


Two Worlds, One Sea

* When the RMS Titanic
sliced through the frigid
Atlantic 1n 1912, 1t
carried two very different
kinds of passengers:

* Those who dined on
oysters 1n first-class
saloons and those who
slept shoulder-to-
shoulder 1n steerage, their
dreams of a new life in
America stowed beside
their meager belongings.




Two Worlds, One Sea

. *» Fast-forward to 2024, and ships like

= Royal Caribbean’s Icon of the Seas, a
floating city more than twice Titanic’s
length, are less about passage and more
about spectacle, featuring zip lines,
robotic bartenders, and a “Central Park™
where 30,000 tropical plants thrive under
stadium lights.

* This 1sn’t just a tale of engineering
e ambition. It’s the story of how grim
necessity gave way to floating
playgrounds, shaped by innovation,
rebellion, and a hunger for luxury.

Icon of the Seas Main Dining Room



From Bunks to Butler Service

Titanic’s Steerage: Survival, Not Leisure

* For over 700 of Titanic’s passengers, the voyage wasn’t
a vacation, 1t was escape. Steerage accommodations
were bleak: shared bunkrooms with thin mattresses,
communal bathrooms, and meals of porridge, herring,
and stale bread.

» Gates barred third-class passengers from first-class decks, a literal and metaphorical
divide. The lone swimming pool?

* Reserved for first-class guests. As survivor Frank Goldsmith recalled, “We were treated
like cargo, but we endured it. America was worth the misery.”



Modern Cruising

Democratized, but Tiered

* Today, even budget travelers enjoy perks Titanic’s first-class couldn’t fathom: private
cabins with Wi-F1, around-the-clock food options, and access to waterparks and
Broadway-style shows. But the class system hasn’t vanished, it’s just been rebranded.

* Norwegian Cruise Line’s “The Haven” is a secluded suite
complex tucked behind the Haven doors, accessible only
with a special keycard. Inside, guests enjoy private pools,
exclusive lounges, butler service and much more in the
way of special treatment.

* Royal Caribbean’s “Star Class” goes equally as far, with priority boarding, unlimited
lobster tails, and a personal “Genie” to handle just about anything you need.



Modern Cruising

Democratized, but Tiered

* Other lines offer similar sanctuaries.

 MSC Cruises’ “Yacht Club” delivers an [*§
all-inclusive, top-deck retreat with 24
hour butlers and a private restaurant.

* On Celebrity Cruises, the “Retreat” adds/ @ T
suite-only dining, lounges, and a | A

: : fi ¢
sundeck, plus a dedicated concierge to MJ RIS MSC Cruises’ Yacht Club Suite

handle every detail.



Modern Cruising

Democratized, but Tiered

* Even Carnival, long known for fun over frills,
has entered the premium game with its “Excel
Suites”, offering exclusive access to the Loft

19 sun retreat.

* Cruise lines claim to democratize luxury while
quietly resurrecting hierarchy. As travel
vlogger Jess McVoy puts it, “You can ride the

same waterslide as a millionaire, just don t
Carnival Excel Suites expect to sip champagne with them
afterward.”



From Railroads to Revelry

M}\ang\? Al \.\“.";.
- SNAA

Ships Were Tools, Not Playgrounds e
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* In 1912, ships like Titanic were primarily
modes of transportation, not floating
resorts. They carried people, cargo, and

mail across oceans. e

* Onboard amenities such as squash courts or SlE=———"t0y WA _— &
Turkish baths were rare luxuries, more '
about prestige than attraction.

* Passengers didn’t board for the experience; __ £ T 7
Titanic's Turkish baths

they boarded to get somewhere.



Prohibition’s Boozy Legacy

* But that purpose began to change, thanks, ironically, to a national ban on booze.
When the U.S. banned alcohol in 1920, cruise lines saw opportunity.

* Enter the “cruise to nowhere”: ships
would leave New York at dusk, pass
the three-mile limit, and return by
dawn, with liquor, dancing, and
gambling flowing freely.

* Cunard caught on quickly, shifting its
advertising from arrival times to the
experience itself: “A Week of
Cocktails and Jazz!”




Prohibition’s Boozy Legacy

* By the 1930s, ships had become | q qi[mﬁ [ l_/
L! 'r* Z\' ':\- \

floating resorts, not just ocean-
going ferries.

e The SS Normandie set a new
standard, with a 300-seat theater, a
grand salon topped by a glass
ceiling, and a dining room once
filled with 1,500 live partridges ]
for a publicity stunt that i Tr:é'e:rgejgtl%eue

practically dared newspapers to
1gnore it.




Prohibition’s Boozy Legacy

* Not to be outdone, the Italian Line’s Michelangelo was promoted as a modernist

masterpiece at sea, with press tours showing off abstract sculptures, avant-garde art, and
furniture from Italy’s leading designers.

e Even earlier, Cunard had hosted
lavish pre-launch dinners aboard the
Queen Mary, with press releases

claiming the ship contained more art
than the National Gallery.

Ttalian Line’s Michelangelo . P

 Publicity stunts weren’t just about spectacle.

* They were strategic. In an era when speed and style defined national pride, these ships
were symbols, and cruise lines knew it.



Ships Become the Destination

* Now, cruise ships like Icon of the
Seas feature:

* Surf simulators and escape
rooms Sushi bars and chef’s
tables Holographic DJs and silent
discos

* And the ““cruise to nowhere™ 1s
back, not for smuggling booze,
but for Instagrammable sunsets

and unplugged weekends.



Floating Theme Parks

-'f-ag Titanic’s Modest Luxuries
|

* Titanic’s crown jewel was a 30-foot heated
pool reserved for first-class passengers.

* Stabilizers didn’t exist, and elegant design
often came at the expense of comfort.

* Rough seas? You rode them out, white linen
and fine china sliding with each swell.




Modern Marvels

Technology Beneath the Waves
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* Modern ships don’t just look different, they move
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differently. Below the waterline, a rounded protrusion =z
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through waves more efficiently, reducing drag and | | 4 Al dbks
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saving fuel. e S

 Instead of traditional propellers, many ships use
azipods, rotating propulsion units that spin 360 degrees,
making tight harbor maneuvers a breeze.

* And to keep things steady at sea, magnetic stabilizers
constantly adjust to minimize rolling, so even in rough

weather, your wine glass stays full and upright.



Modern Marvels

Technology Beneath the
MR Ilcon of the Seas

* Icon of the Seas weighs
250,000 tons, five times
Titanic’s mass, and carries
7,600 passengers.

* One onboard waterpark
features the 46-foot
Frightening Bolt, the
tallest slide at sea.




Modern Marvels

When Bigger Becomes a Burden S

* Mega-ships stress port infrastructure and ecosystems.

* Miami spent $250 million deepening its channels to
accommodate Oasis-class ships. In Venice, waves ;1__,’ |
cruise ship wake have damaged ancient canal walls,
prompting a government ban on large ships near the
city’s historic center.

* In the Caribbean, fragile reefs are scraped by anchors the size of small houses.

* Belize and Cozumel now debate whether the short-term tourist dollars justify the
long-term environmental cost.



Modern Marvels

When Bigger Becomes a Burden

* And then there's the surge: 5,000 passengers disembark at once, flooding small towns

that were never built for crowds that size.

* Dubrovnik imposed daily limits. Bar
Harbor, Maine, sued to cap ship arrivals.

* As engineer Lina Torres notes,
“Passengers want thrills, not tranquility.

b

We’re building floating Vegas now.’




The Green Illusion

Titanic’s Environmental Footprint

I
* Looking back, Titanic’s environmental impact was staggering. '( A N"@
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Cruise lines now spotlight their sustainability efforts: LNG fuel (25% fewer CO: emissions),
exhaust scrubbers (which remove sulfur but produce acidic discharge), and food digesters, which
turn leftovers into slurry for offloading at sea.

It burned through 600 tons of coal per day, belching thick smoke into the sky. &7
Waste was routinely dumped straight into the ocean.

Today’s cruise ships are cleaner, but only relatively.

Advanced onboard wastewater treatment systems, often called “shipboard sewage treatment
plants,” have also reduced pollution by purifying gray and black water to near-drinkable levels
before discharge.



The Road Ahead

Return to Intimacy
* Not everyone wants a waterslide and a roller coaster at sea.

* In quiet opposition to mega-ships, small-ship luxury cruising is making a comeback, less Vegas,
more Versailles.

 Lines like Silversea and Seabourn are seeing record demand for their
yacht-like vessels, where passenger counts rarely exceed 600 and
crew-to-guest ratios feel almost embarrassingly attentive.

* A week on Silversea’s Silver Endeavour in Antarctica can cost $1,500 a
night, but 1t comes with polar guides, Zodiac landings, and vintage
Champagne served beside icebergs.

* Explora Journeys, the new luxury line from MSC, promises “ocean state of :
mind” serenity with wellness decks, non-repeating menus, and suites only,
no inside cabins, no crowds, no announcements blaring from the funnel.




The Road Ahead

Return to Intimacy

* Ritz-Carlton’s Evrima offers something different altog.gether:E
a luxury hotel that happens to float, with infinity pools,
personal concierges, and evening jazz quartets playing
beneath Mediterranean stars. —

* And while the itineraries are curated for exclusivity, think Lisbon to Casablanca, or a
week tracing the fjords of Norway, the draw 1sn’t just the ports.

* It’s the pause. The lack of lines. The quiet clink of cutlery in a restaurant that doesn’t need
reservations.

* For some, 1t turns out, true luxury 1sn’t size. It’s space.



The Road Ahead

Al and Automation Aboard

* Royal Caribbean’s Bionic Bar serves cocktails with robotic arms, a novelty that’s half
bar, half spectacle
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et .q [ Vo e b D O L beyond showmanship.

* But behind the scenes, automation 1s moving

* Al now helps chart fuel-efficient routes, steer
ships around storms, and even manage onboard
energy use, adjusting air conditioning and
lighting based on occupancy and time of day.




The Road Ahead

Al and Automation Aboard

* Some cruise lines are testing predictive maintenance systems, using sensors and
machine learning to spot potential mechanical issues before they become real
problems.

* Others are exploring facial recognition for boarding
and security, promising faster embarkation, but
raising familiar concerns about privacy and
surveillance.




The Road Ahead

Al and Automation Aboard

* Will the bridge ever go fully autonomous?

* Technically, yes. Companies like ABB and Wartsila
have already conducted successful trials of
captainless navigation systems.

* But emotionally? That’s another story.
* “Not after the Titanic,” historian Martin Cox quips.

=N . | “People still want a human on the
. B631des the captaln 1sn’t Just a navigator, he’s part of the mythology. A handshake at

the welcome dinner, the white uniform, the calm voice 1n a storm, passengers still
want someone they can look to, not just trust in code.




The Road Ahead

Then there's the question of crew
welfare.

* Cruise lines operate under
international flags and labor laws,
which has drawn criticism from
labor advocates.

But that’s only part of the story.

 Talk to many crew members, from = __~
the Philippines, Indonesia, India,
Eastern Europe, and a different
picture often emerges.

i _ :":'7:'7 : = ,::. == \
Crew Mess




The Road Ahead

Then there's the question of crew welfare.

* They work long hours, yes. Contracts can last six to nine months. But for many, the job
provides steady income, free room and board, medical care, and the chance to support
extended families back home. Several have told me they earn far more at sea than they
ever could on land, and they come back season after season.

* As one Filipino waiter put it, “/ miss home, but this job changed my family s life.”

* Nowadays, many cruise lines provide free WhatsApp
access, allowing crew members to stay in touch with
their loved ones without additional costs.

* Cruise lines aren't perfect. But for thousands of crew
members, the work offers opportunity, not
exploitation. It's a complex reality, one that's harder
to capture in a headline.




The Road Ahead

Are We Repeating History?

* The Titanic taught us humility—at least for a
while. It reminded the world that technology,
no matter how advanced, doesn't guarantee
invincibility.

* That wealth doesn’t buy immunity. And that
the sea, ultimately, makes its own rules.

* Today’s cruise industry sails a fine line between spectacle and responsibility.
The engineering 1s astonishing.

* The comforts are surreal. But the scale raises questions.
* Bigger ships mean bigger footprints—environmental, cultural, and human.



ARE WE REPEATING HISTORY?

The promise of democratized luxury often masks a quiet return to class divisions.
And for all the talk of sustainability, the wake we leave behind tells a murkier story.
Cruising has come a long way since 1912. It’s safer. It’s faster. It’s more accessible.

But has it grawn wiser?

Next time you're stretched out on a sun deck, mojto in hand, watching the horizou rise to meet you —pause.
Are we charting a course toward a golden future, or drifting into the same old patterns,

dressed up in LED lights and lobster falls?

History doesn’t repeat itself exactly. But it has a rhythm.

And the sea? The sea remembers. e



Thank You for Coming!

I hope I’ve educated
and entertained you today.

I can be contacted by e-mail at marc(@soundscapeav.com
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