Episode 4 Burgundy’s Côte de Beaune – Chardonnay’s Heartland

Bonjour, I’m Marc! On Wine Regions Revealed, we’re continuing our Burgundy journey south to the Côte de Beaune. 
This 25-km strip of limestone hillsides produces the world’s most coveted white wines? 
Forget the myth that ‘all Chardonnay tastes the same’—here, a few meters’ elevation shift turns steel-kissed minerality into honeyed opulence!

“Nestled below the Côte de Nuits, the Côte de Beaune’s gentler slopes and warmer microclimates sculpt Chardonnay into astonishingly diverse styles. 
While Montrachet’s Grand Crus define luxury, villages like Saint-Romain offer Grand Cru-quality complexity at village-level prices.”

Why Should I Care?
· For drinkers: From zesty citrus to toasted brioche—Chardonnay here is a masterclass in terroir expression.
· For nerds: Limestone vs. marl splits the region: Puligny’s precision vs. Meursault’s richness.
· Try this: Blind-taste a Chassagne-Montrachet vs. Meursault. Spot Chassagne’s flinty drive vs. Meursault’s buttery depth!

Practical Application
Villages to Know:
· Puligny-Montrachet: “Prime limestone. Seek Domaine Leflaive ‘Clavoillon’ for crystalline acidity and white flower purity.”
· Meursault: “Marl-rich soils. Domaine Roulot’s village wines deliver hazelnut richness without oak heaviness.”
· Saint-Aubin: “Secret value! Domaine Hubert Lamy ‘En Remilly’ rivals Premier Crus at half the cost.”
· Santenay: “Red-wine surprise! Try Domaine Vincent Girardin’s Pinot Noir for earthy charm.”
Pro Tip:
“Look for ‘Perrière’ (stone quarry) or ‘En l’Ormeau’ (elm tree) on labels—code for top micro-terroirs without Grand Cru premiums.”

Common Mistakes
*“Don’t overchill these wines (12°C/54°F ideal) or pair with aggressive spices—subtlety gets crushed. Try lobster bisque, scallops in beurre blanc, or Comté cheese!”*

Quick Reference
Wines grown on pure limestone soils tend to be razor-sharp and saline, capturing a crystalline purity exemplified by the legendary Domaine Coche-Dury. 
Limestone-marl soils yield textured, honeyed wines with layered depth—hallmarks of Domaine des Comtes Lafon.
Meanwhile, clay-limestone terroirs produce broad-shouldered, spicy expressions, showcased masterfully by Domaine Vincent Dancer.

Next on Wine Regions Revealed, we pop corks in Champagne—where chalky soils and frigid winters birth the world’s celebratory elixir! 
Pour a Meursault and send me your thoughts. 
There's a whole world of wine waiting—let’s keep uncovering it."
