. Many visitors use the day to explore the bay’s scenery, but for those venturing inland, Hanoi offers one of Asia’s most captivating walking experiences — a city alive with history, street life, and French colonial charm.
Today’s walking tour focuses on Hanoi’s Old Quarter, the Hoan Kiem Lake area, and nearby cultural landmarks.

Slide 2: Starting Point – Hanoi’s Old Quarter (36 Streets)
Image cue: Narrow bustling street filled with scooters and shopfronts.
We begin in the Old Quarter, the historic heart of Hanoi, where narrow lanes date back nearly a thousand years.
Each street traditionally specialized in one craft — from silver and silk to bamboo and paper — which is why you’ll still see names like Hang Bac (“Silver Street”) or Hang Dao (“Silk Street”).
The area is lively, chaotic, and endlessly photogenic. Motorbikes weave through crowds, vendors balance baskets of fruit, and the air hums with the sounds of daily life.
This is Vietnam in full color — sensory, welcoming, and completely authentic.

Slide 3: Stop 1 – Hang Bac Street (Silver Street)
Image cue: Shops selling silver jewelry and traditional crafts.
Our first stop is Hang Bac Street, one of the oldest in Hanoi. Once home to silversmiths serving royal courts, it’s now lined with jewelry shops and small artisan stalls.
Peek inside the narrow shops — some no wider than a doorway — where families have worked the same trade for generations. It’s an ideal place for unique, locally made souvenirs.

Slide 4: Stop 2 – Dong Xuan Market
Image cue: Grand covered market hall buzzing with shoppers.
A short walk north brings you to Dong Xuan Market, Hanoi’s largest and busiest marketplace. Built by the French in 1889, it remains the city’s commercial hub.
Inside, you’ll find everything from textiles and shoes to spices, coffee, and souvenirs. Upstairs, vendors sell silk scarves, lacquerware, and ao dai dresses; downstairs, the food section bursts with the scent of grilled meats and fresh herbs.
It’s crowded but fascinating — a real slice of local life.

Slide 5: Stop 3 – Ta Hien Street (“Beer Street”)
Image cue: Narrow alley filled with low plastic stools and street food vendors.
Head southwest toward Ta Hien Street, affectionately known as “Beer Street.” By day, it’s quiet and shaded; by evening, it transforms into a lively gathering spot where locals and visitors sit shoulder-to-shoulder on tiny stools, sipping bia hoi — Vietnam’s famously fresh, locally brewed beer.
If you’re walking here in the afternoon, stop for a cool drink or Vietnamese iced coffee (ca phe sua da) and watch the world go by.

Slide 6: Stop 4 – Hoan Kiem Lake (“Lake of the Returned Sword”)
Image cue: Peaceful lake with red bridge leading to Ngoc Son Temple.
Continue a few blocks south to Hoan Kiem Lake, the spiritual and geographic heart of Hanoi. Locals come here early for tai chi, couples stroll hand in hand, and artists paint beneath shady trees.
The name means “Lake of the Returned Sword,” a legend of a magical weapon returned to the gods after defeating foreign invaders.
The lakeside path is a welcome breather from Hanoi’s noise — a tranquil green lung in the center of the city.

Slide 7: Stop 5 – Ngoc Son Temple (Temple of the Jade Mountain)
Image cue: Red wooden bridge crossing to small island temple.
Walk across the iconic The Huc Bridge, painted bright red, to Ngoc Son Temple, which sits on a small island in the lake.
Dedicated to a 13th-century military hero, the temple also honors scholars and the spirits of literature and martial arts. Inside, you’ll see bronze statues, carved dragons, and a preserved giant turtle — said to be from the lake itself.
It’s a beautiful example of Vietnam’s blend of legend, religion, and respect for history.

Slide 8: Stop 6 – St. Joseph’s Cathedral
Image cue: Gothic church façade framed by leafy streets.
A short walk west brings you to St. Joseph’s Cathedral, built by the French in 1886 and modeled after Notre-Dame in Paris.
Its gray façade and twin towers stand in striking contrast to the colorful Vietnamese streets surrounding it. The area around the cathedral is full of cafés and bakeries — an echo of Hanoi’s colonial past and its enduring café culture.
Try a Vietnamese egg coffee, a rich blend of espresso and sweetened egg cream — surprisingly delicious.

Slide 9: Stop 7 – The French Quarter (Optional Extension)
Image cue: Tree-lined avenue with colonial villas and government buildings.
If time allows, continue into Hanoi’s French Quarter, just south of Hoan Kiem Lake. Here, wide boulevards and yellow colonial buildings reflect the city’s 19th-century European influence.
You’ll see landmarks like the Hanoi Opera House, Metropole Hotel, and National Museum of Vietnamese History. It’s quieter and more elegant than the Old Quarter, with leafy streets perfect for a leisurely stroll.

Slide 10: Stop 8 – Street Food & Local Dining
Image cue: Vendor preparing steaming bowls of pho on a city sidewalk.
No walk in Hanoi is complete without food. The city’s culinary scene unfolds right on the sidewalks: tiny stools, simmering pots, and aromas that draw you in from every corner.
Try these classics:
· Pho bo – Beef noodle soup, Hanoi’s signature dish.
· Bun cha – Grilled pork served with rice noodles and herbs.
· Nem ran – Crispy spring rolls.
Don’t be shy — the best meals here often cost just a few dollars and come with a smile.

Slide 11: Optional Add-Ons – Halong Bay Adventures
Image cue: Junk boats gliding through misty karst islands.
If you’re staying closer to the port in Halong rather than heading into Hanoi:
· Take a junk boat cruise through Halong Bay, a UNESCO World Heritage site of limestone islands and caves.
· Visit the Quang Ninh Museum, designed by the same architect as the Louvre Pyramid.
· Or climb to Bai Tho Mountain for a panoramic view of the harbor.
Each option reveals a different side of northern Vietnam — one cultural, one natural, both unforgettable.

Slide 12: Return Toward Halong Port
Image cue: Late afternoon sunlight over Halong Bay, fishing boats in the foreground.
As you make your way back to the ship, you’ll notice the contrast between the peaceful countryside and the lively port. Fishermen cast their nets, children wave from scooters, and limestone peaks rise like silent guardians of the coast.
It’s a fitting close to a day that captures both Vietnam’s timeless beauty and its bustling modern pulse.

Slide 13: Closing Slide
Image cue: Evening street scene in Hanoi’s Old Quarter glowing with lanterns.
Hanoi is a city of layers — ancient temples beside French villas, street vendors beside art galleries, chaos and calm in constant harmony.
Walking here connects you not just to a place, but to a way of life that thrives on energy, warmth, and resilience.
Whether you explored Hanoi’s historic streets or the serene waters of Halong Bay, one thing is certain: northern Vietnam will stay with you — in its flavors, its faces, and its unforgettable rhythm.


